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“FRITS ABOUT, 2016 – No.1” 

(26 new report items in this edition – received so far in 2016)  
 

Dear all, 
 

Anticipation is the theme at present. After one of the wettest ever winters (or was it six months of soggy autumn?) to end of February, we’ve had 

cold but often dry weather through most of March and April. Then, the first week of May gradually turns into a mini heatwave. Pearl-bordered Frits 

have started in Wales now – at least in Ceredgion and three Monts sites…….meanwhile, there had been a smattering of Marsh Frit larval reports 

during March (still in groups/bunches) and in April, as individual larvae. Hot off the press, is news that three HBF larvae have been seen last week, 

although still quite small for early May. 
 

You should also have received with your last e-newsletter a short article by Clare & George on how Marsh Frits seem to be doing in Wales, based on 

surveillance (regularly repeating identical standard methodology) of 21 sites and presence/absence visits to other known sites. If you think you can 

help with any of these activities, please get in touch with Clare or George or myself.  
 

As always, contributions to Frits About are very welcome – but don’t forget to send in your records to county recorders as well. There is now also a Facebook discussion group 

<https://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationSouthWalesBranch/> set up & run by Mike Bright of BC’s South Wales branch, in addition to North Wales branch’s facebook 

page and BC Wales facebook page. Judy in the Wales office will be pleased to receive feedback on the E-news generally, but please keep Frits About contributions coming to me but 

at my new e-mail address of rgsoverton@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rgsoverton@gmail.com
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1. Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF) – 10 new reports. 

 

Ceredigion 

3rd May – 4 PBF in 33 minutes at Cwm Soden. None at Cwm Tydu (Russel Hobson). 

5th May – 20 PBF in 40 minutes at Cwm Soden. None at Cwm Tydu (Russel Hobson). “They seemed very reluctant to fly despite full sun and 18 degrees”. 

8th May – Jenny Higgins had a possible 1 in 33 minutes at Cwm Soden but noted a cool wind down the valley. 

 

 

Monts 

Russel Hobson reports: “Picture does not sound good. Tammy Stretton had 5 PBF in 69 minutes at Y Golfa on 5th but none seen elsewhere yet. 

Clare Williams reports: “I went to Y Golfa yesterday morning (Mon 9th).  Weather ok for first half an hour then clouded over, temp dropped to 16.5C with quite a 

breeze – was on-site for 64min and saw 4 PBF.  Went back again to Y Golfa later in the afternoon (14:55 start) after going to Middletown (see below).  Weather 

much better and saw 27 PBF in 80 min (20/hr).  Middletown Hill – 8 PBF in 62 min in good weather (8/hr).             

 

Nearly Wales  

Ewyas Harold Common (just 1.5kms into Herefordshire). Bill Jones posted on UK Butterflies blog: “today (May 

4th) produced just a solitary Pearl-bordered Fritillary (see photo right) and it allowed just one solitary record 

shot. Still I suppose I should be thankful for that because I saw not one other P-b F despite thoroughly searching 

the usual 'hot-spots'. Although the day was fine and sunny there was still a keen edge to the wind and at times it 

was quite brisk”.  

Llanymynech: (Shropshire/Powys border): Simon Spencer had 1 PBF at Llanymynech yesterday (9th May) in 30 

mins of sun before it gradually clouded over. 17c Wind 2E.  “I was on the site over an hour.” 
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2. Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (SPBF) – no new reports 
 

No positive reports yet in Wales. (On wing in Devon on 8th May – where PBF also early on 19th April). 

 

 

 

 

3. Marsh Fritillary (MF)- 4 new reports 
Anglesey 

 Ilija Vukomanovic: “At last!  We finally had a decent spring day yesterday (13th April) so I went to Cors 

Errdreiniog, the last remaining MF site on Anglesey.  I was looking for larval webs but didn’t find any.  On the point 

of giving up I came across an individual caterpillar basking.  Then another, and another.  Eventually I found a grand 

total of eight larvae.  Five were in a small area and could have been from the same web but the remaining three 

were widely scattered on different parts of the site”.    
 

Photo right: Marsh Fritillary larva, Anglesea, April 2016, credit Ilija Vukomanovic. 

 

 

Carms 

During work party on 4th March at a private site in Brynamman, RGS noted a bunch of MF larvae in a completely different part of the site from where two webs 

were recorded last September, so probably a third web missed in autumn. Most of the day the temperature was no higher than 6C, but sun broke through two or 

three times and periodically the larvae were active basking or feeding on a small group of Scabious plants. We were back there working on 8th March. Weather was 

still cold but damper and although still together in a “bunch”, the larvae were less active – see photo of them in dewy mode (photo courtesy of Lucie Bromfield).     
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Ceredigion 

 

David Woolley sent this news on 9th May from Rhos Llawr Cwrt: “I rather think we are back to square 1 at Llawrcwrt. I have seen only one larval web since last 

September. The last five years adult indices have been 80, 89, 320, 750 and 118. The absolute lowest was 29 in 1988.  Let’s hope we don’t get that far down this 

year”. 

 

Pembrokeshire 

 

David Redhead reports that he & John Steer went to Puncheston Common and Common Bach on 19th April in search of spring larvae. “The scores were as follows: 

Puncheston Common - 0 (zero) Marsh Fritillary larvae and Common Bach - 60 (sixty) Marsh Fritillary larvae (all bar one in the area where John & I found 31 larval 

webs last September). We gave Puncheston two goes, either side of visiting Common Bach and went to the NE corner as well as the more usual western patch. 

The major differences between the two sites are (a) that the whole of Puncheston appears to have been subjected to a burn whereas Common Bach has only been 

pony grazed (b) at Common Bach we were tempted to take our coats off but at Puncheston you definitely wanted to keep them on. The MF larvae at Common Bach 

varied between slightly less than one cm and two cms in length. Three quarters were curled up on both dead and live vegetation but mainly on dead, the other 

quarter, usually the larger ones, were active. Half were by themselves with the other half being in aggregates of 2 or 3. Two of the threes seemed to be still inside 

the minor remnants of a web. There were lots of shed skins about all in close proximity to a live caterpillar. 

 

John & I returned to Common Bach & Puncheston Common on Wednesday (27th April). At Common Bach, in the morning at 8C and very intermittent weak sunshine, 

conditions were not conducive for Marsh Frit larvae to be basking. We did eventually find one curled up on a partially eaten succisa leaf. We also realised why we did 

not record any larvae in the south-eastern area where we had found webs in September - it is a quagmire and searching it risks a welly topping experience. Four 

photos attached A = habitat where we found the highest concentration of larvae on our last visit - in September the whole area where we found webs looked like 

this only greener; B = a basking larva and discarded skins seen in habitat A; C & D are the south eastern quagmire area taken at different angles from where we 

found the curled up larva at the interface between habitat A and the quagmire. We presume the grazing horses have played a part in transforming habitat A into 

quagmire. The finding of only 60 larvae resulting from 29 webs (2 overwintering survivors per web) indicates major devastation but there are obviously major 

uncertainties at each end of the observation chain, especially the more recent end. By the time we got to Pucheston Common (west) in the afternoon conditions 

were quite benign, 10C and hardly a cloud in the sky and in my view suitable conditions for larvae to be basking and active. We traversed the footpath then 

separated, John heading south and me north and both well away from the footpath. 45 minutes later we returned to the car with a combined larvae score of exactly 

ZERO. We also noticed quite a bit of succisa (mainly very small leaved) but only one leaf with any eating damage. The area where you enter the moor is unburnt and 
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there were larvae there last April and I managed to get to another small unburnt area surrounding some scrub. So I don't think the burn can be totally (if at all) to 

blame although I am pretty certain there was no burn during the winter of 2014/15, or if there was its effect was not so noticeable. The transect web count did fall 

by 55% between 2014 and 2015 whereas Ambleston rose by 25%, so there be something else afoot. It will be interesting to see how many (if any) adults appear and 

what the 2016 web transect count is. 

 

Bob Haycock sent an interesting (as always) report from Castlemartin. “I was out in Range West (Castlemartin) yesterday (April 23rd) with Annie (who was 

recording bees) and Graham Clark (Ranger). Between us all we noted hundreds of marsh frit larvae between Linney Head and Bluckspool). We hadn't planned to do 

a marsh frit survey and these comments are based on casual observations of what we saw.  

Graham and I (checking on choughs) walked a short transect (no more than 150 metres long) and in about 5 minutes we had counted in excess of 140 (probably more 

- we weren't really doing a timed-count!). Most were quite mature caterpillars - some probably almost ready to pupate. I've attached a photo - it's not a macro 

image but is typical of many of the caterpillars we had to carefully avoid trampling. In one location we were at, they were pretty well everywhere we looked. Later in 

the afternoon I encountered quite large numbers (100+) crossing the Linney road at various places (various sizes). Some will inevitably get squashed by military 

traffic and probably today by various shepherds’ vehicles - as there was a lot of activity rounding up the sheep to go back to the Preselis.  Where Annie was 

surveying yesterday (400-500 metres inland from the coast) she noted many individuals (certainly in the hundreds). All told, we probably encountered thousands of 

caterpillars, during the several hours we were there yesterday. As often is the case in spring, many were basking on the ant-hills.  

From what we saw, I suspect that the recent quite severe gorse/heath fires over at Linney probably haven't caused too much damage (to this species anyway).    

 

Rhondda Cynon Taff  

 

Ben Williams went across to Tonyrefail on Monday (25th April) and eventually came across larvae in exactly the same place on site 16, where they were seen last 

year. There had been some grass fires/burning, but for the second consecutive year, not as severe as the regular pattern a few years ago.  

 

 

4. Dark Green Fritillary (DGF) – no new reports 
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5. High Brown Fritillary (HBF) – 3 new reports   
  

Every four years (2002, 2006, 2010 & 2014) we 

carry out habitat quality monitoring transects 

across up to 25 sub-sites, in order to measure 

changes and feedback into management. In 2015 

however, due to more precise management 

rotation by commoners and additional areas 

managed by BC, we added 20 additional habitat 

transects and this year, we’ve added 14 more.  

 

Occasionally, we encounter HBF caterpillars 

during this process. However, this year caterpillar 

searches in known breeding sub-sites have already 

revealed three HBF caterpillars. One was found 

by Mike Clark on 4th May on a private part of the 

site. Matthew Sparks was able to find two on 

public access land on 8th May (see photos left).   

 

 

 
High Brown ‘needles in a haystack’ – Alun Valley 

11th May 2106 – Matthew Sparks 
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6. Silver-washed Fritillary (SWF) - no reports 
 

 

This newsletter was compiled from reports received up to 9th May, but do keep reports coming in and I’ll pass on to BC Wales office as soon 

as enough received or to suit their dates. Many thanks to all contributors and apologies, if I’ve missed any out!   

 

 

 

Richard Smith, 

10 May 2016 


