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“FRITS ABOUT, 2015 – No. 7” 

(96 new reports in this edition – received from 15th September 2015)  
 

Dear all, 

  

A little Marsh Fritillary philosophy….concerning a 

rather unusual 2015………..  

 

As you’d expect, most of the 96 latest reports have 

been about Marsh Fritillaries, so it’s worth 

reflecting on this species in Wales in 2015. In May & 

June, the flight period was staggered and slightly 

longer than usual, with numbers varying enormously 

from site to site, even within the same 

metapopulation. In August and the first two thirds 

of September, the effects of these factors carried 

on through into difficulties of actually finding larval 

webs, with damp, cold conditions making larval web 

appearance extremely difficult. Many were the 

reports of under-sized, small numbers of larvae in 

hard to spot, tiny bits of web material, easily missed 

in the field. Then, on many sites, it all became much 

more obvious, once a long, dry, sunny & settled spell 

of weather started and lasted well into October.   

Right: Dulais valley, looking across Seven Sisters MF 

habitat, credit P Gadsby 
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It’s worth remembering that the size of local populations fluctuates, often wildly, as positive or negative responses are made to its natural parasite. 

On top of that, weather, habitat condition during flight period, livestock availability (including cattle disease driven quarantines), arson, damage to 

fencing, development nearby, pollution etc. can all play a part in further affecting local populations. This is one reason why the metapopulation (or 

network of closely located habitat patches, where local extinctions and colonisations, can and do occur regularly), is so important for this species. 

We still only know the precise habitat patch availability across landscapes from about half of the already restricted range that Marsh Fritillaries 

occupy in Wales. Extending landscape scale habitat studies is one way by which we find out locations of local populations, as well as where the best 

metapopulations occur and therefore where best to prioritise scarce effort in conservation of the habitat in the longer term. Small but planned, 

incremental landscape habitat assessment studies in northern Neath Port Talbot and into Carmarthenshire’s Amman valley, have revealed at least 10 

more local populations during the last three years, which in itself is valuable but has also revealed connectivity of habitat from Mynydd Mawr area 

(surrounding Cross Hands) in Eastern Carmarthenshire, through Ammanford, Brynamman, Cwmgors and almost joining Ystradgynlais, Seven Sisters, 

Glynneath, Heads of Valleys and Merthyr Tydfil. It is still a big challenge to maintain habitat, in light of widespread economic enrichment desires, but 

at least we know where everything is. One obvious remaining missing link in SE Wales is the area of Swansea (northern half) between Gower, Neath 

Port Talbot and Mynydd Mawr, but Carmarthenshire (with the largest number of sites of any Welsh county), Pembrokeshire and Ceredigion still have 

some large landscape areas yet to be fully researched.  

 

As well as staggering swings in fortunes of local populations, year on year, the other notable feature of this year’s MF finds, has been the sheer and 

possibly unprecedented number of sites (at least 9) reported as occupied in 2015, where the last previous records were at least a decade earlier and 

more often in the 1990s. Some, like Church village bypass fields, fields east of Ammanford, Tresgyrch, Foelgastell and a site near Gorslas (both 

latter in Mynydd Mawr), a small site on A465 and Cwm Glo (in Merthyr Tydfil), seem to be within still functioning known metapopulations with suitable 

habitat available nearby in reasonable quantity and concentration. Others, like perhaps, Brecknock WT’s Vicarage Meadows and North Wales WT 

reserve on Anglesey, appear not to be so lucky. So, if nothing else, perhaps we’ve learnt that natural processes, distorted by habitat fragmentation 

of our modern increasingly developed or intensively farmed world, can take time to manifest these “re-appearances”, which is why we must believe in 

and maintain the metapopulations concept on the ground in all things we do as a society. It can be slow and uncertain, but this year surely those 10 to 

20 years have been worth the wait?       

 



To retain and respect confidentiality of precise sites and often extremely sensitive goodwill towards conservation efforts, some site descriptions are such as only to be 
recognisable to those already aware of each site’s location. Sites only have public access to extent shown on OS maps.  

Reminder: reports to Frits About are no substitute for actual records. However, county recorders are included in Frits About circulation list and will thus be  
alerted to look out for actual records in due course. Please therefore follow up in usual way. 3 

 

And a few headline numbers…. 

In summary: Some impressive numbers of MF larval webs once again this year, with seven sites advised as being in three figures: 

Rhos Glyn yr Helyg = 671; Dderi Hir = 362; Bryncarnau = 327; Cors Brynygaer = 220; Fairwood Common = 183; Copybush = 103 and Tonyrefail = 101. 

As always, contributions to Frits About are very welcome – but don’t forget to send in your records to county recorders as well. There is now also 

a Facebook discussion group set up & run by Mike Bright of BC’s South Wales branch 

www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationSouthWalesBranch/ . Judy in the Wales office will be pleased to receive feedback on the E-news 

generally, but please keep Frits About contributions coming to me but at my new e-mail address of rgsoverton@gmail.com. 

 

 

1. Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF) 

No new reports. 

 

2. Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (SPBF) – 4 new reports 
 

Brecknockshire 

Sue Westwood advised us of “Several Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, which Julian & I saw, at a site with no public access, so maybe not known.  It’s at 265m in a 

sheltered valley at Nant y Deri above Penderyn, in north RCT (but Brecknockshire VC42? – Ed).  SN 962 077.  They were in acid-flush vegetation - 2nd July 2015. 

 

Rhonnda Cynon Taff 

Richard Wistow tells us: “In the summer, I am came across (with Mike Shrewing) a very healthy small pearl bordered fritillary colony on the upland bog above 

Llanharan- we must have seen 20 or so adults in the bog on Mynydd Hughes (SS 990 858). The bog is part of a S106 agreement for 25 years management and had 

lots of marsh violet- so we can add SPBFs to one of the management objectives. In addition, I also saw a Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary very near to Treorchy 

Cemetery on June 18th (SS 961 974) I suspect the Rhondda may have many more unrecorded SPBF and Dark Green Sites. I also had SPBF on Llantrisant Common 

when I saw a couple on June 15th. 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationSouthWalesBranch/
mailto:jburroughs@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:rgsoverton@gmail.com
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF)- 81 new reports 
 

Brecknock 

At Brecknock Wildlife Trust’s Vicarage Meadows reserve near Abergwesyn, Steph Coates, Paul Gadsby & Russel Hobson managed to find just one larval web during 

a visit in September, following discovery of adult MFs in June, after an absence of about 20 years of confirmed MF records at the site. Regrettably, this does seem 

to be an isolated site just about hanging on, as there doesn’t seem like enough suitable habitat nearby for long term viability, with a dominance of sheep farming in 

the local landscape.  

  

Carms 

Bronwyn Berkshire advised that they found just 4 webs this September at their site near Harford in far north of county. 

 

Sue Otway advised that, at their site near Capel Dewi in SN4718, although they were unable to look for webs this year, that the most adults counted in a day was 

26 adults and also that emergence started a week earlier there than last year. 

 

Ruth Harding looked for webs at a site near Pumsaint, but none were found this year, although habitat was still looking good. 

 

George Tordoff confirmed “The total for Caeau Ffos Fach was 19 webs and for Median Farm 10 webs, giving a grand total of just 29 webs on the reserve this 

year (full search of both farms)”. (The count, across both parts of our BC reserve in Cross Hands, took place on Thursday 24th September with 10 people - mostly 

volunteers - covering the whole site in a line – Ed). 
 

Becca Killa posted in WTSWW’s newsletter: “Early September is the best time for looking for marsh fritillary larvae webs. Rhos Cefn Bryn, our marshy grassland 

reserve near Llannon is a site we monitor annually to see how the fritillaries are faring. The larvae webs are home to the caterpillars that will over winter and 

become adults next summer. 2014 was a good year for the marsh fritillaries and we were pleased to find 24 webs across the site. Unfortunately this year only 5 

webs were discovered; although these were much smaller and inconspicuous than we’re used to seeing at this time of year, and we undoubtedly missed some. 
 

Karen Wilkinson, Ruth Harding, Mike Howe recorded 5 larval webs on 30th September on an SSSI just to east of Thornhill Road in Cross Hands, within a couple of 

fields of BC’s Median Farm/Caeau Ffos Fach reserve.   
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Amanda Evans: “I found 2 nice fresh webs at a managed site right next to the ‘Frit strip’ at Llyn Llech Owain (country park in Gorslas) on 1st October 

(SN574149). The site has really improved since reducing the grazing there and there was masses of scabious. I also found 1 web at a fairly new site next to Black 

Lion Road site (SN585126) on 3rd October. The site is really overgrown but there are some really nice areas of Molinia and scabious. Some of it is on deep peat 

though.” 

 

RGS found 2 larval webs on 30th September in a field near Foelgastell where 4 adult MFs had been discovered in June. The site is outside of the Mynydd Mawr 

Supplementary Planning Guidance area, by just a few yards from its boundaries with two fields each of which are within it! A quick visit to another site in 

Foelgastell, within SPG area, where adults had been discovered in June flying in a small remnant open area closed in by encroaching scrub on all sides, failed to 

reveal webs, although it was noted that the largest patch of Devil’s-bit Scabious habitat had been regularly “frolicked upon” by a family of foxes and was thus 

rather flattened at the time. 

 

RGS visited several sites in the Cwmgors to Brynamman to Glanamman to Ammanford (CBGA) area, as a supplement to the last 3 years of habitat assessment in 

these areas. This has filled a knowledge gap in how the Rhydyfro area (just north of Pontardawe) links right through to Mynydd Mawr, Ystradgynlais and touches 

the far north of Swansea borough. Sites this year revealed webs as follows: 

 SSSI site just east of Ammanford = 20 webs on 4th September (as reported in last Frits About) 

 Two fields near Cwmgors Ind Est = 17 webs on 2nd October – habitat looks superb, although un-managed wet heath, with big increase on last year’s web 

count of 4. 

 Lluest & adjoining fields in Upper Brynamman = nil webs on 2nd October. Tiny field cattle grazed for first time in years, middle field rank and third field 

cut (all different owners!) 

 Troedyrhiw-las, a smallholding just north of Ynys Dawela in Upper Brynamman, where one web found in each of searches in 2004, 2013 & 2014. In 2015 = 2 

webs. Scrub control is needed and we’ll be trying to organise a work party this winter.  

 Field immediately north of Ynys Dawela = 1 web on 1st October. (Ynys Dawela = 3 webs, found by Isabel Macho & Amanda Evans as reported in last 

edition) 

 Tresgyrch is opposite Hafod Wennol in far north-west of NPT and held large amounts of habitat and 5 webs. George Tordoff did this one, on 7th October, 

one of the latest web finds this year (see editorial). These are the first records here since 1990s. 

 Empty web remains, suspected to be of MF larvae, were found in Cwm Garenig on north-facing side of Mynydd Bettws by RGS in late September, so 

another possible site to confirm next year.    
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Ceredigion 

David Woolley sent us this update from Rhos Llawr Cwrt on 15th September: “It’s not been a great year for MF’s here. Annual Index down from 750 to 120. The 

web counting will be difficult. There has been no weather for the larvae to establish themselves in basking mode and what webs there are dissolve in the rain very 

readily. Deborah Sazer ran two courses on looking for webs here on the last two Saturdays. About 7 people per course and they managed to find a total of 5 webs on 

week one and 1 web on week two. I have always counted webs the last two weeks in September. I don’t expect to find much this year”. 

 

Emily Foot sent us this: “Just to let you know that we found 3 very small webs with very small brown caterpillars yesterday (17/9/15) at Rhos Pil Bach. They 

were in a field that we haven't found any in for many years though adults were seen in there this year. We didn't find 

any webs in the field that we have most recently found them in, though at least 1 adult was seen” and posted in 

WTSWW newsletter dated 30th September: “After cutting the Coed Penglanowen glade, marsh fritillary larval web 

surveys on our rhos reserves have dominated our work days for the last few weeks. A group of students joined us for 

our Rhos Pil Bach survey. I was feeling hopeful after several adults were seen earlier in the year, in two separate 

fields. Unfortunately we didn’t find any webs in the usual field, however they do seem to be late this year….. There 

were some good patches of scabious.  

  

We have been much more successful at Rhos Glyn yr Helyg where we have found over 300 webs so far and still have 

about a third of the site left to survey! Last year’s total was 42 so this is a massive increase. It was amazing to see so 

many and not have to search for them. The size of the caterpillars and webs varied greatly as did the shape of the 

webs. With the sun shining many of the caterpillars were out basking. We also saw them stripping the outer layer of the 

scabious stalks. We still have Rhos Fullbrook to survey and Glyn yr Helyg to finish this week”.  

 

On 23rd, 24th & 30th September we surveyed Rhos Glyn yr Helyg and found an astonishing 671 webs! (42 last year!) 

It was interesting to see such a variety of shapes and sizes of web and size and colour of caterpillar! Unfortunately we 

weren't so lucky at Rhos Fullbrook where we didn't find any. Looking forward to hearing how it has been elsewhere, 

particularly Rhos Lawr Cwrt.” 

Marsh Fritillary larval web - Emily Foot 

 

 

http://www.welshwildlife.org/nature-reserve/coed-penglanowen-nanteos-ceredigion/
http://www.welshwildlife.org/nature-reserve/rhos-pil-bach-a-pennar-fawr-plwmp-ceredigion/
http://www.welshwildlife.org/nature-reserve/rhos-glyn-yr-helyg-gorsgoch-ceredigion/
http://www.welshwildlife.org/nature-reserve/rhos-fullbrook-near-cors-caron-ceredigion/
http://www.welshwildlife.org/nature-reserve/rhos-glyn-yr-helyg-gorsgoch-ceredigion/
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George Tordoff: “On 22nd September I spent much of the day at Nant Cledlyn Pingos SSSI. Despite acres of good habitat only 3 larval webs were found (first 

site records since 2010), but this was not a comprehensive search. Webs were quite small and not especially conspicuous”. 

 

Clare Williams of BC Wales added: “Cors y Sychnant (SSSI) – BC Wales met with NRW Biodiversity Technical Specialist (ex Environment Agency).  Marsh Frit last 

recorded at this quite isolated site in 2010.  Very little suitable habitat left in area where last recorded (woodland/dense scrub/grassland/fen mosaic) and the mire 

supporting localised Succisa was very rank.  Will go back to check for adults next year but it’s probably unlikely they’ve survived at such an isolated site with so 

little habitat. 

  

Heads of Valleys (BBNP/Merthyr/RCT) 

Lucy Emery sent us these reports: “Dderi Hir – 363 webs (04/09/15); site in SN9207 –51 webs (02/09/15); Halt Road little square field – 1 web (01/09/15). 

 

Lucy later sent us the following detailed table of the sites in the study area this year: 
  

Habitat 

Type 

Good 

Quality 

Not 

Suitable 

Rank Scrub Woodland Overgrazed Undergrazed Sparse Total Web Count 

Site 

Number 

%  

2 8.5 41.7 3.9 8.8 10.4 2.7 1.1 22.9 362 

2a 38.3 3.3  14.2 33.3   10.8 0 

3 0.7 93.6 0.5 0.5 0.2 1.5 0.1 2.9 9 

4 1.7 30.2 0.1 6.4 10.2 33 0.1 18.3 327 

4a  27.3  1.8 12.6 8.6  41 3 

5 2.7 55.5 2.4 8.3 7.5 9.9 0.8 13 0 

6 4.8 34.8 5.1 13.1 6.4 26.6 1.6 7.6 0 

6a 21.6 3.5 13 9.1 13.9  35.1 3.8 28 

7a 1.8 53.8  5.7 6.1 3.2 27.6 1.8 1 
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Karen Wilkinson sent us the following summary of joint efforts around Blaen Cynon SAC (which straddles Hirwaun to Penderyn): “Ok we had a total of 220 webs – 

although 6 were just outside the SAC (3 along the railway line and 3 along the industrial estate, all seen from over the fence so not properly surveyed). Of these 

only 10 were found in the Woodland Park and Pontpren SSSI section and 10 were found on the northern section of Cors Bryn-y-gaer. The rest were on the main 

block of Cors Bryn-y-gaer. The habitat here is looking really good. There is stack loads of Succisa and it has definitely increased since we mapped it”.  

(Surveys took place during first week of September – Ed) 

 

Monmouthshire 

No new reports 

 

Neath Port Talbot  

George Tordoff & RGS counted 74 webs on 25th September across several parts of the Seven Sisters 

site in the Dulais valley, part of a joint project between BC, NRW and NPT to provide extra grazing and 

management for MFs together with nearby Rhos Common and its graziers. Some of the privately owned 

habitat is un-managed but the recently established grazing units adjacent are grazed by cattle of 

graziers also willing to graze cattle on Rhos Common. The split of webs was: South of track = 4 webs; 

Embankment on north of track = 31 webs; Gypsy Triangle = 11 webs; first part of western grazing unit = 

12 webs; building plot (43 houses?) = 13 webs; small part of plateau nearby = 3 webs (ran out of time 

but completed next week)……..On 7th October, several volunteers plus NRW staff, returned to finish off 

finding a further 21 webs on the aforementioned plateau, plus 1 web in centre of western grazing unit 

and 1 web in southern part of Eastern grazing unit, the first recorded larval webs in these new 

grazing units.  

Thus total this year for whole site was 97 webs, but better spread than last year’s 130 webs.             Above: Some willing helpers at Seven Sisters – P. Gadsby 
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North-west Wales 

Ilija Vukomanovic let me know (29th Sept) that things may at last be looking up slightly on Anglesey……“I went to Cors Errdreiniog, the last MF site on Anglesey, 

with Andrew Graham a couple of weeks ago.  The habitat seems to be in good shape and we very quickly found seven webs (our previous maximum has been eight 

webs after half a day searching with a team of people) so hopefully things are improving”. 

 

Andrew Graham adds “One positive bit of news is that an adult male marsh fritillary was seen at the North Wales Wildlife Trust’s Cors Goch reserve on Anglesey 

in June this year. (Lesley Colley). This was the first sighting there since the late 1970s and was in an area of perfect marsh fritillary habitat with abundant Succisa 

pratensis. The origin of this butterfly is unknown but it is assumed to have wandered two kilometres from the tiny, remnant population at Cors Erddreiniog NNR.  

 

 

Clare Williams of BC Wales sent this summary: 

 

Anglesey - Cors Erddreiniog (SSSI/SAC). BC visit with NRW invert ecologist Mike Howe. No surveillance set up yet as slowly trying to bring areas into suitable 

management to help the species spread from tiny area currently used.  Problem is over-grazing of Succisa habitat on much of this large site.  Cut and collect from 

some extremely rank areas adjacent to breeding areas will hopefully create more suitable habitat. 9 webs found (not exhaustive search) in small area of good 

condition habitat including an area previously restored by electric fencing over the winter so some good news.   

 

Lleyn Peninsula - Rhosgyll – BC visited area on the Lleyn Peninsula with recent Marsh Frit records and many landowners.  One web found in very rank marshy 

grassland on one land holding. No webs found on a neighbouring farm with records in recent years – now largely overgrazed.  A few of less hammered fields will need 

to be surveyed for adults next year and remainder of landholdings visited. Cors y Wlad (SSSI/SAC) - Marsh Fritillary Surveillance - 26 ha site, fixed transect on 

9ha block. BC joined by NRW Mike Howe, NRW Conservation Officer responsible for site and NRW data analyst.  No webs found on transect although habitat in 

better condition than in previous years (web numbers very low over last number of years due to habitat deterioration which is now being addressed). Two webs 

found during walkover assessment of remainder of habitat.  

 

Dolgellau Area – 3 populations, all visited by BC.  

Cae Pencefn: Isolated 2ha field just north of Dolgellau owned by Nannau Estate. Visited by Andrew Graham and Annie Seddon. No grazing this summer – very 

overgrown with tree seedlings. Good numbers of webs recorded (49 webs – not exhaustive count).  Not included in recent SSSI designation of Estate land.  

Butterfly Conservation will engage with Estate over current management situation.  
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Llwyn-iarth (SSSI) - SSSI south-west of Dolgellau. BC visited with NRW & Andrew Graham.  Part of site previously a ‘farm that time forgot’ but is now under 

different ownership and in Glastir. Marsh Frit webs seen, but not many, likely due to heavy rain on preceding day.  Sward currently on short side for Marsh Frit in 

parts but much good habitat present, particularly on adjacent landholding. Butterfly Conservation need to get clarity on some elements of Glastir agreement.  

Ty’n Sarn Uchaf (part of Cadair Idris SAC/SSSI), adjacent to Tir Stent and part of that Marsh Frit population.  Last visit in 2010. Reduction in pony grazing due 

to retirement from riding business. Overall habitat looking ok and good number of webs counted in thorough survey of one extensive ffridd area (highest web 

recorded at 358m #). Lower fields looking lovely – sea of purple Succisa following rest from grazing. Adult surveys next year.  

 

Tir Stent (SSSI/SAC) - Marsh Fritillary Surveillance Site - Web counts undertaken at end Sept on 15 sub-sites on this extensive (common land) site in Snowdonia. 

BC joined by Mike Howe (NRW) and Andrew Graham for one day.  Overall web numbers nearly 40% lower than last year and larvae mainly very small (this is a very 

late site and larvae usually much bigger at this time of year).  Majority of lower sub-sites very under-grazed with better grazed areas at higher altitude. Followed 

by BC meeting with NRW Senior Conservation Officer to discuss management needed - NRW are in first phase trying to get a management agreement in place with 

graziers. 

 

# Andrew Graham asks “What we were wondering is whether this web is currently the highest in Wales. It is almost certainly the highest in North Wales but, for  

all I know, they go higher in South Wales - it would be interesting to know. The habitat quality was excellent, maintained by four horses free to roam over a 

considerable area. It is interesting to speculate how much higher such ‘Good Condition’ Marsh Fritillary habitat might extend if similar grazing management was in 

place elsewhere on Cader Idris. Devil’s-bit Scabious certainly thrives on cliffs, out of reach of sheep, very much higher than 358m so it is possible that Marsh 

Fritillaries could occur much higher up in the mountains than they do now. Unfortunately, just over the fence, a few metres from where we stood, the sheep grazing 

starts and continues to the summit and far beyond”.  
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Pembrokeshire 

Castlemartin ranges hold a rather different type of MF habitat, more like South-

west Scotland. Larval webs were widespread over the short maritime heath sward, 

with under-lying calcicole influence, during two weekends in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Devils’s-bit Scabious at Castlemartin ranges – credit R G Smith 

 

 

 

 

George Tordoff advised in relation to Pembs “transect” counts undertaken with volunteers on 17 & 18th September: 

Ambleston Common: 66 webs (transects) & 6 ‘incidental’ webs seen elsewhere. Last year: 53 webs. 

Puncheston Common: 42 webs (transects). Last year: 94 webs (so a big drop this year, which was mainly in the area by the footpath. Elsewhere, the web density 

was similar to 2014). 

Knapps Farm: 10 webs (transects) & 3 incidentals. Last year: 9 webs (including one in the north field, as was the case this year). 

Shortlands: 55 webs (full search). South clearing: 14, middle clearing: 10, north clearing: 31. Last year: 67 webs (46 south, 14 middle, 7 north – so a very different 

distribution). 

Copybush: 103 webs (transects) & 6 incidentals. 

So overall web numbers are down a bit on last year largely due to the drop at Puncheston, but last year was a very good year for MF in Wales so I think this year’s 

results are quite encouraging. 
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9th September : Julie Garlick (PCNPA) found 6 webs at Tyriet Farm and 9 at Pontypridd but none at Penralltddu. 

10th September: Julie Garlick (PCNPA) found 8 webs at Bee Hall Farm. 

25th September: David Redhead & John Steer could only find a partial web at Moor Farm – a fragment of a web was visible with 4 caterpillars on a nearby Devil’s-

bit Scabious leaf. In the afternoon nearly 3 hours of searching at Jeffreyston Pastures produced no webs. 

29th September: Following their near negligible contribution to the webs found the previous week at Median Farm/Caeau Ffos Fach and their near negligible success 

the following day (see above) David & John travelled to Common Bach with low expectations. To their delight a few minutes on site produced a web and 80 minutes 

later the total was 31. A further 2 were found in the neighbouring field. Presumably the glorious end of September weather had encouraged the caterpillars to 

build new webs as all bar 2 were in a pristine state and prominently visible. The two-thirds in the sunshine all had active caterpillars on the outside of the web. 

 

Rhondda Cynon Taff  

Ben Williams on 17th September: “I went over to Tonyrefail today and surveyed Site 17.  I found 23 webs in that field (this is the field where we found 4 larval 

webs last year for the first time ever).  The cows have free access to that field and are doing a great job.  The last time I did a habitat survey there it was really 

difficult to walk through parts of the field but they have munched most of that away and now it’s much easier and I suspect the DBS is gaining from it.  The 

majority of the webs were in the centre of the field and were much easier to find today; with larger caterpillars and sunning themselves out in the open”. 
 

Swansea  

George Tordoff has provided this summary from the Gower Commons:  

 

On 15th September Paul Gadsby, Russel Hobson and I finished off the Gower Commons web monitoring. We found an additional 34 webs on Pengwern Common (to 

add to the 9 webs found on 4th September). We also checked Forest Common for the first time in a few years but it is still tightly grazed and no webs were found. 

We made a brief stop at Mynydd-bach-y-cocs on the way back and found 35 webs in just half an hour, suggesting a high web total on this site again this year”. 

Karen Wilkinson provided this summary of Fairwood Common, based on counts by Russel Hobson, George Tordoff, Dan Guest, Julian Woodman, Sue Westwood & 

Karen: “We recorded 183 webs on Fairwood Common during our habitat survey during September. The webs were well distributed but as we only recorded webs 

incidentally whilst we were doing the habitat mapping this is probably considerably lower than the actual total. Suitable habitat is well scattered across this common 

and this, and the wide distribution and good frequency of webs show the site is clearly important for MF. This work will help BC and NRW target areas for more 

detailed surveillance in future, as is done on Welshmoor and Pengwern. Thanks to all who help map this very large site!” 
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4. Dark Green Fritillary (DGF) - 3 new reports 

Pembs 

8th August: John Steer saw a tatty individual on the coast path just east of Fishguard. 

13th August: Another was seen on the Stackpole Warren transect bringing the total for the transect this year to 34.  

18th August:  Wendy & David Redhead saw a large fritillary flying about in New Quay Valley near St Govan’s Head. It was the right location for a DGF rather 

than a SWF but they were unable to definitely identify it.                                

 

5. High Brown Fritillary (HBF) - no new reports   
 

Vale of Glamorgan 

Although, no new reports, the index for flight period in 2015 comes out at 24.8 sightings per observer hour, which is almost identical to the 25.0 in 2014.  

 

6. Silver-washed Fritillary (SWF) - 8 new reports 
 

North-east Wales 

Pauline Higgins sent us this news:”Silver-washed Fritillary on the path to the Porth Ychain in Penllech on North coast of Llyn Peninsula on 7th September. The 

friend I was with confirmed the sighting”. 

 

Pembs 

6th August: 2 SWF were recorded on the Stackpole Warren transect. 

12th August: Rosemary Royle saw 2 SWF at Bosherton Lakes. 

12th August: Wendy & David Redhead paid a short visit to the Minwear Wood picnic site in the hope of repeating their 2014 sighting of Purple Hairstreaks in Red 

Oaks. They failed but did see 2 SWF there. 

13th August: 4 SWF were recorded on the Stackpole Warren transect. 
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It has been impossible to go to the WTSWW reserve at West Williamston during August without seeing at least two SWF even if your mission was to see a Brown 

Hairstreak (first recorded on 8th August). The record stands at 12 during the first day of the Hairstreak Weekend (15th/16th Aug) – 7 were recorded in the field 

by the car park and 5 elsewhere on the reserve. For reasons best known to itself, one was intent on harassing a Painted Lady who had to crawl into the blackthorn to 

get some peace.   

15th& 17th August: A SWF paid a brief visit to Wendy & David Redhead’s Jeffreyston garden. The first stayed long enough to extract some nectar from one of 

their buddleias, the second merely passed through. 

17th August: David Redhead spotted a SWF on farmland to the west of Jeffreyston. 

23rd August: 1 SWF recorded on the Stackpole Warren Transect bringing the total for the year to 8. 

So, apparently only 12 reports of SWF in 2015. They came from 8 different locations, in 6 different hectads (SR99, SN00, SN01, SN03, SN10 & SN13) and 

comprising 22 individual butterflies. The sighting in SN10 is only the third ever SWF record for the hectad. 

 

************************************* 

 

This newsletter was compiled from reports received up to Friday 23rd October and will almost certainly be the last in 2015. Many thanks to 

all contributors and apologies if I’ve missed any out!  

 

Don’t forget that November to March may be “closed season” for seeing fritillaries, but this is the time when nearly all the conservation and 

habitat management work takes place. There are work parties at BC’s Median Farm reserve in Cross Hands in Carmarthenshire on first & 

third Tuesdays of most winter months, plus work parties on other MF sites and also at least 8 Sunday morning work parties in Alun valley 

area for High Brown Fritillary. Full details may be found on both BC’s South Wales branch and North Wales branch websites as appropriate 

and in recent branch newsletters. Why not join us….fresh air, exercise, good company and tools provided…..you just have to turn up!  

 

 

 

Richard Smith,  

25th October 2015 


