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“FRITS ABOUT, 2017 – No.6” 

(48 new report items in this edition – received from 9th August 2017 to 6th September 2017)  
  

 

Dear all,  

 

This edition is largely focused on Marsh Fritillaries, with much current activity relating to larval web surveys and habitat 

assessment. SWFs are nonetheless still being reported and there is a smattering of older reports of other species which have 

now finished their flight periods for this year. A notable occurrence however is that of reports of second brood SPBF – a rare 

occurrence in Wales, usually odd ones at Castlemartin. However, this year’s records come from both Anglesey and Radnorshire, 

and as recently as 1st September. (There are also reports this August from west Cornwall). 
 

Some contemporary Marsh Fritillary stories. 

Marsh Fritillaries continue to show signs of resilience and persistence in often unexpected ways that sometimes seem at odds with 

human instincts. Management for the species is subject to a great deal of guidance and discussion in the daily lives of many butterfly 

conservationists. Sometimes, as with Rhos Tonyrefail, with the best will in world and theoretical SSSI “powers”, given the 

characteristics of the humans who own or rent such sites, it can frustratingly take years for grazing and other management to evolve 

into what best suits MFs. MFs function on a statistical basis that a reasonable amount of habitat will usually be available and in right 

condition within a metapopulation, so protecting the metapopulation size is a key essential to maintaining those statistical chances.  

 

Site 29 at Tonyrefail is a great example of how after a decade of stubborn over-grazing, changes in ownership and more favourable 

stocking levels can return habitat to “occupiable” condition and the MFs then duly appear – whether actually suddenly or just at now very 

visible levels.  On the other hand, compare the misfortune at a smallholding site in mid Carms with plenty of scabious but no recent 

records. Then comes a MF record in June this year, but then sheep grazing eliminates most of the scabious within days of their  
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introduction. This could be the shortest recorded MF occupation although no doubt it goes on unnoticed in modern working farm 

situations where remnant habitat survives. Click for Marsh Fritillary Factsheet including guidance on management.   

 

Another interesting study is emerging at a north Carms site where 8 damp fields are very, very lightly horse-grazed as one unit early in 

the year, are topped in August and the arisings are left. This year nearly 50 MFs were on the wing and already 6 webs found, just a 

couple of days after the recent (late August) cut.  
 

Left: typical larval web, Harford on 31 Aug – c 10mm length, mid second instar.  

Right: fields needing restoration close to new site west of Harford where BC plans to run a joint volunteer work party with WTSWW later this winter)  

 
 

 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/marsh_fritillary-psf.pdf
http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/marsh_fritillary-psf.pdf
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Another surprise was that after finding 11 MFs flying in June in one of several suitable fields at a new site west of Harford in north 

Carms, and none flying in the other suitable fields, we returned last week to find no webs in the field where 11 adults were flying but 

3webs in the adjoining field where none were flying.  

 

“Never underestimate Marsh Fritillaries!” might be one moral of some of these stories!      

 

If any of these Marsh Fritillary stories intrigue you, do get in touch. We don’t know all the answers but can explain some 

possibilities.  
 

Volunteers? 

We rely on volunteers to help increase our coverage in Wales. In September, we concentrate on visits to Marsh Fritillary sites. 

We’ve plans for most of Carmarthenshire, and parts of Gower, Hirwaun, Seven Sisters and Tonyrefail where more eyes will 

increase our coverage. You’ll meet like-minded people and get to some great sites! 

 

Good luck in your searches and don’t forget to contact George, Clare or myself if you wish to help with any group survey visits.  

 

Please do send brief frit-related snippets during the coming weeks; we'll aim to get another edition out this year but the field 

season for MF web searches is likely to be over within the month. 

 

Richard Smith,  6th September 2017 

 
As always, contributions to Frits About are very welcome – but don’t forget to send in your records to County Butterfly Recorders as well.  
There is now also a Facebook discussion group set up by Mike Bright of BC’s South Wales branch, in addition to North Wales branch’s facebook page and BC Wales facebook page.  
Judy in the Wales office will be pleased to receive feedback on the E-news generally.   
Please keep Frits About contributions coming to me at my new e-mail address rgsoverton@gmail.com 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/2390/Recording-contacts.html#NORTH%20WALES
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationSouthWalesBranch/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/277847912412601/
https://www.facebook.com/bcwales/
mailto:jburroughs@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:rgsoverton@gmail.com
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1. Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF) – no new reports since 30th May 

 

2. Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (SPBF) – 3 new reports since 9th August 
 

N W Wales 

Steph Waites: “I recently put up a picture of a Dark Green Fritillary that I'd seen at 

Aberffraw on the N Wales BC facebook page, saying that I am new to BC.  I am also 

generally new to butterfly id and to fritillaries in particular.  So I am sending this photo of 

one I saw this afternoon (12th August), again at Aberffraw Dunes, directly to you hoping 

that you might identify it for me before you record it for Frits About!  I wondered if it 

could be a Small Pearl-bordered?  I’m afraid I didn’t see the underside at all”.  

(I received this e-mail direct from Steph. As many readers will be aware, SPBF can have a 

partial second brood albeit it can be a very local phenomenon – Ed)  
 

Steph again: “It was interesting what you said about a second brood.  I actually also saw 

another Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary in equally good condition the next day (August 

13th) at a different site – the dunes behind Traeth Crigyll (near Rhosneigr). 

 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Steph Waites 

Radnorshire 

Coincidentally Barbara Brown reports SPBF as recently as 1st September at Gilfach in Radnorshire. 
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF)- 19 new reports since 9th August 
 

Carmarthenshire 

At a known site in SN4718 near Capel Dewi, owners recorded just 3 MFs flying this year. They will search for larval webs.  

 

Quentin McGarvie advises that he saw a Marsh Fritillary in his fields near Cynywl Elfed in SN3826, earlier this year. This is a new one km square 

for the species in last 25 years, next nearest being near Bronwydd Arms over 10 years ago. Sadly, however, when searching the fields for larval 

webs, he discovered that his sheep had “eaten every single scabious plant apart from those outside of the fences – I am very annoyed”.  

We are working with the Carmarthenshire Meadows Group to get grazing advice (avoiding sheep) for Rhos Pasture accessible 

 – see Marsh Fritillary species Factsheet via the Butterfly Conservation website. 

 

On 31st August, RGS with volunteers, Alan, Dai, Gareth & Paul visited two sites in Harford (north of county along A482) where MFs had been 

recorded for first time back in June. At the first site in SN6342, the field where 13 MFs were flying in June didn’t reveal any larval webs, but the 

field adjoining it to the south (where no MFs flying on survey day in June) revealed 3 larval webs – so another new field with MFs.  

 

At a much larger site in SN6443 consisting of 8 fields grazed by a maximum of 3 horses, then topped (and arisings left) in late August, plus one field 

too tussocky to top, 6 larval webs were found. 2 webs were present in more open species-rich hollows in the un-topped field.  Although we didn’t have 

time to search the topped fields, a very brief search revealed 4 occupied larval webs on top edge of a shallow ditch, just inches from where tractor 

had cut two days earlier. We hope to find time to return to estimate live webs later in September, once Succisa growth has come through arisings 

better. Not an ideal management but an interesting study and if cutting height not too close survival is clearly possible, as witnessed by the 49 MFs 

flying in June after last year’s similar regime. On the day, most larvae were approx. 10mm length.    

 

Several further days of larval web and habitat assessment visits are planned across Carmarthenshire later this month. Help always welcome! 

 

 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/marsh_fritillary-psf.pdf
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Heads of the Valleys (Hirwaun/Penderyn) 

Further news of the fate of the small site near A465 east of Hirwaun, which still has MFs and much better habitat than a decade or so ago, and 

after it was admitted that owner was not approached for access and has now received a written apology from consultants. It now seems the site is 

assigned the role of some kind of recipient of ancient woodland habitat translocated from other locations affected by the A465 dualling scheme! 

BCW is responding to the public consultation which closes this week.   

 

N W Wales 

Morfa Harlech NNR. Clare Williams reports: “Unfortunately, but unsurprisingly, no larval webs found during annual monitoring on 29th August by BC 

and NRW.  However, habitat structure and Succisa  abundance looking much better than for a number of years, following a period of no grazing”. 

 

Pembrokeshire 

David Redhead advises (by e-mail on 16th August): “Saw Bob (Haycock) yesterday and asked how they went and whether help might be needed to 

complete the job. He said they had done as much as they could in a day but ideally some more needed doing but nothing had been agreed. In his 

opinion the counts were much higher than last year.” 

David Redhead summarises in haste (on 5th September): “MF - Negative visit for webs to Hendrewen 

already reported. Similarly the discovered destruction by neglect of an historic site (1995) at 

Tregroes Moor. Linney Down (rather than Linney Head as previously reported) covered in webs 

whereas equally good habitat on St Govan's Head/Trevallen Downs is devoid of them. Bob H is of the 

opinion that there were significantly more webs on Castlemartin Ranges this year than last - no 

doubt this will eventually come out in the wash when the 2017 transect data becomes available, let 

alone the 2016 report”.  

 

Swansea  

Mark Hipkin: “Found a Marsh Frit larval web at Welshmoor today (11th August). It was at the 

western end and only one found during a brief search.”      Marsh Fritillary larval web, Mark Hipkin 
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Swansea cont. 

George Tordoff: “I made a start on the Fairwood Common transects (4th Sept) - it was drizzly on and off but the webs were big and very obvious, so 

I don't think the weather had much impact on number of webs found. The good news is web numbers were up on last year, with 19 webs compared to 

7 (I think) on equivalent transects last year. I've not done those which were the most productive last year - we can do those hopefully next week”. 

 

Tonyrefail and South RCT                

On 22nd August, George Tordoff visited site 29 in Rhos Tonyrefail where volunteers Lucie and Paul had recorded adults earlier this year. “14 webs, 

all along the same boundary. I couldn't find any others in this field despite some nice habitat patches. I looked quickly at the areas of site 28 - these 

bits were not too overgrazed, but I couldn't find any webs. Might be worth someone else having a look in a week or two? Most of the webs were quite 

small, smaller than those at the          

bypass fields, though a few were larger”. Further larval web search days are planned this month. 

 

Between Ben Williams, George, Lucie & RGS, a total of 12 webs were recorded w/c 21st August, in the one recently un-grazed field of Church Village 

Bypass MF Conservation land, with the largest field yielding none. All the fields in this parcel are currently under management for MFs and grazed 

rotationally by local cattle, with winter work by Tidy Towns Team supplementing the cattle grazing.  

 

Ystradgynlais metapopulation (including Ystradgynlais & Seven Sisters) 

Russel Hobson (BCW) and Chris Jones (Brecknock Wildlife Trust) advised of 49 webs at Cae Lyndon reserve on Friday (1st September) after a total 

search of the site (one field). The other two BWT managed Ystradgynlais sites had no webs. 

 

Severn Sisters and Rhos Common are yet to be searched.  
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4. Dark Green Fritillary (DGF) – 4 new reports since 9th August 
 

Monmouthshire 

1st July: Dark Green Fritillary at Slade Wood. (Martin Anthoney and Roger James) 

18th July: 6 Dark Green Fritillary at Blaenserchan (Rupert Perkins) 

 

Pembrokeshire  

David Redhead reports two definite DGF sightings: 

7th August - singleton recorded on the Stackpole Warren transect 

27th August - a very late singleton recorded on the Stackpole Warren transect 

 

 

5. High Brown Fritillary (HBF) – no new reports   

 

 

 

6. Silver-washed Fritillary (SWF) – 22 new reports since 9th August 
 

Carmarthenshire 

Alan Reynolds recorded a SWF for the first time for at least 20 years in his fields in SN3027 in Penybont near Trelech. 

Quentin McGarvie had what sounds like a worn Silver-washed Fritillary in his fields near Cynywl Elfed in SN3826.  
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Monmouthshire 

1st July: Silver-washed (and Dark Green) Fritillaries at Slade Wood. Another Silver-washed Fritillary in the adjacent Minnetts Field. 

(Martin Anthoney and Roger James). 

2nd July: Silver-washed Fritillary at Whitelye Woods, with three Fritillaries at the same site on 5th July (Richard Clayton). 

5th July: Four Silver-washed Fritillary at Panta Arches, Angidy Valley. Two further Silver-washed Fritillary at St Pierre’s Great Wood. 

(Martin Anthoney and Roger James). 

12th July: Silver-washed Fritillary at Dixton Embankment (Stephanie Tyler) 

14th July: Silver-washed Fritillary at MoD Caerwent (Martin Anthoney and Roger James) 

17th July: Four Silver-washed Fritillary at Blackrock Quarry, Clydach (Martin Anthoney and Roger James) 

25th July: Silver-washed Fritillary at Wyndcliff (Martin Anthoney and Roger James) 

30th July: Silver-washed Fritillary at Slade Wood (Rupert Perkins) 
 

Pembrokeshire 

David Redhead: a few more genuine records including a repeat visit to two gardens - my feeling is they have not had a good year, whereas DGF had a 

good year”.  
 

9th August - a female still loitering by the buddleias in Cresselly Big Wood - but none seen in subsequent checks 

9th August - two females & 2 males at Sunnyhill Farm, Jeffreyston - all looking quite fresh 

12th August - another sighting on the Sychpant transect in Gwaun Valley by David Livingstone 

19th August - three seen at West Williamston WTSWW Reserve - one damaged, other two in fair condition 

19th August - two seen at a private site on the edge of West Williamston village, both faded but otherwise apparently in good condition  

22nd August - a second August visit to Sunnyhill Farm produced only one sighting of a faded, slightly tatty female 

22nd August - a repeat visit to Mel Ouseley's garden near Fishguard - a slightly faded female otherwise in good condition 

23rd August - a repeat visit to Wendy Redhead's garden at Jeffreyston - a tatty individual 
 

This newsletter was compiled from reports received up to midday on 6th September 2017, but do keep reports coming in and I’ll compile and pass on to BC 

Wales office as soon as enough received or to suit their dates. Many thanks to all contributors and apologies, if I’ve missed any out!  

Richard Smith, 4th September 2017 


