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The Speckled Wood butterfly was the subject of an online 

survey in Scotland in 2012, and an online and postcard 

survey in 2013 and 2014 to track the changes in its distribution north of the border. 

The Speckled Wood has shown a significant expansion in its range since the 1920s when it 

was restricted to the south-west of England, lowland Wales and western Scotland, having 

previously occupied a much wider area. In Scotland at the end of the 20th century there 

were reports of a few recent sightings in Dumfries and Galloway, and the butterfly seemed to 

be expanding its range outwards from strongholds in Inverness and Argyll. The Butterfly 

Conservation report ‘The State of the UK’s Butterflies 2011’ reported a 10-year distribution 

trend of +20% with a corresponding +42% in its population trend using UKBMS data to 2009. 

The Speckled Wood is a butterfly of 

partially shaded woodland with sunny 

clearings that the males occupy and 

defend while the females spend more 

time in the canopy, basking and feeding 

on aphid honeydew. 

The caterpillars feed on various grasses, 

including Cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata), 

False Brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum), 

Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus) and 

Common Couch (Elytrigia repens). Eggs are laid singly on 

grass leaves and the larvae are well-camouflaged as they 

rest on the underside of the leaves, pupating nearby. There 

are 2 – 3 generations a year and the butterfly can overwinter 

as either a caterpillar or as a pupa.  

As a result of the survey, 117 online responses were received 

in 2012, 142 in 2013 along with 73 postcards, and 240 in 

2014 with 34 postcards – a grand total of 606 records over 

the three years. 

Records for 2014 are not yet in the system, but distribution 

maps showing the range of the butterfly at the start of the 

century (2000 – 2004) and the latest data available (2010 – 

2013) are shown below. These indicate a clear expansion in 

range, with strong populations appearing in the south-east 

and south-west of Scotland, particularly near the coasts, as well records coming in from the 

very far north of the mainland. The populations in the previously mentioned strongholds of 

Inverness-shire and the north-west are expanding inland, and seem to be on the point of 

merging. Online responses for 2014 can be seen on our website (http://butterfly-

conservation.org/sightings/map/11/746). 
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We would love to continue to receive records of Speckled Wood in Scotland, so please enter 

any sightings online (http://butterfly-conservation.org/2199/speckled-wood-survey.html) 

or send your records to Butterfly Conservation Scotland by postcard or e-mail, or contact 

your local branch recorder. 
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