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“FRITS ABOUT, 2015 – No. 3” 
(76 new reports in this edition – received 1st to 18th June)  

 

Dear all, 
 

The pattern continues of warm spells, punctuated by slightly longer cool, breezy spells, with the result that flight periods of species normally 

emerging mid to late May, like Marsh Fritillary (MF), seem likely to be extended for longer than normal. Whilst some of the earliest sites have 

produced good numbers, most are stuttering a little with more modest numbers emerging over a longer period.  

 

Dark Green Fritillary (DGF) has been a little later than recent years and High Brown Fritillary (HBF) at least 10 days behind it for first time in 

several years. This is almost certainly influenced by cooler conditions in first half of June. At last, however HBF is making a start.  

 

As always, contributions to Frits About are very welcome – but don’t forget to send in your records to county recorders as well. There is now also a 

Facebook discussion group set up & run by Mike Bright of BC’s South Wales branch <https://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationSouthWalesBranch/> 

Judy in the Wales office will be pleased to receive feedback on the E-news generally, but please keep Frits About contributions coming to me but at 

my new e-mail address of rgsoverton@gmail.com. 

 

1. Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF) (6) new reports 
 

Montgomeryshire 

Tammy Stretton of Monmouthshire Wildlife Trust advises: “Results from the last couple of days surveying: 

  

(3rd June) 

Y Frochas  - 7 Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF) in 38 minutes. No Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries (SPBF). 

Y Figyn East – 0 PBF seen in 39 minutes. 1 SPBF & 1 unidentified PBF. 

Y Figyn West – 2 PBF in 33 minutes. No SPBF. 

  

(4th June & perfect weather at last!) 

Allt Dolanog – 0 PBF in 54 minutes. 8 SPBF (pic of one attached). 

Fron Hydan – 1 PBF in 47 minutes (faded and flying weakly – pic attached). 1 SPBF. 

  

mailto:rgsoverton@gmail.com
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That brings the 2015 PBF season to an end in Montgomeryshire. It has been a very difficult one for both surveyors and butterflies! Only two sites have passed the 

threshold (Llanymynech Rocks and Y Frochas) and numbers at all sites are down. Fingers crossed for a successful hatch of the eggs that did get laid and that the 

rest of the year is kind to the caterpillars. Thanks to everyone who was able help out”. 

  

(Almost) Monmouthshire 

Ben Williams went to Ewyas Harold (2kms into Herefordshire) on 24th May and saw about 20 PBFs but all looking rather the worst for wear.  

 

 

2. Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (SPBF) (8) new reports 
 

Carms 

George Tordoff & RGS had 10 Small Pearl-bordereds across 3 fields in SN6714 at Tir-y-Coed, near Glanamman on 15th June. All three fields were under-

grazed, Purple-moor grass dominated, tussocky grassland/bog with copious Marsh Violets and lesser amounts of Devil’s Bit Scabious. 

 

Russel Hobson and George Tordoff observed a single fresh Small Pearl Bordered Frit at Caeau Bryn Ifor SSSI on 18th June, in an overgrown field in which no 

violets could be found. 

 

Monmouthshire 

At Aberbargoed Grasslands, Mark Allen: “Just to let you know I saw 85 Marsh Frits and 5 Small Pearl Bordered Frits on our best field on the 4th of June and 

today (5th June) saw a further 98 Marsh Frits and 17 Small Pearl Bordered Frits in other fields around the site, giving a total of 183 Marsh Frits and 22 Small 

Pearl Bordered Frits for the 24 hour period”.   

 

Rhonnda Cynon Taff 

No new reports. 

 

Swansea 

Lucie Bromfield saw a Small Pearl Boarded Frit on Saturday (30th May) on Barland Common near Bishopston in the Gower.  

 

Vale of Glamorgan 

Paul Dunn counted about 30 SPBFs in Alun Valley and 24 on Old Castle Down in early June. Total numbers may be slightly down on previous years, due to flight 

period interrupted by cool, breezy spells. However, Paul counted 27 SPBFs on Old Castle Down on 18th June, so they are by no means over on dry, bracken habitat.  
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) - (53 new reports)   
 

Brecknock 

Steph Coates of Brecknock Wildlife Trust: “Hello…. we were excited to count 3-4 Marsh Fritillary at Vicarage 

Meadows (BWT reserve near Abersgwesyn) today (10th June) during a botany visit - as they haven’t been 

recorded there for a while - see pic (right)  – GR SN85127 52562. 

 

Carms 

Dick Thompson reports on 3rd June: “We're having quite a good Marsh Frit season here at Tir Philip, near Capel 

Dewi in SN4718/4818. Last Saturday (30th May) we counted at least 23 of them in one of our fields, although 

they haven't re-appeared yet in the other one”. 

4th June: “The Marsh Fritillaries of Rhydcymerau (North Carmarthenshire) are alive and well, five years after 

this area was last surveyed”. George Tordoff had a total of 108 MFs across 3 farms and in 3 different 1km 

squares, including 89 in one field. Also Forester Moth on two sites and quite a few Green Hairstreak. 

4th June – Brynamman. Gareth Tonks, Paul Gadsby & RGS counted 34 MFs around Ynys Dawela, of which 27 were 

in fields adjoining the park’s meadows and 7 were spread across the three upper meadows in the park. All except 

one female, were fresh males. We then went on to fields north of Llandeilo Road, where 2 fresh males were 

also flying at 230m on north-facing slope. 1 fresh looking male and 1 still pumping up its wings were noted there on 15th June. 

Judith Weatherburn reports “A minimum of 7 fresh looking Marsh Frit’s seen in 20 minutes on 4th June at 1pm on the ‘frit strip’ at Llyn Llech Owain Country 

park, Gorslas ( SA14 7NF).  Less than ideal conditions, 22 degrees C ,but strong breeze coming and going throughout the time.   Several also spotted on adjacent 

field – privately owned land. 

8th June – Judy Burroughs and George Tordoff counted 5 MFs on the edge of the bog at Disgwylfa Farm in the Gwendraeth Valley. Earlier that day, Judy saw 6 

MFs along the Butterfly Ride at Pembrey Forest. 

Dave Bannister reports: Median Farm / Caeau Ffos Fach – went over 9th June as I thought it would be less windy - it wasn't - so this may have cut numbers down. 

Median Farm – 3 MFs. CFF - top field 6 MFs, all along the top hedge (most sheltered). The following day (10th June): Pistyllgwyn (between Brechfa and 

Abergorlech) 1MF again in sheltered area. Cae Blaen Dyffryn (Plantlife reserve) - 2 MF - again very windy. 
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10th June – Matthew Sparks (MSc student working with us) and RGS, found two new MF sites close to the NW edge of the Mynydd Mawr project area, one in 

SN5314 west of Foelgastell and one in SN5514 north of Cefneithin, with 6 MFs and 4 MFs present respectively.   

In the Glanamman to Ammanford Gap (so-called unsurveyed area between Mynydd Mawr & Brynamman metapopulations), Matthew Sparks, RGS & Isabel Macho were 

pleased to find 40+ MFs present across 4 superb fields in SN6514, west of Tyynmynydd, also on 10th June. This makes a promising start to a potential mini study. 

11th June – Andrew Lucas and Ruth Harding were habitat SSSI monitoring on a site near Llanybydder and came across 6 MFs. 

 

Russel Hobson and George Tordoff observed 4 Marsh Frits at Caeau Bryn Ifor SSSI on 18th June, in a superb area of cattle-grazed rhos pasture. Despite almost 

unbroken sunshine, they were sluggish and most were ‘kicked up’ from the vegetation. On the same day, Russel and George walked all the SSSI fields at Caeau Ffos 

Fach and Median Farm and saw a total of 22 Marsh Frits, about half of these being in the lower field at Caeau Ffos Fach. More exciting was a single Marsh Frit 

off the SSSI, in the long narrow field bordering the Industrial Estate. 

 

Ceredigion 

7th June - David Redhead: Whilst in Ceredigion, we called in at Rhos Pil-Bach a WTSWW Reserve near Plwmp where Marsh Frit and Devil's-bit get mentioned in the 

blurb. We only covered half the reserve but managed to put up a single female MF. She was a classic large pale female and dwarved all my previous 49 

Pembrokeshire sightings this year. The couple who were just leaving as we arrived said they had seen 3 or 4 MF. 

 

Heads of Valleys (BBNP/Merthyr/RCT) 

After exciting news in Frits About, No 2, no further major reports have been received, except for Tir Mawr, a small site near Llwydcoed, where George Tordoff 

found 3 MFs (all males) in a field north of the river on 15th June and 7 MFs (males and females) in a field south of the river the following day.   

 

Monmouthshire 

At Aberbargoed Grasslands, Mark Allen: “Just to let you know I saw 85 Marsh Frits and 5 Small Pearl Bordered Frits on our best field on the 4th of June and 

today (5th June) saw a further 98 Marsh Frits and 17 Small Pearl Bordered Frits in other fields around the site, giving a total of 183 Marsh Frits and 22 Small 

Pearl Bordered Frits for the 24 hour period”.   
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Pembrokeshire 

3rd June – Julie Garlick: Ffynnon Samson: 60 MF on the wing (the site therefore continues its upward trend). A 

good number for such a small site (only about 1.5ha of MF habitat). Llwyn Eithin: 5 MF. Allt Y Gog: 3 MF. 

John Steer, Philip Sadler & David Redhead went again to Puncheston Common on 4th June, where a similar survey 

to 27th May, produced a count of 28 (give or take a few). David and Wendy Redhead also visited Puncheston 

Common on 7th June, recording 14 MFs.  

Late yesterday afternoon (5th June) John, Robin & David Redhead got to Common Bach with the sun shining and 

16C but a very strong breeze. Our adult Marsh Frit count was 4 on Common Bach itself & 1 in the field to the 

north. 

David Harris: “Observed our first Marsh Fritillary on 4th June (perhaps overspill from Castlemartin). Holly 

noticed one in the garden, in SM9300, near Hundleton.  I then checked more favourable habitat with Succisa and 

observed one specimen (SM93160076). Nothing seen since, though it has been a bit windy”.    (Photo right). 

8th June – David Redhead: Moor Farm (new site last year) = 1 male MF. Jeffreyston Pastures (2 seen last year were first record since 2008) = zero, in spite of 2 

hours of searching. 

10th June - Knapps Farm = 24 MF. Surveyors: Jon Hudson, David Redhead & John Steer. You have to go back to 2000 to find a higher adult count. Wallis Moor = 9 

MF. Surveyors: David Redhead & John Steer. Ambleston Common = 22 MF. Surveyors: David Redhead & John Steer. 

 

Rhondda Cynon Taff 

Paul Denning: “Just to keep you informed - on  Weds (3/6/15), I had around 20 Marsh Frits during a circular walk of unit 16 (Rhos Tonyrefail SSSI). Most were in 

the lower part of the field, close to the road. Last Saturday (30/5/15) Alun Hughes counted 30+ there!, together with a few Green Hairstreaks. I had a 30 min 

walk around unit 19 afterwards, but all I saw was Small Heath and a Common blue”. 

Lucie Bromfield counted 21 MFs on 4th June, on the recently established “transect” route around site 16 in Tonyrefail. 

On 11th June, Lucie Bromfield: “My mother and I went through sites 16 &17 today and counted 44 MFs in total! 33 in field 16 (all the way up towards the narrow 

point of the field, we did look into the other side of 16 but saw nothing) then 10 in the left hand side of field 17 and 1 in the right hand side of field 17.” 
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Swansea 

3rd June: Julian Woodman, Gareth Bowen and George Tordoff spent a whole day walking round Nant y Crimp SSSI (Swansea), with just 4 Marsh Fritillaries to 

show for it. “Still, these are the first confirmed site records since 2011, so worth doing it. Habitat mixed but several fields look really excellent”. 

 

Ystradgynlais (Neath Port Talbot & Brecknockshire) 

At Seven Sisters, RGS, Gareth Tonks & Paul Gadsby counted 33 MFs on north side of the track on 24th June and 8 MFs on the south side of the track. 1 MF was 

also flying around the barrier and into the new western grazing unit. 7MFs were noted on a private site, north of Rhos Common. 

 

 

4. Dark Green fritillary DGF) (5 new reports) 
 

Bridgend 

Mike Clark reports on 15th June: “Good numbers of Dark Green frits showing 

on the slacks at Kenfig”. 

 

Carmarthenshire 

8th June – a single DGF at Pembrey Forest (George Tordoff & Judy 

Burroughs). 

 

Neath Port Talbot 

Mark Hipkin: “Dark Green Fritillary (2) on the wing at Crymlyn Burrows 

yesterday (14/06/2015). Photo of one (did not reproduce for some reason – 
Ed) - its pristine condition together with its drunken flight action suggesting 

to me it was very recently emerged. The other didn’t stop!  
 

Vale of Glamorgan 

A quick circuit around the Upper North transect route in the Alun valley on 

afternoon of Sunday 7th June, produced 4 sightings of early (for this year) 

DGFs, one of which was a female. By 18th June, with imminent emergence of 

HBF, count of larger frits was close to a hundred, of which most were undoubtedly DGFs.  
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5. High Brown Fritillary (HBF) (3 new reports)   
 

An MSc student (Matthew Sparks) project continues regularly finding HBF larvae on a daily basis, at least until 25th May, monitoring larval activity against ambient 

temperature and habitat micro-conditions. Matthew has logged 22 observations of HBF larvae (plus 4 DGFs). The data needs proper analysis yet, but Matthew’s 

early comments “In total I have observed 22 larvae, the longest of which I observed for just over 3 hours! From the results gathered so far the larvae seem to be 

more active during warmer temperatures, they also rest for long periods after feeding. There are 2 different morphs of larvae: those of a ginger colour and those 

that are dark brown/grey. Again from observations the ginger larvae appear to emerge earlier.”   

 

 

Visits by several observers (including Bill Jones, David Moore 

& the transect team) to Alun valley on 14th June, produced 

only definite DGFs amongst the larger fritillaries, suggesting 

that cooler spells would delay HBF emergence until after DGF, 

unlike last couple of years, but more in line with traditional 

times. This proved to be so, with first HBFs recorded on 18th 

June, on both Old Castle Down and Alun valley. Interestingly, 

where commoners had cut the best breeding area (earlier 

than required by the rotation) last winter at southern end of 

the common, HBFs were quite numerous on 18th with Paul Dunn 

observing no less than 15 individual sightings, whereas the 

northern edge did not reveal any. In the Alun valley, there 

were just two definite sightings, at the far western end of 

the north part of the site, amongst numerous highly active 

and difficult to approach large fritillaries throughout the 

site.  

 
Photos both from Paul Dunn. 
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6. Silver-washed Fritillary (1 new report)   

 
Peter Sturgess: “A slightly late record for you of a Silver washed Fritillary larva (right) at Allt 

Llanerch-goch (SN821324), near Llandovery, Carmarthenshire, over the May bank holiday 

weekend (23/5/2015).  The landowner is keen on butterflies but hasn’t seen Silver-washed 

there for about 10 years, so was pleased to hear it’s still around...” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This newsletter was compiled from reports received up to midnight on Thursday 18th June, but do keep reports coming in and I’ll pass on 

to BC Wales office as soon as enough received or to suit their dates. Many thanks to all contributors and apologies, if I’ve missed any 

out! 
 

 

 

Richard Smith 

18th June 2015 

 


