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“FRITS ABOUT, 2017 – No.5” 

(18 new report items in this edition – received from 24th July 2017 to 8th August 2017)   
 

Dear all, 

Since last Frits About on 22nd July, the weather pattern has been rather firmly “unsettled” with regular showers, coolness and breeziness”. 

Not altogether inspiring (although extremely different to southern Europe), so no point in dwelling on that.  
 

A call for extra volunteer help   

At the coal face of outdoor fritillary related human activity, we are making preparations for the MF larval web survey season.  Although we have 

some part time staff resource in George, Clare and latterly Julia, we do depend a fair bit on help from volunteers. Indeed we may need to increase 

this dependency!  A recent informal review of what we know of MF in Carmarthenshire and Glamorgan alone has revealed over 60 possible 

metapopulations and up to 160 different occupied sites since 2000.  Possible metapopulations vary between single known sites and up to 30 known 

sites in the case of Mynydd Mawr.  20 of these “metapopulations” have not been fully surveyed for suitable habitat.  Of course, if we continue to 

assess habitat between and around these, it might turn out that there is a smaller number of larger ones.  BC Wales operates a review visit system of 

all known sites to check continued occupation every 5 years, but even after that, just in this S E corner of Wales, there is a lot of ground to cover.  

Do consider joining us, as extra pairs of eyes will cover ground far more efficiently.  We’ll try to ensure you’re with experienced people, which should 

add to the enjoyment and we can contribute to travel costs.  

The survey window is likely to be roughly 23rd August to similar date in September, so if you might have a little time to assist during these 

four weeks, please contact myself, George, Clare or Julia. (If you can help in Pembrokeshire, our contact is David Redhead).   
 

HBF seems to have done well enough, with activity across most parts of its remaining very large site, including a remote part where not seen 

for several years. Dark Green Frits are now largely worn out but expect Silver-washed around for a few weeks yet.  
 

Please do send brief frit-related snippets during the coming weeks; we'll aim to get another edition out around end of August. Good luck in 

your searches and don’t forget to contact George, Clare, Julia or myself if you wish to help with group survey visits (see above).  
As always, contributions to Frits About are very welcome – but don’t forget to send in your records to County Butterfly Recorders as well.   There is now also a Facebook discussion 

group set up by Mike Bright of BC’s South Wales branch, in addition to North Wales branch’s facebook page and BC Wales facebook page.  Judy in the Wales office will be pleased to 
receive feedback on the E-news generally.        Please keep Frits About contributions coming to me at my new e-mail address rgsoverton@gmail.com 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/2390/Recording-contacts.html#NORTH%20WALES
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationSouthWalesBranch/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationSouthWalesBranch/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/277847912412601/
https://www.facebook.com/bcwales/
mailto:jburroughs@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:rgsoverton@gmail.com
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1. Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF) – no new reports since 30th May 

 

 

2. Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (SPBF) – 1 new report since 24th July 
 

Pembs 

Bob Haycock: (late report via David Redhead) “I have noted small pearl bordered fritillary (2) in Range West on 24th June – not far from the Wash, both were quite 

worn specimens. D G Frits were general well distributed on the Range that day despite quite murky conditions.” 

 

3. Marsh Fritillary (MF)- 3 new reports since 24th July 

Heads of the Valleys (Hirwaun/Penderyn) 

Following the report in last Frits About of my visit to a small site near A465 east of Hirwaun, which still had MFs and much better habitat than a decade or so ago, 

it now appears that owner was not approached for access and has now received a written apology from consultants. It is not yet fully clear what will happen to the 

site however.  

 

Pembrokeshire 

David Redhead sends some butterfly records, observations & thoughts from Pembrokeshire: “On the 5th August I checked out the MF webs on Linney Head to find 

nothing had noticeably changed since the 23rd July – perhaps not surprising in view of the intervening generally poor weather. Reassuringly my 20 minute web count 

came out at 74 against 71 a fortnight earlier. A lot of the 20 minutes was again spent trying to work out what was occupied and what was a previous now abandoned 

working. The attached photo gives a good example – the only occupied part was of this “mess” of webs was the extreme edge of the patch as indicated by the white 

arrow – thus all this “mess” of webs only added one to the count”. See photo on next page.  

 

Tonyrefail and South RCT  

 

Following contact from Coal Authority, Ben Williams & RGS attended a site meeting with Natural Resources Wales at Rhos Tonyrefail site 16 on 13th July. George 

Tordoff accompanied NRW staff back to site on 26th July, when two tiny MF webs were identified within the vicinity of the proposed work.   



To retain and respect confidentiality of precise sites and often extremely sensitive goodwill towards conservation efforts, some site descriptions are such as only to be 
recognisable to those already aware of each site’s location. Sites only have public access to extent shown on OS maps.  

Reminder: reports to Frits About are no substitute for actual records. However, county recorders are included in Frits About circulation list and will thus be 
alerted to look out for actual records in due course. Please therefore follow up in usual way. 

3 

 
Below: Castlemartin Marsh Fritillary webs “mess” , D Redhead – see Pembs article above. 
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4. Dark Green Fritillary (DGF) – 8 new reports since 24th July 

Bridgend  

George Tordoff: “Just one female DGF at Merthyr Mawr today (24 July)”. 

  

N W Wales. 

 

Stephanie Waites, who says she is new to Butterfly Conservation, identified a Dark Green Fritillary at Aberffraw Dunes on morning of 3rd August. Via Facebook. 

 

Martin Chadwick: “I am a butterfly recorder from Cumbria who recently had a pleasant afternoon (25th July) on the Great Orme.  I was not too surprised to see 

some dark green fritillaries up there (three rather worn specimens) but was pleasantly surprised to find two in the public car park in Llandudno (on the orange 

Buddleia) and one in the alpine gardens”. 

 

Pembs 

 

Bob Haycock: (late report via David Redhead) “I have noted Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary (2) in Range West on 24th June – not far from the Wash, both were quite 

worn specimens. D G Frits were general well distributed on the Range that day despite quite murky conditions.” 

6th July - Stackpole Warren transect – 4 DGF recorded 

6th July – Ramsey Island transect (Lisa Morgan) – 4 DGF recorded 

11th July –Stackpole Warren transect – 8 DGF recorded 

13th July – Ramsey Island transect (Lisa Morgan) – 1 DGF recorded 

17th July – Stackpole Warren transect – 8 DGF recorded 

David Redhead: “During a late afternoon visit (4.15 to 5.45pm) to Castlemartin Ranges on 5th August I recorded several other species, but not a single DGF”. 

 

Vale of Glamorgan 

Alun valley. 

No new reports, but just a mile away, George Tordoff had one female DGF at Merthyr Mawr (24 July)”..  
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5. High Brown Fritillary (HBF) – 1 new summary report   

Vale of Glamorgan 

 

Alun valley. 

Russel has produced the latest 

graphs. Although as reported 

in the previous Frits About, 

the transect results were not 

spectacular this year, the 

overall number of sightings on 

the transect was similar to 

2016. The extra sightings in 

Pant St Brides over 3 weeks 

are not included in the 

transect figures, so clearly 

there is an important extra 

population on this part of the 

site, which we’ll try to take 

account of fully in future 

years.  
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6. Silver-washed Fritillary (SWF) – 5 new reports since 24th July 
 

Pembrokeshire 

11th July – Stackpole Warren transect – 4 SWF recorded 

15th July – Sychpant (Gwaun Valley) transect (Alison Rees) – 1 SWF recorded 

17th July – Stackpole Warren transect – 2 SWF recorded 

5th August – A female SWF was nectaring on a feral roadside buddleia in the middle of Cresselly Big Wood (SN0605) – this species has never been recorded before 

in this mainly conifer wood. The following day the female (identifiable by her wing damage) was still there but a male was also flying around at high speed and only 

occasionally visiting the buddleia. The next day the male had taken up full time nectaring but the female had disappeared. Since 2014 the wood has undergone 

inadvertent “improvement” owing to forestry operations. Sadly the first area to be felled already has orderly rows of 10 foot new conifers in evidence. On a 

brighter note the extensive hardcore tracks created throughout the wood to facilitate the felling of even more conifers will have longer lasting benefits. I shall be 

taking more interest in this site in the future on my way to and from the retail “delights” of Pembroke Dock.    

 

Vale of Glamorgan 

During a HBF transects, 9 SWFs have now been identified, both in Hermitage Wood and on Old Castle Down, near Ewenny, since 28th June.   
 

 

 

This newsletter was compiled from reports received up to midday on 8th August, but do keep reports coming in and I’ll compile and pass on to 

BC Wales office as soon as enough received or to suit their dates. Many thanks to all contributors and apologies, if I’ve missed any out!   

 

 

Richard Smith, 

8 August 2017. 


