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“FRITS ABOUT, 2015 – No. 5” 

(75 new reports in this edition – received 21st July to 10th August 2015)  
 

Dear all, 
 

As I look back over spring & summer 2015 so far, I can’t say it has been inspiring “weatherwise”. Although we’ve undoubtedly had far worse (as 

recently as 2012, when hibernation was a serious temptation), perhaps after the remarkable summer and butterfly recovery year of 2013 and the 

almost as good 2014, it has just been a tad disappointing. So into August now and the previously noted weather pattern still largely continues: warm 

spells punctuated by slightly longer cool, breezy spells, some with rain. The other feature this year, according to many observers, is consistent 

lateness of appearance of the flowering of plants. This even now seems to be evident – there were no Devil’s Bit Scabious flowers open in our middle 

SSSI field at Median Farm in Cross hands on Thursday, although buds looked to be about a week away from opening.  

 

Thus it may be another couple of weeks at least before the widespread flowering of Succisa, with which we associate the start of the Marsh 

Fritillary larval web counts and the habitat assessments season.  It is also pleasing that we’ve received no less than 28 new reports of Silver-washed 

Fritillary (SWF) – probably a Frits About record. 

 

In this issue, I am pleased to say, there is some redress of the unintended previous bias towards reports from South Wales, with a trickle of 

welcome reports from mid & north Wales.  

 

As always, contributions to Frits About are very welcome – but don’t forget to send in your records to county recorders as well. There is now also 

a Facebook discussion group set up & run by Mike Bright of BC’s South Wales branch 

<https://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationSouthWalesBranch/> Judy in the Wales office will be pleased to receive feedback on the E-news 

generally, but please keep Frits About contributions coming to me but at my new e-mail address of rgsoverton@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:rgsoverton@gmail.com
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1. Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF) 

No new reports. 

 

 

2. Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (SPBF) – 4 new reports 
 

Brecknockshire 

Andrew King comments: “Fritillary sightings in Breconshire tend only to be incidental finds by bird- and dragonfly-watchers. There were 1-2 specific searches for 

SPBF in early June but these were all negative, possibly before the latish season started up here. 

10/6/15 - 1, Bwlch Quarry (K Noble)  

15/6/15 - 1, on Cefn Moel nearby, Bwlch (K Noble) 

13/7/15 - 1 very tatty, Penwyllt disused railway line, Upper Tawe valley (A King) 

Monmonthshire/ 

No new reports. 

 

North-west Wales 

Andrew Graham reports: “SPBF: almost a wider countryside species. Doubtless declined but still common. Numerous reports from across the region. 

  

Rhonnda Cynon Taff 

 

Swansea 

 

Vale of Glamorgan 

No new reports. 
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) - 9 new reports 
 

I’ve not noticed any larval webs in Wales so far this season (although about 20 visible at a site in Cotswolds a couple of weeks ago) and neither any flowering of 

Devil’s Bit Scabious. So maybe a couple of weeks to go yet before starting web surveys and habitat assessments in earnest. 

 

Brecknock 

Steph Coates reports: “In Ystradgynlais, we had 6 Marsh Frits  on area 8 the Nant Gyrlais field by the tip ( a bit better than last year), none on Weavers Road 

again but 10 at Cae Lynden, Gurnos which was similar to last year. Both the butterfly sites had had fires but had been grazed so they were fairly light fires. 

 

Carms 

No new reports 

 

Ceredigion 

Elizabeth Snell reports: “Cors Caron (aka Tregaron Bog) in SN 6964 has a known population of Marsh Frits which are counted each year as adults and records 

submitted by Red Liford to the County Recorder.  This population (27 individuals on one day) was discovered by Red a few years ago on a field adjacent to the NNR 

and since then some habitat management on the NNR has taken place in the hope of expanding their habitat onto a protected area. A very small colony is known to 

the Wildlife Trust at Rhos Fullbrook about 5km south west on the other side of the bog. This year on 27th June I found an adult in very good condition 2km south 

west of the main colony on the edge of the cycle track”. “The actual ref for the one I saw beside the railway track is: SN705650.  It was very fresh and sat still 

for good photos as it was chilly and grey that day and almost every one since”.  

Heads of Valleys (BBNP/Merthyr/RCT) 

No new reports 

 

Monmouthshire 

No new reports 
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North-west Wales 

Andrew Graham reports: “The MF continues to lose ground. No more than three individuals were seen on any visit to Cors Erddreiniog, the last known site on 

Anglesey. One can hope but the current situation seems dire. Elsewhere, an excellent field in Caernarvonshire was found to have been sprayed with herbicide, 

eliminating all the Succisa. We do not know what is happening about the two populations near Harlech, both threatened by hostile farmers. One of the sites was the 

subject of an emergency designation by NRW. The other site was sheep grazed all winter to the point where there was no Succisa apparent and MF larvae were 

wandering around unable to find any food source. Very few adults were seen later in the summer. (As compared to huge numbers last year, prior to the introduction 

of sheep grazing)”. 

  

Pembrokeshire 

David Redhead reports: 

“The chart (right) shows the Marsh Fritillary data gathered at 

Puncheston Common this year. Roughly the same area was covered 

on each visit but, owing to the poor June weather, ambient 

conditions during the adult flight period were usually just sub-

optimal against criteria set for a butterfly transect. Only a 

fraction of the suitable habitat was covered and if the whole 

common had been covered there is little doubt the maximum larval 

and adult count would have been well into the hundreds.     

 

 

 

 

Marsh Fritillary larval webs were in evidence during the Pembrokeshire Bird Group walk at Castlemartin Ranges on 19th July and Peter Royle noticed some there on 

2nd August. 
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Rhondda Cynon Taff  

No new reports 

 

Swansea  

No new reports 

 

 

 

 

4. Dark Green Fritillary (DGF) - 23 new reports 

Breconshire 

Andrew King comments: “Fritillary sightings in Breconshire tend only to be incidental finds by bird- and dragonfly-watchers. There were 1-2 specific searches for 

SPBF in early June but these were all negative, possibly before the latish season started up here. 

 

9/7/15 - 1, Bwlch Quarry, Bwlch (A King) on Butterfly Conservation transect count 

 

13/7/15 - 1, Penwyllt disused railway line, Upper Tawe valley (A King) 

 

23/7/15 - 1, Llaneglwys Wood (SO0537) (M Waldron) 

 

Ceredigion 

Elizabeth Snell reports: “Cwm Soden on the Cardigan coast is the site of another known colony of Frits: Pearl Bordered.  This is National Trust land and managed by 

them for this butterfly. On July 18th I and others saw and photographed Silver-washed and Dark Green Frits in the managed area.  Only a few…3 SW and only 1 

DG for certain though DGs are widespread along the coast at Llanrhysted and Mwnt. Hope this fills a gap for you.  The wildlife trust and/or NT are aware and 

active in all the known sites but we are looking for more!” 
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Monmouthshire 

No new reports. 

 

Neath Port Talbot  

No new reports. 

 

North-east Wales 

Russel Hobson advises that on 20/07, 2 DGF seen at Rhydymwyn nr Mold by Brian and Sue Roberts. A new species for the site on a transect they have been walking 

since 2011. 

North-west Wales 

Andrew Graham reports: “DGF = in decline, but still easily found in many coastal districts”. 

  

Pembs 

David Redhead reports:  

“During July, Maggie Humble recorded 6 DGF on the Nine Wells transect (SM7824/7924) – 1 on 4th, 3 on 7th, 1 on 18th & 1 on 31st. A typical count for this transect 

as 5 were recorded in both 2013 & 2014. 

Bob Haycock has continued to record DGF on the Stackpole Warren transect, with 9 on 9th July, 6 on 15th July, 1 on 22nd July and 2 on 30th July. This means 33 

individuals have been recorded to date. In contrast to the Nine Wells transect this is a high count as 21 were recorded in 2013 and 16 in 2014.  

15th July: Mel Ouseley recorded 2 DGF whilst carrying out his July Wider Countryside Butterfly Scheme walk on the coast just east of Fishguard (SM9737). 

17th July: Sarah Mellor and a couple of PCNPA volunteers spotted a DGF at the PCNPA Sychpant Reserve in the Gwaun Valley (SN0435) – they were there with a 

view to resurrecting the butterfly transect.  

19th July: Carole Waring spotted a DGF immediately south of Bubbleton (SN0998) and only a few hundred metres from the coast path. 

 

 

 



To retain and respect confidentiality of precise sites and often extremely sensitive goodwill towards conservation efforts, some site descriptions are such as only to be 
recognisable to those already aware of each site’s location. Sites only have public access to extent shown on OS maps.  

Reminder: reports to Frits About are no substitute for actual records. However, county recorders are included in Frits About circulation list and will thus be 
alerted to look out for actual records in due course. Please therefore follow up in usual way. 

7 

 

Pembs (continued) 

23rd July: David Redhead & John Steer again attacked the coast path in search of DGFs by walking from Manorbier to Freshwater East and back. They had almost 

given up when on their return journey John diverted off the coast path (SN0597) to home his bat detector in on a Grey Bush Cricket. The diversion was enough to 

cause a mating pair of DGF to rise from the grass. They decoupled and flew away separately whilst John was still counting Bush Crickets. 

30th July: In spite of it only being 15C, Rosemary Royle managed a single DGF at the Deer Park (SM7911) when the sun eventually deigned to appear. 

2nd August: Peter Royle recorded 5 DGF on the Castlemartin Ranges (SR99).  

Hopefully, sightings of DGF will continue, as in 2013 they continued to be seen until 18th August, although the recent deluges will have severely reduced their 

numbers. Sightings continue to be almost exclusively associated with the coast. The Pembrokeshire mainland coast passes through 19 ten km squares (hectads) on its 

way from the estuary of the River Teifi (SN14) to Amroth (SN10). We now have 2015 records for 13 (68%) of them. The ones remaining to be conquered are (from 

north to south): SNI4, SN03, SM73, SM81, SS19 and SN10. Unsuccessful visits have been made to five of the six but the last two may be an impossible challenge 

as there is only one historic record between them”. 

Vale of Glamorgan 

As reported in last edition, across the Alun valley & Old Castle Down transects, DGF estimated sightings numbers have run at 69, 42, 56, 111 & 19 respectively 

over each of the 5 weeks from 18 June through to 18 July, with the peak estimate of 111 being over 5th to 10th July. (They are estimates, as we record all 

unidentified  fritillaries of DGF/HBF size and proportion them according to proportion of definitely identified DGF to HBF in that week - Ed). In the latest two 

weeks DGF numbers have plummeted as one would expect, with just 2 definite IDs, whereas the HBFs and SWFs, also on the site, continue. (RGS)   
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5. High Brown Fritillary (HBF) - 11 new reports   
 

Since last Frits About, HBFs have continued to be observed on transects and across other parts of the site. On the Alun valley (private) side, the last two weeks 

transect results have produced 26 HBFs, 5 SWFs and 2 DGFs during 4 hours of recording, whereas Paul Dunn encountered just 15 HBFs on Old Castle Down on 

31st July. Combined this still works out at 10 HBFs sighted per observer hour across the four transect routes in last two weeks.  

 

Across the Alun valley & Old Castle Down transects, HBF estimated sightings numbers have run at 20, 141, 75, 373, 113, 44 and 13 respectively over each of 

the 7 weeks from 18 June through to 7th August, with the peak estimate of 373 being over 5th to 10th July. (They are estimates, as we record all unid fritillaries 

of DGF/HBF size and proportion them according to proportion of definitely identified HBF to DGF in that week - Ed).    
 

The index for the first seven weeks of HBF flight season so far this year is currently running at 25 sightings per observer hour, compared to 2014 

Average HBFs per hour = 27 (over first 5 weeks) and 2013 Average HBFs per hour = 33 (over first 5 weeks). 2013 was our record highest year in last 20 

years of consistent monitoring. We expect numbers to tail off rapidly over next fortnight.    

 

 

 

 

The sub-site (8c) by the side of the now busy once again B4265 on eastern edge of Ogmore Down, (photo 

above) continues to show HBF activity on visits made in July & August, following several Sunday mornings of 

coppicing back in winter. There have been 11 HBFs observed during four visits, each of only 10 to 15 

minutes.  
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6. Silver-washed Fritillary (SWF) - 28 new reports   
 

Carms 

Dave Bannister reports (4th August): “SWF out and about for the last couple of weeks both in the area of Brechfa Forest behind us and in the garden. Max number 

I have seen so far is 4”. 

 

Julian Friese: “At least 5 SW frits seen today (7th) in the Cothi valley around Pontynyswen bridge area, 1km grid ref, SN5325.” 

 

Jan Crowden (via Julian Friese): “One Silver-washed fritillary at the entrance to Pont Felin Gat, 9th Aug”. 

 

Belinda Jackson showed an SWF male in background of a Red Admiral photo taken near Abernant, just west of Carmarthen on 4th August and posted on Facebook.   

 

Ceredigion 

Elizabeth Snell reports: “Cwm Soden on the Cardigan coast is the site of another known colony of Frits: Pearl Bordered.  This is National Trust land and managed by 

them for this butterfly. On July 18th I and others saw and photographed Silver-washed and Dark Green frits in the managed area.  Only a few…3 SW and only 1 

DG for certain though DG's are widespread along the coast at Llanrhysted and Mwnt. Hope this fills a gap for you.  The wildlife trust and/or NT are aware and 

active in all the known sites but we are looking for more!” 

Em Foot: “We saw a couple of silver-washed frits at Coed Maidie B Goddard Nature Reserve near Llechrhyd last Wednesday (29th)”. 

Monmouthshire 

George Tordoff recorded a single SWF (a female) at the southern end of Bryn Arw (SO3018) on 29th July, and two SWF at Slade Wood on 7th August. 

North-east Wales 

Andrew Graham reports (3rd Aug): “More interesting is the discovery of a site for SWF in Denbighshire. This is outside my area so you may get more details from 

other sources. My understanding is that there has only ever been the odd sighting in NE Wales; however, in the last two weeks several people have visited a site 

(Pool Park, Ruthin) and seen three or more individuals, suggesting the presence of an unsuspected breeding colony”. 

Russel Hobson advises that Tony Pope noted 3 SWF at Pool Parc nr Ruthin (20/07). 
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North-east Wales (continued) 

Simon Mills advises: “An SWF photo was sent to our Wildlife Trust Marford Transect Team - Male SWF at Marford Quarry on 25 July.   

Also, there is a lot of chat about them at Pool Parc, near Ruthin, on the BC N Wales Facebook page. 

John Smith advises: “I was not sure if you knew about the confirmation of Silver-washed Frit. being seen by Jill and I in Maes-y-Pant at the end of July. This is 

adjacent to Marford Quarry Reserve, where a sighting also took place last week, and Richard Rowlandson managed a picture. I was about to take one when it took 

off. Whether it is the start of them breeding or just casual visit, we don’t yet know”. 

Pembs 

David Redhead reports: 

15th July: Robin Taylor reported seeing a mating pair of SWF at the PCNPA Sychpant Reserve in the Gwaun Valley (SN0435). 

15th July: Bob Haycock recorded 2 SWF on the Rushmoor to Landshipping transect (SN0111). 

17th July: David Redhead recorded a pristine male SWF on the coast path between Saundersfoot & Tenby in Lodge Valley Woods (SN1402). The wood is currently 

being de-coniferised. (Just discovered - a report on the Pembrokeshire Wildlife blog by Andy Davis that he saw “numerous fritillaries” in the same location the next 

day)  

17th July: Sarah Mellor and a couple of PCNPA volunteers also spotted a SWF at the PCNPA Sychpant Reserve in the Gwaun Valley (SN0435). 

18th July: Mel Ouseley saw a male and female SWF in Pengelly Forest (WTSWW Reserve, SN13) 

28th July: Bob Haycock recorded 1 SWF on the Stackpole Warren transect (SR9894) 

31st July: A PCNPA work-party, whilst clearing aged blackthorn to make more room for the MF, spotted a DGF at Moor Farm (SN0707). There will be more 

clearance this winter accompanied by two large bonfires and some Brown Hairstreak egg hunting.   

2nd August: David Redhead & John Steer recorded 4 SWF in privately owned Martletwy Wood (SN0311) and will be glad when some of the 15 Peacocks (most 

numerous butterfly) they saw disperse to their garden buddleias. They were able to examine 2 of the SWF at close quarters and both proved to be males in good 

condition. 
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Pembs (continued) 

6th August: Nathan Walton & RGS noted two SWFs nectaring on buddleia in horse field at WTSWW West Williamston reserve. Another was noted later by RGS 

just behind the foreshore.  

8th August: David Moore noted two SWFs at West Williamston WTSWW reserve. 

SWFs have now been recorded at the WTSWW West Williamston Reserve (SN0205) on several occasions – 29th July – 3 seen by Nathan Walton and WTSWW 

volunteer work-party, 31st July – 3 seen by John Steer, 2nd August – 1 seen by John Steer.  6 of these 7 have been seen in the butterfly glades along the 

foreshore, created by the WTSWW with the Brown Hairstreak in mind – ironically there have been no Brown Hairstreak sightings until David Moore’s female 

photographed on Sat 8th August. 

So, to date 13 reports of SWF from 9 different locations, in 6 different hectads (SR99, SN00, SN01, SN03, SN10 & SN13) and comprising 21 individual 

butterflies. The sighting(s) in SN10 is only the third ever SWF record for the hectad. 

A further comment by David Redhead: It is interesting to note that the first report of SWF in the British Isles came from Hampshire on 17th June – in 

Pembrokeshire we had to wait until nearly a month later but Hampshire is somewhat more southerly. Even in my old stamping ground of 

Oxfordshire/Buckinghamshire which lies on the same latitude as Pembrokeshire the first report was on 24th June, half a dozen were reported from another site on 

30th June and by 6th July double figure reports were coming in. Pembrokeshire even seems a late county compared to the rest of S Wales.  

From previous issues of “Frits About” one can glean that the first Pembs MF sighting was on 27th May but one was seen in Carms on 13th May and similarly for DGF, 

first Pembs sighting 15th June but they were seen in Glamorgan on 7th June. Such is life on a western peninsula! 

Powys 

A reporter to the UK Butterflies blog advised of good numbers of SWFs at Llynclys Hill on 19th July. 

 

Vale of Glamorgan 

SWF seems to be having a good year so far on Old Castle Down and Alun valley, with 11 now recorded on the transects, the latest being 4 on Lower Transect 

last week. (Matthew Sparks). 

 

This newsletter was compiled from reports received up to 10th August, but do keep reports coming in and I’ll pass on to BC Wales office as 

soon as enough received or to suit their dates. Many thanks to all contributors and apologies, if I’ve missed any out!   

Richard Smith, 10th August 2015 


