
 
 

Welcome to our Autumn Newsletter 
 
Contributions to our newsletters are always welcome – please contact Shona at 
sgreig@butterfly-conservation.org or the postal address below.  If you do not wish to receive 
our newsletter in the future, simply reply to this message with the word ‘unsubscribe’ in the 
title – thank you. 
 
Scotland Team (Paul Kirkland, Tom Prescott, Shona Greig, Sara Green and Ami Crozier) 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland 
Balallan House, Allan Park, Stirling, FK8 2QG   
t:    01786 447753 
e:   scotland@butterfly-conservation.org     
w:  www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland 
 

Join us on Facebook!   
By joining us on Facebook, you can keep up to date with the latest news and sightings! 
Send us your photos and let us know what’s going on where you are and cheer up your 
newsfeed and compare notes with others passionate about butterflies, moths and the 
natural world!  Be friends with us at www.facebook.com/bcscotland  
 
Scottish Members’ Day 2014 
We had a lovely day recently at Battleby, 
Perthshire at our annual Scottish Members’ 
Day.  We had a great turnout of both people 
and butterflies with Red Admirals and 
Commas being spotted in the grounds once 
the sun came out at lunchtime and John 
Thorpe’s ‘Last Night’s Moths’ session included 
the stunning Merveille du Jour!  We heard a 
wide variety of talks and presentations and 
celebrated the 10th anniversary of Tom’s Quiz  
- congratulations must go to South & West 
Branch who won the much coveted Kindrogan 
Cup!  Thanks to everyone who helped to 
make the day such a success! 
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Dates for your Diary 
 

Scottish Recorder’s Gathering - Saturday, 7th March 2015  
 
The 2015 Scottish Recorders’ Gathering for those interested in recording butterflies 
and moths will take place at the Battleby Conference Centre, by Perth on Saturday 
7th March next year.  All welcome - more details will follow in due course. 
 
Autumn Work Parties 
 
Bog Squad Workparty, Blairbeich Bog 
Saturday 18th October 2014, 10.00am-3.00pm 
Blairbeich Bog, near Gartocharn, West Dunbartonshire 
We will continue our work on invasive rhododendron and other scrub, will start ditch-
damming, and may complete a peat depth survey at this lovely site inside the Loch 
Lomond & Trossachs National Park. There will be another workparty here on 25 
October. 
 
Highland Branch Work Party – Glen Orrin, near Muir of Ord 
Saturday 25th October 2014 
Due to the success of the annual Polmaily work party (aka The Polmaily Bake-off) 
near Drumnadrochit, the Highland branch are keen to squeeze in another work party 
before the end of the year.  This time it is at Glen Orrin, which is just west of Muir of 
Ord on the Fairburn Estate.  The site has both Pearl and Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillaries which are being monitored by Margaret Currie and Andy Scott.  Two years 
ago the estate kindly flailed the main track to improve access as well as enhance the 
habitat for the butterflies.  However, regrowth particularly of broom and gorse now 
needs to be cut back and we are also hoping that further areas of the south-facing 
hillside can be cleared. 
Time:  Anytime from 10.30 – c3pm. 
Meeting place:  Parking at the work site is limited, therefore, we will meet at the 
visitor’s car park at the entrance to Glen Orrin, grid NH474514, at 10.30am.  We will 
then take as few cars as possible a mile further up the glen to the site.  If you cannot 
make it at 10.30 then hopefully you will find us up the glen on the south or left hand 
side of the road as you drive up the glen along the track that starts at approx 
NH464517. 
Directions:  From Marybank on the A832 take the minor road south for 1.5 miles to 
Aultgowrie.  On the south side of the bridge turn west for 200 yards to a small car 
park for visitors.  OS Map Landranger 26. 
Approx duration:  4-5 hours but you are welcome to join in and leave whenever you 
want.  Every little helps so if you only want to come for an hour that will still be very 
welcome. 
What’s needed:  Bring lunch and wear old clothes.  Bring gloves, secateurs, loppers 
and bow-saws if you have them.  Further hand-tools and gloves will be available.  
Tea, coffee and CAKE will also be provided! 
Leader names:  Margaret Currie and Tom Prescott. 
Leaders contact details:   Margaret 01349 877223 or Tom 01540 661469  Mob: 
07979785665  
E-mail: moths.vc106@btinternet.com or tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/244-3454/bog-squad-workparty-blairbeich-bog.html
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Wester Moss workparty, Stirling 
Saturday 1st November 2014, 10.00am-3.30pm 
Fallin, near Stirling 
Come and help clear pine and install plastic dams on this wonderful lowland 
peatland! Bring stout boots or wellies, warm clothing and a packed lunch. 
 
Kingshill Workparty 
Saturday 29th November 2014, 10.00am-3.30pm 
near Allanton, Shotts, Scotland 
Kingshill Local Nature Reserve in Allanton, carrying on with scrub removal on the 
peat bog and bing slopes there, and maybe installing some plastic dams. 
 
Bog Squad Workparty, Cander Moss 
Tuesday 9th December 2014, 10.00am-3.00pm 
Cander Moss, near Larkhall in South Lanarkshire 
We will use hand tools to remove small birch trees across the open bog. 
 
BC events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check out our website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as 
well as your local Branch website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 
Highlands & Islands –  www.highland-butterflies.org.uk 
South West Scotland –  www.southwestscotland-butterflies.org.uk 
East Scotland –   www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk 
 

 

Branch News 

East Branch 
 
Some months ago Duncan Davidson indicated that he'd be stepping down as branch 
Butterfly Recorder after quite a few years of doing this vital and quite demanding job 
for the whole of the branch area. It now looks as though we're almost at the point 
where we know what's going to happen in the future - the role will be split amongst 
several people, each dealing with records from just a part of the branch. There are 
several loose ends still to tie up, so watch this space and other outlets for 
announcements on who to send details of your butterfly sightings to from the start of 
next year.  
Note - all 2014 East Scotland butterfly records should be sent to Duncan 
Davidson as usual. 
 
As anticipated in the last e-news, the summer has turned out to be very good for 
some of our butterflies and particularly for moths.  
 
It seems that 2014 was quite a season for Small Blue in east Berwickshire with 4 
new sites found through May and June (Iain Cowe). However, it is likely that these 
colonisers have found success a little earlier, possibly colonising in smaller numbers 
as early as 2012. Much more surprisingly, a few adults were found at an abandoned 
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quarry site with minimal Kidney Vetch several miles inland. These would be the first 
inland Small Blues since the demise of the Hawick colonies in the western Borders in 
the 1990s. All extremely encouraging developments. 
 
The Berwickshire coast has also revealed some more moth secrets. In early July a 
Pimpinel Pug was light-trapped at a site just north of Eyemouth (Barry Prater) and a 
couple of weeks later four more were trapped at a different site by the shore a few 
km to the north (Jack Ibbotson and Barry Prater). This moth is not known north of 
Yorkshire apart from an unverifiable nineteenth 
century record (also Berwickshire) and so it 
probably represents a new species for 
Scotland. The initial sighting could well have 
been just a stray from much further afield, but 
the second group strongly suggests that we 
have a resident population - there is plenty of 
the larval foodplant Burnet-saxifrage around. 
While all this was going on, amazingly there 
was another find of the pug - this one much 
further north on the south coast of Fife (Brian 
Little).  
                                                                                          Pimpinel Pug – Barry Prater 

 
 
Also in Fife a Speckled Wood was spotted 
by Albert Lawrie - as with the Pimpinel Pug, 
there are very old and sketchy suggestions 
that this has occurred long ago in Fife, but I 
suspect this will be the first accepted 
sighting of this butterfly which is still rapidly 
expanding its range in various parts of 
Scotland. It was a rather tatty individual so 
may have travelled across from the Lothians 
to reach Fife.  
                

                  Speckled Wood – Albert Lawrie 

 
 
Back in the Borders, hill-top moth trapping 
by Malcolm Lindsay and Teyl de Bordes in 
Peeblesshire resulted in an astonishing 
record of 65 Northern Darts. Not only has 
this species never been recorded in this 
area, it was thought to be confined to 
highland areas in Aberdeenshire. An 
amazing and very encouraging discovery.                                               
                                                                                             
 
                                                                                  Northern Dart – Teyl de Bordes 

 
 
 



A Camberwell Beauty made a brief appearance in Linlithgow in August (Margaret 
Thom) - a very rare visitor to the UK and especially Scotland!  

 
Camberwell Beauty – Pete Eeles 

 
Further north, the Pearl-bordered Fritillary seems to 
have recovered somewhat after a poor season in 
2013, but there are encouraging reports of the Dark 
Bordered Beauty on Deeside. It was present at all 
known sites and the habitat is improved at one 
where sheep grazing in spring has been restricted, 
allowing caterpillars to feed on Aspen suckers. The 
dedicated work of local surveyors is critical in 
maintaining knowledge of the fortunes of this 
beautiful, rare and vulnerable moth.  
                                                                                Pearl-bordered Fritillaries mating – Helen Rowe 

 
Some excellent research by Paul Brooks at St Cyrus has shown that the rare 
Bordered Grey's caterpillars there feed on Restharrow and he has reared adults this 
year from them. Exciting stuff! 

       
Bordered Grey male – Paul Brooks    Bordered Grey female – Paul Brooks           Bordered Grey caterpillar  

                                                                                                                                                         – Paul Brooks 

Barry Prater 

 
Fife News 
Pimpinel Pug 
They seek him here, they seek him there, those Fifers seek him everywhere.  Is he 
in Muchty or maybe Kinkell? That demned elusive Pimpinel. With apologies to 
Baroness Orczy! 
 



On 15 July, a recorder in Kinghorn caught a Pimpinel Pug – the first for Fife or VC85 
and only the second Scottish record after one from Berwickshire earlier in the month. 
(The same recorder also had Fife’s first Toadflax Pug – is Kinghorn a Pug 
Paradise?) So is the Pimpinel Pug resident or a stray from what now appears to be 
an established colony in Berwickshire?   

 
                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             Pimpinel Pug                                                                                                Toadflax Pug 

To try to find out, we agreed to look for caterpillars feeding on the seeds of Burnet-
saxifrage.  Having read that Burnet-saxifrage likes rocky limestone habitat, and 
Kinghorn being almost overlooked by the Binn, I thought I’d start there.  On a sunny 
late September afternoon I did just that. It is seven years since I’d been there and I 
had forgotten just how rich in Common Rock-rose the site is.  But where was the 
Burnet-saxifrage?  There were lots of umbellifers gone to seed, but I had never 
knowingly seen Burnet-saxifrage and I was relying on a quick scan through Wild 
Flowers of Britain and Ireland, by Blamey, Fitter and Fitter to help me find the right 
one.  It grows up to 70cm high apparently, but most importantly without any of the 
spiny bracts that can be seen supporting the umbels of so many of this family. I 
learned later that the leaves are even more of a giveaway, with the root leaf 
resembling salad-burnet and being quite different from the more linear stem leaves 
(thanks Charlotte!).  In any case after at least a couple of hours scrambling round the 
rocky outcrops, peering down at the path-side vegetation and wading through the 
neighbouring meadow I had found no more than two or three isolated examples of 
Burnet-saxifrage – and they were nowhere near as tall as 70cm: 40cm at the most 
and quite difficult to see in the undergrowth. The seeds were a deep purple colour 
but there were no caterpillars feeding on them. 
 
I had pretty well decided to give up and wait for next year when the flowering plant 
would be more easily found, but Roy Leverton suggested I ask the local plant 
recorder for some sites - obvious really. So I got in touch with BSBI’s local recorder 
Sandy Edwards, and he suggested a few sites including Earlsferry, Kincraig, 
Balvaird Castle Car Park and Auchtermuchty Common.  I also had a look on the 
NBN gateway, which showed records from a couple of old SWT surveys at Lielowan 
Meadow.  We were blessed with some fine dry evenings in the last week in 
September and I was able to spend time after work visiting a number of these sites. 
 
I had never been to Lielowan Meadow and while I like to think I’m enthusiastic rather 
than stupid, my expedition there strains the distinction somewhat.  Instead of 
checking out the location through SWT’s website or on an OS map, I just wrote down 
the grid reference from the Gateway, noted approximately where about in Fife I had 
to go and rushed off with a hand-held GPS.  When I got there, I could see a small 
strip of rough ground across a deep road-side ditch.  You know the sort of thing... at 



least six feet deep and about as far across; sufficiently overgrown to blur the edges 
and give one the idea that it is simple to step over... and with enough cold water at 
the bottom to easily overwhelm one’s wellies.  Having crossed the ditch after a 
fashion I then spent twenty minutes or so trudging through waist-high nettles, 
brambles, bracken and shoulder-high hogweedy type things.  Clearly I was in the 
wrong place and withdrew. I later learned that the meadow was on the other side of 
the road and had very little Burnet-saxifrage, if any.  So, nothing was lost except my 
credibility. 
 
The next evening I tried the carpark at Balvaird castle, on the A912 between 
Gateside and Glen Farg.  It proved to be a delightful little spot, with a surprising 
amount of Common Rock-rose and a dozen or so examples of Burnet-saxifrage.  I 
examined each plant individually and could find no signs of caterpillars. 
 
Next was Auchtermuchty Common. There has been an enormous amount of work 
done on the Common in recent years, not least to try to improve the meadow and it 
does look quite stunning.  More importantly from my immediate point of view, there is 
lots of Burnet-saxifrage there.  I thought there might be too much to examine each 
plant, but I gave it a try anyway.  I spent around 40 minutes on my hands and knees 
crawling from clump to clump looking at each seed-head in turn.  Thankfully there 
was no-one else around, but unfortunately there were no caterpillars either.  The 
only living thing on any of the plants was a bug (Dolycoris baccarum, Sloe Bug?).  
After a while, I thought it would be more productive to sweep the plants but I gave 
that up very quickly because each sweep stripped all the seeds from the plants and 
that didn’t seem such a good idea in case there were any caterpillars lower in the 
undergrowth preparing to climb up for a feast later. Although there have been a 
number of trapping sessions on the Common over the past few years, never have 
we placed a trap in the middle of the meadow, so it will be worth a punt during the 
Pimpinel Pug’s flight season next year. 
I had already asked Hamish and Charlotte Johnston if they might have a look for 
caterpillars at Kincraig, and I went to the Earlsferry end to try for myself. My visit was 
not great – I found a single Burnet-saxifrage plant – but Hamish and Charlotte had 
better luck.  I had already noted that there was still some Common Rock-rose in 
flower as well as Wild Thyme, and Hamish reported a lot of Burnet-saxifrage at the 
west end of Kincraig that was also still in flower.  Not only that, but in many cases 
both flowering umbels and seed heads were present on the same plant.  Sadly, 
though, there were no caterpillars. 
 
None of the locations we tried are in the immediate vicinity of the capture site and 
there is scope for further adventure next year, perhaps in areas closer to Kinghorn.   
 

Speckled Wood 
Historically, the Speckled Wood has had two strongholds in Scotland, one in 
Argyllshire and the other in the inner Moray Firth. The population in northern England 
has also been knocking on the door of the Scottish Borders. In the last few years, the 
butterfly has expanded its range significantly as can be seen from the map.  The 
Moray Firth population has travelled down the River Don and up the River Dee and 
is now threatening Angus from the north. The western population has spread through 
Glen Lyon into the Pitlochry area and is continuing south to Perth. And the English 



butterflies have already invaded the Borders and the Lothians as far as Edinburgh. It 
has long been my hope that the three groups would converge on Fife and earlier this 
year, we did have our first verified Fife record.  Given its state I’d guess that it is a 
tired traveller from across the water in East Lothian, but where one has come others 
will follow and it will not be long before there are established breeding colonies in 
Fife. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fife’s first Olive 
 
George Guthrie has been moth trapping in his back garden 
in Cardenden for a few years. During that period, he has 
recorded a number of firsts for the county. Most recently, 
he recorded Fife’s first Olive, to bring his garden list to over 
300!  Who’d have thought that Cardenden would be such a 
Moth Mecca? 
 
Duncan Davidson 
 
 
 

 



South&West Branch 
 
Dumfries & Galloway Sub-group 
Birkshaw Forest Visit 
On the 9th August a joint visit with Glasgow Natural History Society (organised by 
Scott Donaldson from SW Branch) to Birkshaw Forest confirmed the continued 
presence of Essex Skipper with 8 individuals seen. However the trip was perhaps 
more notable with a count of 175 Peacocks; considering it is a fairly well contained 
site surrounded by Conifer Plantation and we only kept to main paths this was a 
spectacular showing. The day also turned up a 
couple of Painted Ladies (which seem to have 
been something of a rarity this year) and 7 other 
species including 19 Red Admirals, 10 Small 
Tortoiseshells, 4 Common Blue, all 3 white 
butterflies and a Meadow Brown. Together with 3 
species of dragonfly and a variety of day flying 
moths it was deemed to be a successful outing, 
and one certainly to be repeated next year. 
                                                                                        Essex Skipper - Richard Eagles 

Bugs in the Bog 
‘Bugs in the Bog’ (the sort of  title which gets people itching to get involved) is a 
small project involving volunteers in invertebrate monitoring on peat bogs this 
autumn managed by Dumfries & Galloway Environmental Resources Centre.  
 
This is an information gathering exercise from a number of bog sites connected with 
The Peatland Action Project. The sites are all undergoing restoration work funded 
through the Scottish Government's Peatland Action Fund operating in 2014-15 to 
help restore and manage a number of peatland sites throughout Scotland. The 
Project is working with invertebrate expert Chris Cathrine (Caledonian Conservation) 
and Emily Taylor (Peatland Action Project Officer at the Crichton Carbon Centre).  
 
Focusing primarily on sampling invertebrates, Chris will be visiting a number of sites 
recording and identifying spiders, bugs and beetles but additional help is needed 
from volunteers to help set and collect pitfall traps, run moth traps and to record any 
other flora and fauna found on the sites (e.g. plants, mosses, fungi). 
 
The priority sites are situated throughout Dumfries & Galloway and one site just in 
the Scottish Borders, namely: Kirkconnell Flow (New Abbey), Bartaggart Moss (near 
Balmaclellan), Cairnsmore of Fleet, Moss of Cree, Carsegowan Moss, 
Longbridgemuir and Talla Moss (Scottish Borders). 
 
The D&G Sub-Group assisted with the ‘inaugural’ Field Meeting at Kirkconnell Flow 
National Nature Reserve on 27 August. Three traps were set up the previous 
evening, the group’s Robinson and 2 Heath Traps operated by Alison Robertson. 
Although only 26 species were identified (171 total moths) it was a reasonable catch 
considering the conditions (damp!). 
 
As well as carrying out pitfall trapping for beetles and spiders, some late-season 
moth records from a number of targeted peatbog sites this autumn would also be 
extremely valuable. So if any roving moth-ers would like to go moth trapping on any 

http://dgerc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf2d3ba2098de8ed6740e1346&id=e3343df86b&e=PNtrkLOaYa


of these sites permission has been secured from the landowners. As many of these 
sites are rather out of the way there is a budget to cover travel expenses so that 
anyone wishing to visit them can claim for their petrol to/from the site.  
 
Those of you interested in taking part please get in touch with Mark Pollitt (DGERC 
Manager) to receive  details of the sites, expenses forms etc. It may be a good way 
help with Atlas coverage too, perhaps adding some late season moths to the 
squares that these sites fall within. A battery skinner trap is available for loan if 
anyone would like to use it.  
Email mpollitt@dgerc.org.uk Website www.dgerc.org.uk www.facebook.com/dgerc  
Richard Eagles, D&G Sub-group 

 

Project News 
 
Wester Moss Natural Communities – (partnership working with TCV) 
Hi there! It’s been all go since I started this position in January. I’ve been running 
events and participating at others, working with schools and kids clubs, running 
healthy walks and more. Here are some of the highlights of what’s been keeping me 
busy.... 
 
Fallin Primary School and Saint 
Margaret’s Primary School  
 
Before the summer holidays I was 
busy working with primary schools, 
helping local children learn about 
the wonders of raised bogs. I spent 
three days with Fallin Primary 
School’s Primary 1’s and 2’s, where 
we explored Wester Moss bog 
through storytelling, arts & crafts 
and generally… getting muddy! I 
also had the chance to work with 
every class at Saint Margaret’s 
Primary School in Cowie. The P4’s 
– 7’s learned about bogs and their 
associated wildlife and created 
some amazing ‘Save the Bog’ 
posters to help us raise awareness 
of the importance of raised bogs. 
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Family Fun Day on the Bing 
The 19th July saw the launch of the Big Butterfly 
Count and to celebrate this I held an event in 
Fallin. The day was a great success thanks to 
help from Buglife, the Inner Forth Landscape 
Initiative and the enthusiasm of the Fallin 
community. Around 50 people came along on a 
very rainy Saturday to take part in a bug walk 
and some butterfly related arts and crafts. Sadly 
the weather didn’t allow us to carry out an actual 
Big Butterfly Count, but the majority took away 
some surveys to do in their gardens at home, so 
all was not lost! 
 
What’s up next? 
Hallowe’en will see our Bugs and Beasties event in Fallin Library, where the 
kids will have the chance to make spooky moths for trick or treating and learn 
about the importance of peatlands by sampling an edible bog! We will also be 
asking the community of Fallin to contribute patchwork squares to our ‘bog 
blanket’, a project aimed at raising awareness of peatlands through arts and 
crafts. 
I’ll keep you posted! 
Ami Crozier 
TCV Natural Communities Apprentice 
 

Conservation Updates 
 

The Bog Squad   
A summer with the Bog Squad 
The Bog Squad had a great summer. We worked and explored bogs at five different 
locations from South Lanarkshire to Fife in many days of glorious sunshine – with 
only one rainy outing. Some highlights were the mothy morning at Cander Moss, the 
88 Large Heath butterflies at Blairbeich – a first record for this SSSI and the 
mysterious bumblebee nest in a Sphagnum moss cushion at Braehead Moss. In total 
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we invested more 
than 200 hours of 
volunteer work, 
built 12 dams and 
removed 1.5ha of 
scrub, which are 
big steps to 
conserving these 
habitats. So a BIG 
Thank You! to all 
of those who have 
supported the Bog 
Squad’s mission to 
improve bogs for 
wildlife and people 
this summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This autumn and winter we are looking forward 
to return to some of our sites and continue our 
efforts. In October (18th and 25th) we will be 
installing the first ever plastic dams at 
Blairbeich Bog SSSI, which will be vital to 
retain the water on this bog. In November 
(22nd) we will conduct a peat depth survey at 
Easter Drumclair Bog, which will help to 
calculate the amount of carbon that is stored in 
this bog. We will also continue to remove scrub 
at all our work parties. 
 
 
 
We are always looking for helping hands! Why not check out our blog: 
http://bogsquad.weebly.com/ for more information & updates. Or get in touch with our 
Stirling Office: 01786 447753. 
Sara Green (Peatland Project Officer) 

(N.B. Sara will be on maternity leave from early November and we are 
delighted to welcome David Hill to the role of Peatland Officer (mat. cover) - 
David will start with us on Nov 3rd.)  

Installing plastic dams at 
Langlands Moss in 
September 

Mothy morning at Cander 
Moss in July 

Measuring peat depth at 
Blairbeich Bog in September 

http://bogsquad.weebly.com/
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XIV International Symposium on Zygaenidae 
(Burnet and Forester moths) 

The symposium, organised jointly by Butterfly Conservation Scotland, Scottish 
Natural Heritage, the Burnet Study Group and University of Aberdeen, was 
held last month in Tobermory on Mull from 17th to 21st September. 

Over 50 delegates from ten countries including Japan, Serbia, Denmark, 
Austria, Germany and France attended.  The main part of the event was held 
at Glengorm Estate, just outside Tobermory where delegates had a packed 
programme of talks covering several specialist aspects of Zygaenidae 
including; the results of recent work on the taxonomy of difficult species 
groups, chemical ecology, pheromones, phenology and studies of Burnets in 
South Africa and America.    

The Symposium also included a field trip to visit a number of the colonies of 
both Slender Scotch and Transparent Burnet meeting both owners and 
managers of these sites.  The final day of the Symposium, on Sunday, was 
based in Aros Hall 
in Tobermory and 
focussed on the 
Scottish Burnets 
including Mull’s 
three species as 
well as Scotland’s 
other rare and 
threatened Burnets; 
the New Forest, 
Mountain and 
Talisker, all of 
which only occur at 
less than a handful 
of colonies.                                          Burnet Moth fieldtrip – Brigid Primrose 

It was a thoroughly enjoyable event hosted in exceptionally good weather.  
The organisers would like to thank all the people on Mull who helped make 
the event so pleasurable.  For more information see the blog on the Glengorm 
Estate website  http://www.glengormcastle.co.uk/?p=2336 
We are hoping that abstracts from the talks and possibly the talks themselves 
will be available in the coming months on a website.  For more information 
contact Tom Prescott:  Tel: 01540 661469  Mob: 07979 785665   
Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  
 
 

Butterfly & Moth Tales 
 
A Lucky Find 
Our regular morning dog walk through the woods and alongside the river in 
Bridge of Allan became suddenly a lot more interesting for a few days in early 

http://www.glengormcastle.co.uk/?p=2336
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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July. We often see roe deer, foxes and red squirrels, and the meadow by the 
river during summer is a haven for Ringlets, Meadow Browns and grass 
moths, but imagine the excitement when we found not one but two Comma 
caterpillars one morning on a small elm growing by the lane between the Darn 
Walk and the old Glen Road! 
 
Over the next few days, we 
found 6 more, all on the 
underside of elm leaves 
between 4 and 15 feet off the 
ground within a few hundred 
metres of each other. One 
was in the process of 
suspending itself ready for 
pupation from a dead twig 
around 10 feet above the 
ground, while the others were 
all fully grown larvae. Two 
taken home pupated within 2 
days, with the adults 
emerging and being released a couple of weeks later. 
 
It seems the Comma is now well-established as a breeding species in central 
Scotland, and the exceptionally mild winter probably helped adult survival. 
Perhaps the caterpillars had been feeding higher up in the trees and became 
more visible as they started to look for suitable pupation sites – they certainly 
were not hard to spot at the time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let’s hope the winter is kind again, and the class of 2014 survive to breed 
again next year! 
Heather Young 
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Welcome back, Fox Moth! 
 
There is a rough heathery hillside adjacent to our property. It is excellent for 
wildlife in general and moths in particular. When we moved here in spring 
1990, almost every day brought another interesting find. It seemed that all the 
characteristic moths associated with heather and blaeberry were present, 
often in good numbers. This was particularly exciting, because moorland 
species were relatively unfamiliar to me at that time. My previous patch had 
been the dry chalk downland of Sussex, home to a very different community 
of moths.  
    
During those first summers I added new ticks to my life list and renewed 
acquaintance with other moths I hadn’t seen since my boyhood trips to the 
Pennines or the Lake District. The species total for the site grew and grew. It 
took several years before I realised that one very obvious and expected moth 
was apparently absent. Why hadn’t I 
seen Fox Moth? The habitat was 
perfect. Even if I’d overlooked the 
adults, the furry black and old-gold 
larvae are so distinctive. I’d found 
plenty of other hairy caterpillars 
feeding on the heather - Emperor, 
Northern Eggar, Pale Eggar, Dark 
Tussock, Wood Tiger, Ruby Tiger – 
but not the most conspicuous one of 
all. The only foxes I saw had four legs 
and bushy tails. 
    
At first I thought it was just a question of time. Perhaps Fox Moth was having 
a run of poor years, or I wasn’t looking in the right places at the proper 
season. But as more summers passed without any sightings, I had to accept 
that Fox Moth was genuinely absent. After all, I was finding its caterpillars 
easily enough elsewhere in Banffshire, on trips to the coast or into the hills. 
And yet, the habitat here seemed ideal. It was a mystery. 
     
Managing our area of hillside is an endless task. The open turf is invaded by 
sallow and alder saplings where the ground is wet and by gorse where the 
ground is dry. Keeping them in check is a perennial battle. So on 19 August 
2014 I bent down to uproot yet another gorse seedling – and came face to 
face with a half-grown Fox Moth caterpillar! It’s hard to say who was the more 
surprised.   
    
Knowing that females lay their eggs in batches, I searched the immediate 
area and soon found another.  Next day produced a third, with four more the 
day after that. Soon the total reached a dozen, after which it became 
impossible to distinguish fresh finds from resightings. By now I was beginning 
to doubt whether all the caterpillars could be the progeny of a single 
colonising female earlier that summer, especially since some were much 
larger than others and presumably older. When I found a huge one over 300m 
from the original hot spot, it confirmed that Fox Moth was already well-
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established and had probably arrived the previous year. Needless to say, I am 
delighted, and look forward to seeing the adults in due course. 

 
                Fox Moth (female) - Roy Leverton                                             Fox Moth (male) – Roy Leverton 

    
Clearly the site was indeed suitable, but it had taken over 20 years for Fox 
Moth to find it, or probably nearer to 40 years. Locals told us about a serious 
fire that devastated the whole hillside about 15 years before we came. The 
evidence was still visible as scarring in the trunk rings of alders and old gorse 
bushes that I felled during management in the 1990s. Counting back the 
growth rings put the date at 1976, the year of a major summer drought. That 
made sense.  
    
Such a fire could easily have wiped out Fox Moth at the site, but why did it 
take so long to recolonise?  The female is a clumsy flier and the heathery  
hillside is isolated amidst farmland, several kilometres from other suitable 
terrain and probably even further from the nearest population. Fragmentation 
of habitat particularly affects moths that are poor dispersers. That’s why I fear 
for Kentish Glory, another species with a big heavy female incapable of 
travelling far with a full complement of eggs. We should be taking more action  
to conserve this now, not waiting until too late!                                                                                                                                                      
Roy Leverton 
 

 
Survey Updates 

 

 
 
Big Butterfly Count 2014 - Results 
One of Scotland’s favourite butterflies – the Small Tortoiseshell, continued its 
fight back this summer after years of decline, despite enduring a particularly 
wet August, results from the Big Butterfly Count have revealed. 
 
 
 



17 
 

 
 
The Small Tortoiseshell, whose 
UK population has declined by 
78% since the 1970s, was the 
most abundant Big Butterfly 
Count species in Scotland, with 
more than 3,500 spotted. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                           
                                                                                                     Small Tortoiseshell – Tony Cox 

Despite a warm and sunny July, the cool, wet August had a knock-on effect 
on the majority of Scotland’s common summer butterflies, curtailing the flight 
period of some species and hastening others into early hibernation. 
 
Across the UK the average number of individual butterflies seen per-count 
dropped from 23 in 2013 to 15 in 2014 and most of the target species 
decreased compared with 2013. 
 
In Scotland the picture was more balanced with eight species increasing and 
11 decreasing compared with 2013. The average abundance of butterflies 
seen on each count fell only a little from 13 in 2013 to 11 this year. 
 
The big winners were the Peacock which rose 366% compared to 2013 and 
Red Admiral which was up by 205%.  The common white butterflies recorded 
a disappointing summer. The Green-veined White was down 37% and the 
Small White by 46%. 
 
Nearly 45,000 people took part in this year’s Big Butterfly Count across the 
UK, spotting almost 560,000 butterflies during the three-week recording 
period.  Although the majority of species declined compared with 2013, most 
were still well above levels recorded during the washout summer of 2012. 
 
Thank you to everyone who took part in this summer’s Big Butterfly Count!  
1736 counts were submitted in Scotland.  Scotland’s top 10 looks like this: 
 
Big Butterfly Count 2014 – Top 10 Scotland Species Ranking 
 

1. Small Tortoiseshell 3,560  seen 
2. Peacock   2,707 
3. Green-veined White 2,237 
4. Small White  2,074 
5. Meadow Brown  1,411 
6. Large White  1,319 
7. Red Admiral  1,137 
8. Ringlet   1,072 
9. Speckled Wood   412 
10. Common Blue  250 

                                                                                                 

Full results can be found at www.bigbutterflycount.org 

http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
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For Your Information: 
The Scottish Naturalist 

The Scottish Naturalist, in its present form, ceased publication in 2011. This is 
being replaced by a free on-line journal which welcomes articles, long or 
short, on any aspect of Scottish natural history in the broadest sense. The 
editorial team comprises Dr George Thomson (editor), Professor David 
Bryant, Professor Roger Dennis and Louise Bustard. The journal will take a 
step at a time and, initially, articles proposing new taxa or combinations 
cannot be accepted for now. Longer articles will be reviewed by at least one 
referee. Publication will be when sufficient material has been received to 
comprise an issue, hopefully at least once a year. We trust that this venture 
will be well supported by naturalists, both amateur and professional. 
 

Guidelines for authors 
Articles and papers of any length which fit within any field of Scottish natural 
history are welcome, including those on zoology, ornithology, botany, 
entomology, palaeontology, geology, ecology, conservation and the history of 
these subjects. Short articles and news items will appear in the Notes and 
observations section. Longer papers will be treated as individual contributions. 
Book reviews are also acceptable. Please note that papers proposing new 
taxa cannot be accepted at present nor can we guarantee that every 
submission will be published. Illustrations in colour (preferred) or monochrome 
can be included and are encouraged. 
All material should be sent by email to thescottishnaturalist@gmail.com. Text 
should be provided in Word or Open Office Writer format. Illustrations can be 
in any format. TIFF or JPEG are preferred. Please contact the editor if you 
would prefer to submit on disk. 
The style should be accessible to both amateur and professional readers. 
Latin names of taxa should be italicised. Book and journal titles in the main 
text should also be italicised. References should be in a standard format as: 
in text - (Smith 2012) or ‘Smith (2012) argued that...’ 
books - Milliken, W. 2013 Flora Scotica: Plants and people in Scotland, 
Berlinn, Edinburgh. periodicals - Bibby, C. J. and Etheridge, B. 1993 Status of 
the hen harrier Circus cyaneus in Scotland in 1988-89. Bird Study, 40, 1-11. 
Internet - http://www.thescottishnaturalist.org/entohist (accessed 23 May 
2016). 
Do not use footnotes or endnotes. 
Further details of presentation should be checked carefully against recent 
articles in the journal. 
All copyright remains with the author(s). 
Dr George Thomson 
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