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“FRITS ABOUT, 2015 – No. 2” 
(51 new reports in this edition)  

 

Dear all, 

 
We seem to be in need of warmer and calmer weather, to break through the slow start to Fritillary activity levels in May. However, already there are 

some encouraging highlights for Marsh Fritillaries in the Heads of Valleys metapopulation including some big numbers and return to a site after 15 

years absence. Hopefully, the warmer, calmer weather scheduled later this week, will bring more good news. 

 

As always, contributions to Frits About are very welcome – but don’t forget to send in your records to county recorders as well. There is now also a 

Facebook discussion group set up & run by Mike Bright of BC’s South Wales branch <https://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationSouthWalesBranch/> 

 

Apologies that due to technical problems with e-mail delivery, many of you would not have received the later editions of Frits About, 2014 but this is 

now downloadable from butterfly-conservation.org/6938/frits-about.html.   Working with BC Wales office, we’ve come up with a new web-based e-

News for 2015 which includes Frits About, which you should all have now received. Judy in the Wales office will be pleased to receive feedback on 

the E-news generally, but please keep Frits About contributions coming to me but at my new e-mail address of rgsoverton@gmail.com.  
 

  

1. Pearl-bordered Fritillary (10) new reports 
 

Montgomeryshire 
 

Tammy Stretton of MWT advices: 

(22/05): Surveys done this week at six sites, but despite slightly better weather, numbers still very low. 

Y Golfa – 8 PBF/hr 

Fron Hydan – 2 PBF/hr 

Y Figyn East – 3 PBF/hr 

Y Figyn West – 2 PBF/hr 

Y Frochas – 6 PBF/hr 

Allt Dolanog – 0 PBF/hr 

It seems that Y Golfa has passed its peak (which was only 17 PBF/hr on 4th May. Last year, it was 35 PBF/hr, 2013 – 67 and in 2011 a monster 72! 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/6938/frits-about.html
mailto:rgsoverton@gmail.com
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(27/05): Results from yesterday, with finally some pretty good weather:  

·         Llanymynech Hill – 0 PBF/SPBF seen in 26 minutes 

·         Y Frochas – 10 PBF in 31 minutes = 19 PBF/hr. No SPBF seen. 

·         Counts also undertaken at Y Figyn East and West by Mike Green, who reports slightly better numbers 

  

2. Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (8) new reports 
 

Carms 

 

George Tordoff had a single Small Pearl-bordered at SN383040 in Pembrey Forest on 23rd May. 

 

Monmouthshire 

At Aberbargoed Grasslands, Bill Jones on 25th May: “My first Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary of the year (2 seen)”.    Then on 30th May, 8 SPBF. 

Rhonnda Cynon Taff 

 

21st May: Ben Williams went up to Clydach Vale and saw 5 SPBFs, all fresh new males. “The violets on the site are really doing well and that bodes well for next 

year’s figures so long as the weather behaves.  I think the cutting we did last winter has paid off.  I was on the site for half an hour”. 

 

Swansea 

David Moore on 30th May: “Pretty ordinary weather conditions this morning on the Gower, but I managed to find 1 SPBF at Fairwood Common”. 

Vale of Glamorgan 

 

Whilst clearing the path, RGS encountered 14 SPBFs, all males, along the west-facing slopes of the Alun valley on Tuesday 26th May. 

Hugh Lansdown encountered a couple of SPBFs on same slope in poor weather on 31st May.
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3. Marsh Fritillary - (30 new reports) 
 

Carms 

 

Pembrey Forest: on Saturday 23rd May, George Tordoff encountered a single Marsh Fritillary at SN391018 - a male, exactly where we saw the female 10 days 

earlier. None at all on the Butterfly Ride, which is odd and disappointing. 

 

Ceredigion 

David Woolley: “A note to tell you that the first Marsh Frits were on the wing at Llawrcwrt yesterday (20th May). I saw three yesterday and five today. They’ve 

been on the up for the last few years, so I have high hopes of this year. Hard to believe that this will be the 32nd continuous year of records for this site. When we 

started they were called Pollard walks and there was a little green book giving instructions.” 

Heads of Valleys (BBNP/RCT) 

Ben Williams: “We then went up to private site in SN9207 and saw 30 in 22 minutes. Males and females.  They are well underway up there, all were fresh, one so 

fresh that its wings were still limp” on 26th May. 

Lucy Emery sends us some very encouraging reports: “We (myself and Rhian Lewis) went out Thursday/Friday last week 20/21st May with a feeling that it might 

have been a little early but we’d look nonetheless. We went to the SN9207 site for a first quick look as that’s normally a good standard to pin against. We had a 

very quick look and saw maybe 30-40 very fresh small adults, some with their wings still quite curly so that was a good indication it was still pretty early but things 

were on the move. 

This week (w/c 25th) we (myself & Stephanie Bassett) have surveyed a number of sites and had better numbers with some larger females noted so the last couple of 

warm days has obviously done some good. 

2 - Dderi hir – yet to survey 

2a - Ger-y-bont, croesbychan – 5 adults (most we’ve had there so far since 2008) 

3 - North Llwydcoed Crematorium – 24 adults (most we’ve had there so far, 5 in 2014), 17 of these in the small triangular field between road and crem road. 

4 - Bryncarnau grasslands on 28th May ……had a whopping 435! We had 296 in 2014 and the habitat is good and un-grazed at the moment so much improved, if it 

stays this way the web count is going to prove interesting! We also did the small field (4a) south of Bryncarnau and had 14 which is an improvement on the 9 from 

2014. 

5 - Hirwaun playing fields – no adults seen although some areas habitat looking good 

6 - Heol-y-graig – nothing although some small patches habitat looking good. 
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6a – SN9207 – 151 adults south patch that has been cut previously looking fantastic  

7 – Mount road – yet to survey 

7a - East Mount Road – no adults but habitat looks to have been burned and scabious coming through nicely now. 

 

More good news, quite exceptional really, is that consultants have apparently found Marsh Fritillary at Cwm Glo in Merthyr – close to Bryncarnau Grasslands and 

same metapopulation, but first record of actual occupancy for almost 15 years!  

 

Monmouthshire 

At Aberbargoed Grasslands, Bill Jones came across 3 MFs on Sunday 17th May….”Three Marsh Fritillary seen this morning during a quick 'look-see' at my local 

patch, blustery north wind kept things emphatically quiet, only a couple of Dingy Skipper and singles of Peacock and Small Heath seen ” 

Mark Allen reports on 21st May: “Saw my first MF of the year on Wednesday (only one), but have seen 14 today”. 

Bill Jones: “Few hours spent on my local patch this morning (25th), at least 30 Marsh Fritillary seen, need more sunshine to get things really moving.” Return visit in  

warm sunshine (26th) proved very worthwhile and my latest count of the Marsh Fritillary was in excess of 100 - 60% more than Monday's count (see above). Then on 

30th May: “the Marsh Fritillary numbers have been building towards a peak, I spent a few hours doing a rather casual count until reaching 70” 

Pembrokeshire 

27th May David Redhead reports: “7 minutes on Puncheston Common produced a pristine female followed by a pristine male. Both were on the footpath at 

SN00373007.  A further 38 minutes searching, on the footpath & away from it, added nothing to the total. 

Rhondda Cynon Taff 

Ben Williams, Lucie Bromfield, Paul Denning & RGS went to Ton yr Efail (Sites 16 and 17) and saw one fresh male in 1.5 hours” on 21st May. Ben went back on 26th 

and found two males. 

Swansea 

David Moore on 21st May: “Spent over an hour looking for Marsh Fritillaries on Fairwood Common on the Gower early this afternoon and found the grand total 

of..........ONE!  Clearly, this species is in the infancy of its emergence round these parts and Small Pearls are probably at least a week away”.                                 

Then on 30th May: “Pretty ordinary weather conditions this morning on the Gower, but I managed to find 33 Marsh Fritillaries at Welshmoor”. 
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Ystradgynlais (Neath Port Talbot & Brecknockshire) 

RGS encountered 3 single fresh males on 20th May at a site in Seven Sisters, a private site north of Rhos Common and at Cae Lindon (BWT reserve in Gurnos). 

4. Dark Green fritillary (1 new report) 

Vale of Glamorgan 
 

One more DGF larva was found on Old Castle Down by Matthew Sparks during w/c 18th May, during Matthew’s MSc research on HBF larva activity.  
 

5. High Brown fritillary (Daily new reports)   
 

An MSc student (Matthew Sparks) project continues regularly finding HBF larvae on a daily basis, at least until 25th May, monitoring larval activity against ambient 

temperature and habitat micro-conditions.  
 

6. Silver-washed fritillary (1 new report)   
 
Graham Watkeys: I found this hiding under a large piece of bark in deciduous woodland. Whatever it is it's 

won the prestigious Taf Fechan funkiest larva award... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This newsletter was compiled from reports received up to midday on Monday 1st June, but do keep reports coming in and I’ll pass on to BC Wales 

office as soon as enough received or to suit their dates. Many thanks to all contributors and apologies, if I’ve missed any out! 

Richard Smith,  1st June 2015 


