
 
 

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter 
 
Contributions to our newsletters are always welcome – please contact Shona at 
sgreig@butterfly-conservation.org or the postal address below.  If you do not wish to 
receive our newsletter in the future, simply reply to this message with the word 
‘unsubscribe’ in the title – thank you. 
 
Scotland Team (Paul Kirkland, Tom Prescott, Shona Greig, Sara Green, David 
Hill) 
Butterfly Conservation Scotland 
Balallan House, Allan Park, Stirling, FK8 2QG   
t:    01786 447753 
e:   scotland@butterfly-conservation.org     
w:  www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland 
 

Join us on Facebook!   
By joining us on Facebook, you can keep up to date with the latest news and 
sightings! Send us your photos and let us know what’s going on where you are and 
cheer up your newsfeed and compare notes with others passionate about 
butterflies, moths and the natural world!  Be friends with us at 
www.facebook.com/bcscotland  
 
Recorders’ Gathering 2015 
We had a fantastic turnout at our annual Scottish Recorders’ Gathering on the 7th 
March, held at Battleby Conference Centre, near Perth. We had a great day of 
butterfly and moth talks and presentations.  As usual, at lunchtime, the ‘Live Moths’ 
session was very popular despite the poor weather, and we were cheered up by a 
wonderful display of butterfly and moth inspired craft from Izumi Segawa’s stand – 
see her work below! A big thank you to all our speakers and to Scotia Seeds, the 
British Dragonfly Society and Anglian Lepidoptera Supplies for their help in making 
the day such a success! 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Scotland’s BIG Nature Festival – 23-24 May 2015, Levenhall Links,Musselburgh 
Come and visit us at our stand!  Scotland’s BIG nature festival (formerly Scottish 
Birdfair) is back 23-24 May, Levenhall Links, Musselburgh!  There’s loads to keep 
wildlife lovers and families entertained all weekend.  This award-winning festival has 
gone from strength to strength – boasting a packed programme covering everything 
from specialist wildlife talks, walks and demos, to loads of children’s activities like 
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storytelling, puppet shows, bug bioblitz, pond 
dipping, willow weaving and loads more ways 
to give your intrepid wildlife explorers a really 
wild day out! 
 
This year RSPB has teamed up with East 
Lothian Council and have a fantastic new 
venue, renowned for its open spaces and 
wildlife, overlooking the Firth of Forth and part 
of the John Muir Way.  Over 100 exhibitors 
offer something for everybody from the latest 
wildlife technology, fantastic science, art, 
books and much more. 
 
Visitors can enjoy locally sourced artisan food and drink, and a farmers market in 
association with Scotland Year of Food and Drink, and live entertainment.  For more 
information or to buy tickets please visit  
www.bignaturefestival.org.uk<http://www.bignaturefestival.org.uk  
(adults £12, Children £2, Under 5’s free). 
 
Royal Highland Show 2015 
It’s Showtime! - Royal Highland Show, Edinburgh (18th to 21st June)  
Butterfly Conservation Scotland are delighted to have been invited to have a display 
stand in the RSPB marquee at this year’s Royal Highland Show.  There is something 
for everyone at the Show and if you fancy a day out, then don’t forget to pop along 
and say hello. For more info just go to http://royalhighlandshow.org  
 
(We are on the lookout for Emperor Moth caterpillars to show off at our events – if 
any of you regular moth trappers can help with this, please contact the Stirling office!) 
 
Moth Night 2015 (10th to 12th September) 
Moth Night(s) will take place this year on 10th to 12th September and the theme this 
year is Migration. The aim of Moth Night is to raise awareness of moths among the 
general public, and also to target particular species.  The full results of Moth Night 
will be published in the journal Atropos.  Check for local moth events at 
www.mothnight.info  
 

 
See www.bigbutterflycount.org  
 
Scottish Members’ Day – Saturday, 10th October 2015 
Our annual Scottish Members’ Day will be held at the Battleby Conference Centre, by 
Perth on Saturday, 10th October 2015.  More information will follow in due course.  
 
BC Branch events in Scotland 
As this is the Spring issue and the start of the recording season, we have listed at the 
end of this newsletter all the Butterfly Conservation Scotland Branch and related  
events that have been planned to date for 2015. 
 
 

http://royalhighlandshow.org/
http://www.mothnight.info/
http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
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BRANCH NEWS 

East Branch 
Branch Committee 
Apithanny Bourne has now joined the branch committee as our Young Persons 
Development Officer.  Apithanny stays in Aberdeen and has close contacts with the 
universities there and she is exploring ways of encouraging students and other much 
younger people to get interested in butterflies and moths, for example through 
butterfly-themed library events with story-telling, etc. If you have skills which could 
contribute to this vital work to develop future wildlife enthusiasts, do get in touch with 
Apithanny (apithanny@hotmail.co.uk) or  
Helen Rowe (helen.rowe@aberdeenshire.gov.uk). 
 
Another potentially interesting opportunity to engage with younger people is the 
University Moth Challenge being set up by A Focus on Nature (AFON) – the network 
for young conservationists - with the simple aim of recording as many moths as 
possible on university land. The Challenge aims to encourage students to take an 
active interest in moths and contribute to national recording schemes. AFON aims to 
start the Challenge this year, commencing in April and running to the end of the year. 
AFON can provide support and advice and prizes will be given to the winning teams, 
which have been kindly donated by partners and sponsors.  
We are in discussion with universities at Aberdeen and St Andrews and are hoping 
that this will develop over the year, so if you have contacts with other universities and 
could encourage them to take part please let Apithanny know and also ask them to 
get in touch with the AFON co-ordinator Simon Phelps at 
simonphelps310787@yahoo.com. 
 
Butterfly ID Day at Loch Leven 
Sunday 26

th
July 10.30 am - approx. 3.30pm at RSPB Vane Farm reserve at Loch Leven. 

The day will introduce members to the skills needed to identify butterfly species with 
a view to taking part in recording or surveying. New members are particularly 
welcome to come along, as is anyone else wishing to hone their skills and meet new 
people. Colin Whitehead will talk on identification followed by a walk outdoors to look 
for butterflies and practice skills. Coffee and lunch will be provided but please book 
in advance so we know how many are needed. Contact:  Cathy Caudwell 01828 
686709 for further details. 
 
Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey 
While many of the random 1km squares allocated to the branch are already being 
surveyed, quite a few opportunities remain to get involved with this survey. As well as 
throwing up some unexpected and exciting records, recent data analysis has shown 
that population trends from the survey correlate well with those determined from the 
much more intensive and demanding butterfly transects which are carried out across 
the UK.  

10km square nearby place 10km square nearby place 

NJ7956 Turriff NT9263 Eyemouth 

NO7368 Laurencekirk NT5156 Lauder 

NO5258 Brechin NT3257 Gorebridge 

NO0460 Pitlochry NT1940 Peebles 

NO3936 Dundee NT1930 Peebles 

NO0251 Pitlochry NT1925 Megget Reservoir 

NN6350 Glen Lyon NT2628 Mountbenger 

apithanny@hotmail.co.uk
helen.rowe@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
simonphelps310787@yahoo.com
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NN9140 Amulree NT2823 Mountbenger 

NN8414 Muthill NT4221 Ashkirk 

NT0372 Broxburn NT6027 St Boswells 

NT0574 Broxburn NT2607 Tima Water 

NT1174 Kirkliston NT3808 Hawick 

NT6565 Cranshaws contact is Richard Buckland 

 
The table shows the squares currently needing surveys - a look at the relevant OS 
map coupled with an aerial view (e.g. Google Earth) will very quickly show the sort of 
terrain and habitats within each square and how easy access is likely to be. Some 
look as though they could be quite productive with discoveries waiting to be made, 
such as NN9140, which is near Amulree: 

              
 
Richard Buckland (r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk ) co-ordinates the WCBS for the 
branch so get in touch with him for more details and advice on how to go about the 
surveys, which require just two summer visits and so they are not very demanding. 
 
Some Recording Suggestions for 2015 
Those who came to the Recorders Gathering in March were offered a very wide 
choice of recording and survey work across the country.  
 
The real priorities for East Branch remain those species of butterfly and moth 
identified in the branch's Regional Action Plan (RAP) which is available on the 
website here: http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/actionplans.html 
 
Some species have organised survey and monitoring programmes you can join in 
with: 
Small Blue: 
Aberdeenshire - contact Rose Toney Rose.Toney@hutton.ac.uk 
Angus - contact David Lampard dlampard@clara.co.uk 
Borders - contact Iain Cowe orb@lammer.orangehome.co.uk 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary: 
Deeside - contact Helen Rowe helen.rowe@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
Large Heath: 
areas where the Bog Squad are working (Ayrshire to Fife) - contact Paul Kirkland 
paul.kirkland@btconnect.com 
Northern Brown Argus: 
Lothians & Borders - contact Richard Buckland r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk 
Kentish Glory: 
contact Helen Rowe helen.rowe@aberdeenshire.gov.uk or  
Brian Stewart bjstewart1@btopenworld.com 
 

r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk%20
http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/actionplans.html
Rose.Toney@hutton.ac.uk
dlampard@clara.co.uk
orb@lammer.orangehome.co.uk
helen.rowe@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
paul.kirkland@btconnect.com
file:///C:/Users/BarryPrater/Documents/BC%20Scotland/BC%20Scotland%20e-newsletter%20&%20Herald/r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/BarryPrater/Documents/BC%20Scotland/BC%20Scotland%20e-newsletter%20&%20Herald/helen.rowe@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
bjstewart1@btopenworld.com%20
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Sword-grass: 
some spring searches planned in the Loch Rannoch area - contact Steve 
Whitehouse stevewhitehouse123@btinternet.com 
Small Chocolate-tip: 
following his successful searches in the Borders - contact Teyl de Bordes 
Whitmuir@aol.com 
For other priority species the best contacts are your local area organiser and VC 
Moth Recorder who should all be able to advise or talk to Tom Prescott 
tomprescott@btconnect.com. 
 
Away from these priority species, many of which can be tricky to find either because 
of scarcity or habitat remoteness (or both), there are plenty of other opportunities to 
do some really valuable recording work. For example: 
Speckled Wood - following its rapid spread northwards from the Borders through 
much of East Lothian over the past five years it seems poised to leap across the 
Forth to Fife and indeed, one individual was spotted at the Fife coast in 2014. So it 
would be very useful if wooded areas along that coast could be checked. Successive 
generations are on the wing from April to October, with peak numbers occurring in 
late summer, around August. 
Day-flying Moths - a good number of moths fly by day and can also be found 
nectaring at flowers. Some of these species have been relatively under-recorded in 
recent years or appear to have surprisingly limited distributions - have a look at the 
moth maps and dates on the branch website. Two species with apparently similar 
grassland habitat requirements which could be focused on are Mother Shipton and 
Burnet Companion. 

  

  
 
Caterpillars can also be found feeding by day, such as the lichen-eating Common 
Footman, which has always been found in a few parts of Scotland but now seems to 
be consolidating and extending its distribution quite rapidly, so is likely to be 
discovered at many more sites in the near future. 

stevewhitehouse123@btinternet.com%20
Whitmuir@aol.com%20
tomprescott@btconnect.com%20
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To contribute to general moth recording for the forthcoming Atlas, there's no easier 
place to start than your garden, but you might want to be more adventurous and try 
sites (and habitats) further afield. Consult your local VC Moth Recorder who will be 
able to guide you on strategies to maximise the value of any recording you embark 
on. Whatever you decide to do, it's almost guaranteed that you'll be able to contribute 
'dots on the maps'. 
Barry Prater 
 

Notes from the Borders 
TWIC (The Wildlife Information Centre, which is the local records centre for the 
Lothians and the Borders) is holding its Spring Conference on Saturday 25th April at 
Newtown St Boswells. The theme of the conference is Arrivals and Departures: The 
Changing Face of Wildlife in the Lothians and Scottish Borders and one of the talks is 
from Iain Cowe "The State of Butterfly Species in South East Scotland". With so 
much happening to butterfly ranges and distributions in the area it will be good to 
hear details of these changes. More information on the conference here 
http://www.wildlifeinformation.co.uk/news.php. Note that the booking deadline is 
Friday 17th April. 
 
I will be circulating suggested sites to be checked this year for some of our more 
important butterfly species - Large Heath, Scotch Argus, Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary, Green Hairstreak, Small Blue - if you want to be sure to be on the mailing 
list for this, please contact me directly barry@prater.myzen.co.uk. 
 
On the moth front Borders lepidopterists are hoping, during 2015, to improve 
coverage of poorly recorded 10K squares and poorly recorded good habitat sites.   
Several of us are also arming ourselves with pheromone lures with which we will be 
searching for Large Red-belted Clearwing on areas of birch clearance and for 
Currant Clearwing in gardens and allotments.  
Barry Prater & Malcolm Lindsay 
 

South & West Scotland Branch 
 
Forester Surveys in Argyll: Results in 2014 and Surveys 2015 
Forester is a UK BAP priority species, being confined in Scotland to the Argyll coast 
and to parts of the Solway coast including the Butterfly Conservation Reserve at 
Mabie Forest. 
There are three main areas with records in Argyll (Figure 1): around Oban; on the 
island of Seil; and around Kilmartin. Although a fourth area around Taynuilt is now 
accumulating records. 

http://www.wildlifeinformation.co.uk/news.php
file:///C:/Users/BarryPrater/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/barry@prater.myzen.co.uk
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Figure 1 Distribution of Forester observations in Argyll (VC98) and location of sites surveyed in 2014 

 
Following some initial survey work in 2013 at just three sites, survey work in 2014 
occurred at nine sites (Figure 1): seven known; and two new.  
I recorded site and vegetation data within a 5m radius of a Forester observation to 
characterise the habitat of Forester in Argyll. 
There were four site characteristics: Soil moisture, Shelter, Aspect & Slope. With 
aspect, I was interested in testing the hypothesis that Forester sites are south-facing 
because a few Forester sites in Argyll are also Transparent Burnet sites which are 
always south-facing:  So I had four categories of aspect: SW; S; SE; or other.   
For vegetation abundance assessments, I used a simple scoring system: 
0  -  absent   1 – 1 to 3 plants     2 – 4 to 10 plants   3 –  more than 10 plants 
The plant species surveyed were the larval foodplants, Common Sorrel and Sheeps 
Sorrel. And thirteen flowering plants: Meadow Buttercup; Tormentil; Wild Thyme; 
Ragged Robin; Dandelion; Birdsfoot Trefoil; White Clover; Red Clover; Field 
Scabious; Devil’s Bit Scabious; Heath Bedstraw; Marsh Thistle; and Viper’s Bugloss.  
 
Results  
2014 was certainly a good year for Forester in Argyll: I saw a total of 52 and I 
recorded site/vegetation data from a total of 35 data-points around a Forester during 
the surveys.  
Soil Moisture gave a very clear result with 88% of data-points having a damp 
classification. The limited literature on Forester does suggest that damp rather than 
wet is the habitat of Forester. 
Shelter also gave a clear result in that only one data-point was very sheltered. Data-
points were all open and far away from trees/shrubs although Bracken was a feature 
of some sites. 
Slope also gave a clear result with 83% of data-points on a slope. Sixty-three per 
cent were moderate/gentle slopes compared with 20% steep slopes. Seventeen per 
cent of data-points were flat. 
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Aspect gave an interesting result although it was not statistically significant: 69% of 
data-points had a southerly aspect which suggests that the higher temperatures on 
south-facing slopes favour Forester. But 6% had exposed west-facing aspects which 
indicates that a south-facing aspect is not essential. 
Now on to the vegetation assessments. Common Sorrel and Sheep’s Sorrel, the two 
known larval foodplants, also gave clear results. Ninety-four per cent of data-points 
had Common Sorrel and 26% of data-points had Sheep’s Sorrel. So it seems 
probable that Common Sorrel rather than Sheeps’s Sorrel is the larval foodplant in 
Scotland. 
Some flowering plants were much more abundant than others. Tormentil, Meadow 
Buttercup, Heath Bedstraw and White Clover were most common. It was certainly 
true that the 35 data-points were herb-rich  so perhaps the specific species involved 
does not matter: the evidence from this survey and others is that the presence of 
nectar plants is important. Ten of the 52 Forester I saw were nectaring which shows 
that Forester need to nectar which supports the view that herb-richness is a 
characteristic of the habitat of Forester. 
 
Two habitat types 
These results enabled me to identity two different habitat types for Forester. 
On the basis of the much higher number of Forester I found in one of the habitat 
types, I have called one primary and the other secondary. But this is based on a 
survey of just nine sites so these data might be a misleading sample. More survey 
work is certainly required. 
The primary habitat type is damp grassland. So I constructed the following 
description using the results above: “open, damp, herb-rich grassland on mostly 
gentle to moderate slopes and south-facing aspects favour higher populations”.   
The secondary habitat type is very different. The description I constructed for this 
habitat type is “flat or fairly flat and the vegetation is more mire than grassland with 
rushes dominating the sward together with abundant Common Sorrel”. 
A variation of the primary herb-rich grassland habitat type is herb-rich knolls which 
are slightly raised – no more than half to 1 metre high – which may be small and 
round with a diameter of less than 1m or long ridges more than 10m in length. 
Tormentil, Heath Bedstraw and Wild Thyme are characteristic of these knolls. 
In summary, it would appear that Forester’s habitat requirements are not too specific 
and exacting. This would suggest that Forester is probably significantly under-
recorded in Argyll and that the appropriate management for Forester is probably 
quite straightforward: extensive cattle or sheep grazing to prevent Bracken & Scrub 
developing with a break over the summer months when Common Sorrel and 
flowering plants need to thrive. 
 
Surveys 2015 
More survey work is certainly required to firm-up these preliminary results and to see 
if new colonies can be discovered. Surveying lower parts of south-facing slopes in 
particular and fields which are notably herb-rich may yield new colonies. 
Also, further data on the flat mire type Forester habitat is required to see if this can 
be more clearly defined or discover if it encompasses a range of wet mire types, 
possibly with drier herb-rich areas nearby.  
A survey form is available to download from the Surveys page of the Glasgow and 
SW Branch website. 
Andrew Masterman 
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Anania coronata in Renfrewshire 
 
In July 2012, I caught the micro moth Anania 
coronata in my garden trap in Glasgow (right) At 
that time, it was thought to be the first for VC76. 
 

I caught another 
in 2013 (left), and 
again in 2014. 
However, Paul 
Mapplebeck and 
Scott Donaldson also caught specimens in 2014, 
suggesting it is now resident in the area. 
 
This prompted an attempt by myself to trace its 
advance into Scotland, as it hadn’t been seen here 

until 2005, when it started appearing along the Solway coast. 
 
After a tip from VC77 Recorder Richard Weddle regarding a moth recorder called 
John Morgan who trapped in the 80’s and 90’s in VC76, county recorder Neil Gregory 
checked John’s records and found the moth listed under the pseudonym Eurryphara 
coronata (it also historically went under the prefixes Phlyctaenia and Pyrausta). 
 
John Morgan had recorded it no less than 12 times, astonishingly with an earliest 
record of 1984! 
 
After another tip off, I contacted Nicola MacIntyre at Paisley Museum, where I had 
heard that John’s moth collection had been kept after he passed away. 
 
She looked for the moth in his collection and sent me the photograph below of 5 
specimens, the top left one being the1984 record – not just the first for VC76, but the 
first for Scotland! 
 
Unless anyone knows better……… 

 
 
Please keep an eye out for coronata in June and July this season. 
Gary Williamson 
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Dumfries & Galloway Sub-group 
Environment Fair 2015 
Once again the Local Group had a presence at the Dumfries and Galloway 
Environment Fair, this year held at the Crichton Campus on March 14. It was a 
chance to both chat with BCS members and to promote Butterfly Conservation with 
members of the public. Despite not being in the Town Centre the Fair was well 
attended (750 people through the door by early afternoon) and as usual children 
were the most enthusiastic (who all seem to be intrigued with Caterpillars!). We even 
had an opportunity to put the case against Peat Extraction and for More Wildlife 
Resourcing with the local MSP who stopped by the stall (never miss an opportunity to 
lobby a politician, provided no undercover reporters present!). Thanks to Scott 
Donaldson who came down especially from Glasgow Branch to lend support (and 
bring some banners). 

 

 
Our stand at the Environment Fair - Susan Woods 

New County Moth Recorder 
Keith Naylor, who has been CMR for several years, has decided to stand down to 
focus his attention on other interests. He spent a great deal of time and energy on 
gathering records from current recorders and historical sources, computerising and 
verifying them and creating a well organised dataset. His sterling efforts well and truly 
put local moth recording on the map (e.g via the local mothing website 
www.dgmoths.org.uk).  
 
Fortunately we do have a new county recorder so our moths won’t be left in the dark 
(Pun?). Alison Robertson, who is taking over, has been a keen local moth-er for 7 
years. She is also a knowledgeable all-round naturalist and wildlife recorder with an 
interest in birds, botany, orthoptera, and much else including football (and very useful 
to have next to you as a panel member on a quiz night). 
 
Alison will be the new contact point for sending in records and for general moth 
enquiries, and will be supported by other experienced local recorders and the D&G 
Environmental Resources Centre who will all assist with verification of records and 
maintaining the local mothing website. 
 
Contact details are: mothrecorder@dgerc.org.uk or alison.dgmoths@gmail.com  
For postal contact please use: Alison Robertson, c/o DGERC, Studio 1, Hillend Mill, 
Kirkgunzeon, Dumfries, DG2 8LA.  
Susan and Richard 
D&G Sub-Group 
dandgbutterflies@gmail.com   Tel: 01387 730301  

http://www.dgmoths.org.uk/
mailto:mothrecorder@dgerc.org.uk
mailto:alison.dgmoths@gmail.com
mailto:dandgbutterflies@gmail.com
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CONSERVATION NEWS 
 
One Year of The Bog Squad…….with another year to come! 

It’s now been one year since the Bog Squad began its quest to improve lowland 

peatland habitats across central Scotland. In that year we’ve had more than 50 

volunteers come along to our work parties and together they’ve contributed over 500 

hours of work. From installing ditch blocking dams to discovering new colonies of 

Large Heath butterfly it’s been a highly successful year for the Bog Squad. And to 

celebrate we recently held a Bog Squad Birthday Lunch at Langlands Moss so that 

we could say thank you to everyone for their help and support over the last year. As it 

happened, it was a glorious day of sunshine which allowed the opportunity for 

everyone to get out on the bog and have a look at the success of our endeavours so 

far. 

 

Happy dammers at Langlands Moss – Sara Green 

And we’ve recently had the fantastic news that funding has now been secured to 
ensure that the Bog Squad will continue for another year! We’ll be looking to continue 
our restoration efforts over the next year as well as doing some more recording – 
maybe there are more unknown Large Heath colonies out there to be found……  
Our first work party of our 2nd year will be held at Langlands Moss on Sunday 19th 

April where we will be continuing with our ditch damming work.  

There will also be a special one-off work party on Saturday 16th May at a fen peatland 

in Angus where we will be installing some small peat and plastic dams. The site is 

protected for its rich botanical interests which include a range of scarce wildflowers 

such as Lesser Butterfly Orchid. Transport from Stirling will be provided for this work 

party for those interested in coming along.  

If you are interested in coming along to either day please get in touch, we are always 

looking for helping hands! Why not check out our blog for more information & 

updates: http://bogsquad.weebly.com    

Or get in touch with us via: peatproject@btconnect.com or 01786 447753. David Hill 

(Peatland Project Officer) 

http://bogsquad.weebly.com/
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Kincraig Point SSSI Fire Damage 
 
Kincraig Point is part of the Firth of Forth SSSI that stretches across much of the 
south Fife coast. It is located immediately to the West of Elie and its steep slopes are 
home to one of the best expanses of Common Rock-rose anywhere in Scotland.  As 
a result it contains the strongest of only a handful of Northern Brown Argus colonies 
in Fife. 
 
In early October 2014, there was a major fire in the area and press reports suggested 
that the alleged deliberate act had all but wiped out the butterfly colony there. 
 
I visited the area with Hamish Johnston on 2nd November 14. 
 
The Northern Brown Argus transect is in six sections along the Fife Coastal Path, 
starting at the eastern end of Kincraig Point  at sea level, climbing up to the top of the 
cliffs and continuing to the western end of the cliffs, just beyond where the path starts 
to descend again. 
 

 
 
 
The cliff face comprises a series of limestone outcrops and steep slopes that are 
heavily populated with Common Rock-rose. The lower slopes, particularly below 
section two, are mainly rank grass tussocks and bracken, with shorter vegetation 
including Rock-rose on the upper slopes. The Rock-rose extends onto the cliff top 
and on either side of the path in Sections 1, 2 and 3. The path in Sections 4 and 5 
veers further from the cliff edge and cut through a more meadow-like habitat.  
Section 6 returns to the cliff top again. 
 
The fire has affected the cliff face and cliff top on sections 1, 2 and 3. Areas to the 
west of Section 3 are untouched. Vegetation appears to have been completely 
destroyed along the path, with only bare earth remaining.  The majority of the slopes 
below the path are in a similar state.  
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Some areas on the cliff face appear to have escaped damage, particularly on the 
edges of rock outcrops.  In these patches, there is still a lot of healthy Rock-rose. 

 
The picture above shows a 
greenish tinge to large areas 
that were burnt.  On first sight, 
it looks like the vegetation has 
survived, but in fact this is due 
to new growth.  There is a 
surprising amount of 
regeneration evident on what 
is effectively just bare earth. 
One of the more distressing 
aspects of the fire damage is 
the substantial numbers of 
burnt out snail shells across 
the whole of the cliff face, a 
few of which can be seen 
amongst the new growth. 
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Conclusions.... 
 
Transect sections 4, 5 and 6 escaped damage.  There is no reason to believe that 
the Northern Brown Argus population in that area would have been affected by the 
fire.  
 
In the rest of the transect, sections 1, 2 and 3, the situation is more complicated.  The 
Northern Brown Argus caterpillars go into hibernation around the end of September 
and there is some concern that because of the mild conditions, they might still have 
been active at the time of the fire on 2 October. However, the caterpillars hibernate in 
the leaf litter and so it is hard to see how anything could have survived the areas that 
were burnt to bare earth, whether hibernating or not. 
 
In my opinion there are some areas of hope.  I estimate that less than 10% of the 
Rock-rose has survived in the affected area, but I think it is encouraging that this 
10% is in distinct patches rather than thinly spread across the whole area. There is 
hope that, assuming a regular distribution across the habitat, significant numbers of 
larvae will have survived on these patches.  Secondly, there is already substantial 
regeneration and much of the regenerating plants will inevitably be Common Rock-
rose.  This gives hope not only that any survivors will be able to repopulate the area, 
but that the unaffected population in the western half of the transect might quickly 
spread to the new growth. 
 
It is too early to say how the cliff face will look next summer and beyond, but there 
are some who believe the fire will have been beneficial in removing encroaching 
bracken and other rank growth, especially on the lower slopes.  It is at least good 
news that we have two years of solid transect data with which to make comparisons. 
Duncan Davidson - November 2014 
 
An Update – February 2015 
The Northern Brown Argus is a uniquely Scottish butterfly that occurs only where its 
caterpillar’s foodplant, Common Rockrose, is found. This means that it can generally 
be found in small isolated pockets of vulnerable habitat.  This is the second time that 
fire-raisers have targeted this particular site in two years and there appears to be little 
or no local public awareness of the importance of Kincraig Point, not only for this 
scarce butterfly, but also for other species of plants and insects associated with 
calcareous grassland – a nationally threatened habitat. The lack of awareness is 
despite the popularity of the Fife Coastal Path that cuts through the site. 
 
So, Hamish has lobbied the local community council 
and the owners of a neighbouring caravan site and 
the adjacent golf course and has now gained 
permission to erect a number of information signs on 
the approaches to the site.  These signs aim to 
inform locals and visiting walkers how important the 
area is, and will have pictures of the various different 
butterflies that can be found there.  Thanks to 
donations and support from the East of Scotland 
Branch, Calnex Solutions Ltd, the Elie and Royal 
Borough of Earlsferry Community Council and 
Abbeyford Liesure,  the signage can be prominently 
displayed and the heightened awareness will help deter future vandalism.  
Duncan Davidson 
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NBN Gateway 
The dataset containing all Scottish records from the BNM recording scheme is now 
live and publicly accessible at 1km square resolution on the NBN Gateway. The 
dataset contains 407,509 records (94% of which have a grid ref at 1km square 
resolution) covering the period 1811-2013. 
 
Reprints and Downloads 
We have reprinted 3 of our extremely popular leaflets and these are now available for 
download from our website: 
Scotland’s Common Moths http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/common-scottish-
moths-online.pdf 
Butterflies of the Highlands http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/highlands-id-guide-
downloadable.pdf   
Butterflies of Stirling http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/lomond-id-final.pdf  
 
Our annual newsletter, the Herald is now available for download from our website  
http://butterfly-conservation.org/2233/newsletters.html 
 
The 2014 WCBS newsletter is now available to download from here: 
http://www.ukbms.org/Downloads/Wider_Countryside/Newsletter_WCBS_2014_FIN
AL.pdf 
 
Lyme Disease 
As the field season is about to get underway please remember to be aware of the 
potential dangers of lyme disease.   
For more information see http://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/about-lyme/faq/ 
 
Here are weblinks to take you straight to our Scottish Reserves:  
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1953/allt-mhuic-loch-arkaig.html  
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1954/mabie-forest-dumfries-and-galloway.html  
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1955/wester-moss-stirling.html  

 
BUTTERFLY & MOTH TALES 

Good intentions, bad result? 
Sallows do well on our boggy hillside. There is 
a mixture of Grey Sallow Salix cinerea, Goat 
Willow S. caprea and Eared Willow S. aurita – 
literally a mixture, since many or even most are 
hybrids. No matter - as a foodplant for moths, 
sallow is second only to oak in the number of 
species it supports, and almost all the 
expected candidates are present.  
 
Or rather, they used to be present. 
Disappointingly, two of the most charismatic 
and exciting moths have vanished. Until 
recently, Puss Moth was a regular: never very 
numerous, but guaranteed to appear on my 
annual species list as a light-trapped adult and 
often as a scary caterpillar too. Twice I even 
found adults by day, including a mated pair. 
There was plenty of suitable habitat, and no 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/common-scottish-moths-online.pdf
http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/common-scottish-moths-online.pdf
http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/highlands-id-guide-downloadable.pdf
http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/highlands-id-guide-downloadable.pdf
http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/lomond-id-final.pdf
http://butterfly-conservation.org/2233/newsletters.html
http://www.ukbms.org/Downloads/Wider_Countryside/Newsletter_WCBS_2014_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ukbms.org/Downloads/Wider_Countryside/Newsletter_WCBS_2014_FINAL.pdf
http://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/about-lyme/faq/
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1953/allt-mhuic-loch-arkaig.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1954/mabie-forest-dumfries-and-galloway.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1955/wester-moss-stirling.html
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reason to suspect this moth would ever be in trouble. 
Now it has gone. I saw my last in 2010. 
 
The second lost species is Lunar Hornet Moth. I was 
delighted to have this spectacular mimic on my patch. 
It was so abundant that the lower trunk of almost 
every sizeable sallow showed evidence of its larval 
borings. On sunny mornings in July I could find the 
newly emerged adults, or at least the empty pupal 
cases of those I’d missed. Being diurnal, this species 
does not come to light, so must be specially sought. 
Because of this, its decline was less obvious. 
Eventually it dawned on me that I hadn’t seen a 
Lunar Hornet for some time. I checked my database 
and found that the last sighting was back in 2006. 
Was this because I hadn’t looked? The winter gales soon put this theory to the test, 
uprooting several of the older sallows. While sawing them up for firewood I found 
plenty of old larval borings, but no sign of any recent ones. The moth was gone, or 
had at least become much scarcer. 

 
Population fluctuations are normal for most if not all species, including moths. Often 
there is no obvious cause, though we can mumble vaguely about climate change and 
habitat deterioration. Neither seems applicable here. For once, there is a more 
compelling explanation. Great Spotted Woodpecker is major predator of Lunar 
Hornet, being able to hack away at the tunnels beneath the bark of the sallow boles, 
then hook out the larvae or pupae with its tongue. Puss Moth cocoons are also 
situated on the lower trunks of sallows, so would be vulnerable to chance discovery 
during this process. When we arrived here in 1990, Great Spotted Woodpecker was 
absent. It was only towards the end of the decade that we began to see them, first 
occasionally and then more regularly. Today they are common, with up to three on 
the garden feeders at once. In North-east Scotland as a whole, their population has 
risen three or fourfold over the same period.  
 
After the woodpeckers arrived, I soon began to notice the characteristic damage 
caused by their attacks on Lunar Hornet, but thought little of it. Surely the moth could 
easily withstand a bit of predation? But perhaps this was not an entirely natural 
situation. Although Great Spotted Woodpecker would doubtless have arrived here 
anyway, its high numbers result from artificial feeding - the endlessly renewed, ever-
present supply of good-quality food at bird tables, including our own. Parents bring 
their recently fledged juveniles to our feeders and teach them how to use them! 
Maybe part of the blame for the loss of these two moths lies with me, for interfering 
with the balance of nature. Everything is interconnected; when we try to help one 
species this almost inevitably impacts on another. How ironic if the fatballs and 
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peanuts we put out for Siskins, Tree Sparrows and Long-tailed Tits have cost me 
Puss Moth and Lunar Hornet. 
Roy Leverton 

  

What a difference a day makes… 
 

Here are the results from a butterfly and moth survey undertaken on a beautiful day 

last summer on the Isle of Ulva:  

Butterfly/Moth Survey 9thJuly 2014 - 

SW Ulva 

Participants: Jamie Howard, James, 

Veronica, Jasper and Jojo Maberly, Ollie 

and Chloe McGregor, Jennifer 

MacMillan (Total 8 pers) 

Weather: Sunny, light NW wind. 
Time: 1300 – 1530 

Location: NM377397 (centre) 

Species                              Total 

Slender Scotch Burnet  17 

Transparent Burnet   97 

Six-spot Burnet   11 
Argent & Sable  1 

Common Blue   22 

Small Heath   9 

Green-veined White  4 

Dark Green Fritillary  3 

Meadow Brown  6 

 

 

Jamie Howard 
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Bogs and Blankets! 

The last time I wrote, I had just begun my last project as a Natural Communities 
Apprentice with TCV and Butterfly Conservation Scotland. This unique and fairly 
unusual project, involved creating a knitted ‘Bog Blanket’ with members of Fallin 
community, to raise awareness of Wester Moss Nature Reserve. 

Wester Moss is an excellent example of a lowland raised bog, a distinctive and 
nationally threatened habitat and is home to a surprising variety of wildlife, including 
the Large Heath butterfly, our only bog specialist butterfly. At Butterfly Conservation 
we wanted to dispel the idea that bogs are uninteresting places and encourage 
people to explore the beauty of Wester Moss for themselves. We did this by starting 
with senior members of the community and asking for their help, to increase the 
knowledge of other generations.  

 

I’m happy to report that the project has been a great success, more successful 
perhaps, than anyone had expected. Here are some of the highlights: 

 We received over 170 knitted squares from local members of Fallin 

  Community. 

 I set up a regular knitting group which has around 12 members. The club is 

  continuing to meet ever Monday at Fallin Library and is knitting for other local 

  charities including a local Cat and Dog Shelter. 

 We have ended the project with an absolutely beautiful ‘Bog Blanket’, which 

  will be displayed in Fallin Library and used as an interpretation tool at 

  Butterfly Conservation events. 

 Butterfly Conservation and Fallin Knitting Group are donating the remaining 

  squares to ‘Knit a Square’, a charity that knits warm blankets for orphaned  

  children in Africa. 
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The Bog Blanket project has been a joy to run. I’ve met some amazing people, 
learned new skills and had the opportunity to manage a project from start to finish. 
It’s been a great, all encompassing community engagement project and we’ve ended 
up with a very beautiful and unique ‘bog blanket’! 

 

Ami Crozier 
TCV Natural Communities Apprentice 
 
Butterfly and Moth Art 
Insects, especially moths and butterflies have been my interest since I was a child.  
 
During my 7 years of moth-ing in the UK, I have asked many moth-ers this question: 
“What’s your favourite moth?” 
 

 
 
I get different answers which often come with personal stories:  
‘Garden Tiger, because it was my first moth I ever reared’; ‘Crimson Speckled, 
because it reminds me of my great holiday in France!!’ 
 
I started making moth badges so everyone could have their favourite moth.  I have 
now made about 120 species of moths and butterflies, so I just need to make over 
2000 more species to complete the British list!  
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As well as badges I make magnets, life size fake moths, jewellery, Lepid’oclock, 
Lepi-doku…anything that makes me smile. 
 
Please send me an email if you would like me to make something special 
hachiware.art@gmail.com   Website: www.hachiware-art.blogspot.com   
Izumi Segawa 
  

SURVEY UPDATES 
 
Chequered Skipper Survey – The Final Results 
Originally the Chequered Skipper survey was scheduled to run for a single year in 
2012.  However, due to its popularity and exciting results it continued in 2013 and 
then again last year, 2014, its third and final year.  Fortunately, this was justified as 
interest in the survey did not diminish in 2014 despite being the third year of the 
survey.   

Throughout the three years the aim of the survey remained the same, to test 
predictions based on computer modelling that the iconic, rare and beautiful 
Chequered Skipper was under-recorded by as much as 80% at a 1km resolution.  
This was to be achieved by encouraging recorders to look for the butterfly in the top 
100 1km squares that were predicted, by the modelling, to be the most suitable for 
the butterfly in Scotland, but where it had not previously been recorded.   

Over the three years 57 of the top 100 1km squares were visited with the butterfly 
being recorded in just over half of them, 32 (56%) but not in 25 and thus leaving 43 
squares unsurveyed.  Furthermore, the butterfly was also recorded over the three 
years in 72 additional new 1km squares where it had never previously been 
recorded, giving a total of 104 new 1km squares.  This has increased the known 
range of the butterfly at a 1km resolution by almost 42%, a remarkable result for what 
was formally thought to be a very scarce and localised species. 

Table 1 below summarises the annual totals, whilst Map 1 shows the distribution of 
the new 1km squares (green squares) against the former distribution of the butterfly 
prior to the survey in 2011 (yellow dots).   

mailto:hachiware.art@gmail.com
http://www.hachiware-art.blogspot.com/
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2012 15 21 15 30 

2013 5 6 33 38 

2014 12 5 24 36 

Total 32 25* 72 104 

 Table 1: Summary totals over the three years of the survey 

*This column does not add up due to repeat visits to the same squares. 

 
Map 1: Distribution of the new 1km squares where Chequered Skipper was found during 

2012-2014 (green squares) against former distribution of the butterfly prior to the start of the 
survey in 2011 (yellow dots). 
 
The map clearly shows that the majority of new 1km squares are infilling within the butterfly’s 
known range, whilst clusters of records indicate successful targeted recording in these 
locations usually by individual recorders.  However, there are a few minor range extensions 
particularly at the very south of the butterfly’s range and the far north–west corner, but the 
most obvious is along the Ardnamurchan peninsula with Chequered Skipper being recorded 
for the first time to the west of Salen, in three new 1km squares near Glenborrodale and a 
single sighting much further to the west, near Sonachan.    
 
Detailed results are presented in Table 2.  This itemises each of the top 100 1km squares into 
three categories; Surveyed and Chequered Skipper seen, Surveyed and Chequered Skipper 
not seen and Unsurveyed.  The additional new squares are also listed along with the year 
each square was surveyed whilst squares that were visited on more than one occasion are 
also specifically marked. 
 
So there are still forty-three squares that remain unvisited if anyone wants to have another go 
in 2015!  Finally a big thank you to everyone who has taken part in the survey and help put 
Chequered Skipper on the map. 
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1km sqs 
CS found   

1km sqs 
surveyed CS 
not found   

Other 
new 1km 
sqs   Not Visited 

Square 
No. Square Square No. Square Square Square 

Square 
No. Square 

3 NN0247 1 NM5737 NM4466 NM9930 7 NM8476 

4 NN1045 2 NC3436 NM5961 NM9931 8 NM7982 

5 NN0960 9 NM9863 NM6061 NM9933 12 NM9083 

6 NN0147 10 NM7269 NM6460 NN0127 13 NM8272 

11 NN1551  14 NS0079 NM6578 NN0230 17 NC3237 

15 NM6752 23 NN1578 NM6652 NN0246 19 NM7970 

16 NM8981 29 NN1058 NM6864 NN0329 21 NG8928 

18 NM9733 32 NN1788 NM6867 NN0362 22 NM9964 

20 NM9690 38 NM9490 NM6869 NN0470 24 NM6851 

25 NM9992 43 NN2082 NM6872 NN0548 27 NM9776 

26 NN1058 44 NN0660 NM6966 NN0560 28 NN0838 

31 NN1375 46 NN1650 NM7050 NN0672 30 NM8082 

34 NM9833 56 NM9682 NM7051 NN0759 33 NM9879 

39 NM9791 59 NS0080 NM7151 NN0860 35 NN1883 

40 NM7682 61 NM9693 NM7165 NN1076 36 NN1679 

45 NN0092 63 NN2088 NM7269 NN1158 37 NN2083 

47 NN1784 64 NN1777 NM8069 NN1174 41 NN2380 

55 NN0178 78 NM8453 NM9331 NN1184 42 NN1980 

57 NM8980 85 NM9579 NM9340 NN1276 48 NC3337 

58 NN0347 91 NN2480 NM9364 NN1346 49 NM9968 

60 NM8581 92 NN2278 NM9365 NN1390 50 NG8117 

62 NN1157 94 NS1296 NM9463 NN1446 51 NM8353 

65 NM6966 96 NN1677 NM9464 NN1447 52 NM7568 

69 NM9891 97 NM9390 NM9563 NN1448 53 NN1346 

74 NN1550 99 NN0478 NM9632 NN1449 54 NM7460 

76 NN1377     NM9633 NN1462 66 NM9775 

79 NN0870     NM9644 NN1468 67 NM9378 

81 NM9545     NM9692 NN1562 68 NM7661 

83 NM6865     NM9738 NN1568 70 NN2181 

84 NN1549     NM9739 NN1650 71 NM9779 

88 NM8481     NM9753 NN1651 72 NG9628 

95 NN0363     NM9764 NN1662 73 NN1887 

        NM9782  NN1751 75 NM6671 

        NM9792 NN1851 77 NN1778 

        NM9853 NN1961 80 NM7783 

        NM9853 NN1962 82 NM7669 

            86 NN0635 

            87 NN1982 

            89 NM6356 

            90 NG9913 

            93 NM7272 

            98 NM8061 

            100 NM8375 

Total 
2012 15 

  

21 15   

  

Total 
2013 5 6 33   

Total 
2014 12 5 24   

Overall 
Total 32   25 72   43 

KEY: 
       2012 

Results 
2013 

Results 2014 Results 
Square visited more 
than once 

    Table 2:  Summary of Chequered Skipper Survey Results 2012-2014 
 

Tom Prescott  
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Forestry Commission Scotland - Secondary Species 
2014 was the third year of our ongoing project with Forestry Commission Scotland 
(FCS) to monitor two of Scotland’s flagship butterflies; Chequered Skipper and Pearl-
bordered Fritillary.  In that time we have dramatically increased the level of 
monitoring for both species and are confident that with two more years of data we 
can, for the very first time, accurately assess how each species is faring in Scotland.   

However, we also know that the land owned and managed by Forestry Commission 
Scotland, the National Forest Estate (NFE), is important for several other important 
species of Lepidoptera.  So we have assisted FCS in drawing up a list of around 
twenty “Secondary Species”.  These are species that have significant populations or 
important colonies on FCS land.  The list, Table 1, has been regionalised, so that it is 
relevant to each of the ten Forest Districts that cover Scotland, whilst Map 1 shows 
the location of the ten Scottish Forest Districts.   

We are now in the process of determining what action is required and prioritising 
these actions, although to a certain extent we will be reactive, taking opportunities as 
and when they arrive.  In some cases we know very little about the current 
distribution of these species on the NFE so the initial action will be to undertake 
surveys to identify key areas on the NFE where they occur.  For other species the 
location of good populations on the NFE are already known and the task will be to 
monitor them as well as enhance them by trying to implement suitable management.  
In most cases it will be a combination of all three; survey, monitoring and 
management.   

So we are looking for volunteers to get involved.  You may already know of good 
populations of these Secondary Species in the relevant Forest District, if that is the 
case please let me know.  You may also wish to survey sites for these species or 
know of areas that, through management, for example clearing scrub or widening a 
ride, would be of great benefit to these species.  Again please let me know.   

This year we are hoping to focus our efforts on Kentish Glory, Welsh Clearwing, 
Northern Brown Argus, Small Blue and Dingy Skipper.  If you want to know more or 
get involved just get in touch. 
 
Dr Tom Prescott  Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org   Tel: 01540 661469 
 

North Highland Forest District 

 Large Heath 

 Argent & Sable 

 Narrow-bordered bee hawk-moth 

Inverness, Ross & Skye Forest District 

 Small Blue 

 Dingy Skipper 

 Goat Moth 

 Kentish Glory 

 Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth 

 Barred Tooth-striped 

Moray & Aberdeen Forest District 

 Small Blue 

 Dingy Skipper 

 Goat Moth 

 Kentish Glory 

 Dark Bordered Beauty 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Lochaber Forest District 

 Welsh Clearwing 

 Barred Tooth-striped 

Tay Forest District 

 Northern Brown Argus 

 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

 Large Heath 

 Goat Moth 

 Kentish Glory 

 Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth 

 Netted Mountain Moth 

 Lunar Yellow Underwing 

 Cousin German 

 Argent & Sable 

 Welsh Clearwing 

 Barred Tooth-striped 

 Square-spotted clay 

West Argyll Forest District 

 Marsh Fritillary 

 Barred Tooth-striped 

 Square-spotted clay 

Cowal & Trossachs Forest District 

 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

 Small Blue 

 Large Heath 

 Welsh Clearwing 

 Argent & Sable 

Scottish Lowlands Forest District 

 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

 Large Heath 

Galloway Forest District 

 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

 Large Heath 

 Argent & Sable 

Dumfries & Borders Forest District 

 Northern Brown Argus 

 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

 Large Heath 

 Dingy Skipper 

 Forester moth 

 
Table 1: List of Secondary Species per Forest District 
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Map 1:  Scottish Forest Districts and Forestry Commission Landholding = 

National Forest Estate (green shading) 
 
 

The Garden Moth Scheme 2014 
The Garden Moth Scheme (GMS) runs from the beginning of March to early 
November, with people recording the numbers of around 300 species of the more 
common moths in their gardens once a week throughout this period. Further 
information on the findings of the GMS for the whole of the UK and Ireland, both 
current and historical, is available in the form of annual reports and quarterly 
newsletters, which can be found in the Downloads section of the web-site: 
<http://www.gardenmoths.org.uk> 
 
The Garden Moth Scheme (GMS) welcomes participants from all parts of the United 
Kingdom and Ireland, and in 2014 received 354 completed recording forms, a slight 
decrease on 2013. Recorder numbers were stable in Scotland, with 22 complete sets 
of results returned, including two new participants. GMS members across Scotland 

http://www.gardenmoths.org.uk/
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counted 20,975 individual moths of 232 species at an average of 948.6 per garden, a 
decrease of 19.6% on 2013 (1180.1), and 17.8% down on the 4-year average of 
1153.9 for 2010-13. 
 
Large Yellow Underwing was once again the commonest moth overall, with numbers 
down 15.6% on last year, but still 15.8% above the average for the previous 4 years. 
It’s relatives the Lesser and Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwings do not seem 
to be doing as well, with numbers well below average. 
 
The Scottish top 20 are shown below, with the ranking for the previous 4-year period 
shown in brackets, the percentage change in average numbers per garden across 
Scotland year on year (2013-14), and the percentage difference between 2014 
numbers and the average per garden for 2010-13.  
 

Rank 
2014 
(2010-
13) 

Species 
Average 
per 
garden 

Percentage 
change 
2013-14 

Percentage 
difference 
to 4-year 
average 
(2010-13) 

1 (1) Large Yellow Underwing 170.6 -15.6 +15.8 

2 (6) Bird-cherry Ermine 61.4 +192.2 +50.5 

3 (2) Dark Arches 55.2 +21.8 -28.0 

4 (3) Hebrew Character 37.4 +57.6 -28.4 

5 (4) 
Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow 
Underwing 

34.9 -49.2 -32.5 

6 (7) Common Rustic aggregate 30.9 -1.8 -22.0 

7 (8) Common Quaker 25.6 +62.4 -30.3 

8 (10) Dotted Clay 19.4 -49.9 -35.7 

9 (9) Lesser Yellow Underwing 16.9 -54.4 -47.4 

10 (19) Double Square-spot 16.6 -5.8 +41.6 

11 (22) Heart & Dart 14.6 +103.4 +41.3 

12 (16) Beautiful Golden Y 14.4 -25.0 +2.6 

13 (24) Silver-ground Carpet 12.1 +1.1 +26.4 

14 (29) Clouded-bordered Brindle 11.1 +6.7 +34.8 

15 (33) Brimstone Moth 10.9 +28.8 +62.4 

16 (12) Rosy Rustic 10.8 -58.7 -40.0 

17 (17) Agriphila tristella 10.3 -11.1 -23.4 

18 (46) Riband Wave 10.3 +40.6 +99.4 

19 (37) Garden Carpet 10.0 +24.3 +58.5 

20 (21) Common Marbled Carpet 9.5 -24.4 -10.7 

 
Overall, 95 species were present in greater numbers in 2014 than their average per 
garden over the previous 4 years, with 155 species ‘in arrears’. 16 moths on the list 
of target species have not been seen in any of our GMS gardens at all over the last 
five years, and 2 were recorded for the first time this year – Common Emerald and 
Dingy Footman. 20 species that had been recorded at some point over the previous 
4 years did not make an appearance in 2014. The one species ranked in the top ten 
over the 2010-13 period that did not make the Scottish top ten in 2014 is True 
Lover’s Knot, but that is a reflection of a change in geographical composition of the 
participating gardens rather than a crash in numbers - figures for some locally 
abundant species can be a little misleading. 
 
Looking at the three Butterfly Conservation regions in Scotland, it seems those in the  
Glasgow & South-west branch area had a much better year than the others, but with 
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small numbers of gardens involved, particularly in the Highland region, figures can 
sometimes be misleading. The table below shows the change in the average number 
of moths per garden from 2013-14 using figures from all participating members, and 
also the change year on year for those gardens returning records for both years. It 
still reflects a poor season for those in the East branch area! 
 

 
Average per 
garden 2013 
all gardens 
(n=23) 

Average per 
garden 2014 
all gardens 
(n=22) 

Percentage 
change all 
gardens 

Percentage 
change 
gardens 
common to 
both years 
(n=19) 

Scotland 1180.1 948.6 -19.6 -2.2 

G&SW 912.3 1092.4 +19.7 +2.5 

East 1195.6 836.3 -30.1 -10.3 

Highland 1926.3 1062.3 -44.9 +37.8 

 
During the ‘off season’ we have conducted a review of the GMS species lists, taking 
into account the non-GMS species recorded in reasonable numbers in each region, 
and expanding the ‘core species’ list (those species recorded in every region across 
the UK & Ireland). This has resulted in the addition of a further 35 species (or 
aggregates in the case of the Uncertain and Rustic), some of which we are very 
unlikely to see in Scotland, but the ‘zero’ count is still of value to the scheme and the 
new core list of around 230 species will provide a solid foundation for future research. 
 
To compensate, we have also added several species to the Scottish list (taking it to 
just over 300 species) that were seen in good numbers in our gardens last year, 
including several micros (all relatively easy to identify) such as the pretty little tortrix, 
Acleris forsskaleana. This moth was quite numerous in gardens across the central 
belt in 2014, but does not yet occur in the highlands, so it will be interesting to see if it 
is a species ‘on the move’. The larvae feed on Field Maple and Sycamore, and the 
adult measures 6-8 mm and has a distinctive net-like wing pattern with a dark cross-
line, and sometimes a dark dorsal blotch. The present distribution, as portrayed on 
the micro-moth distribution maps on the East Scotland branch website 
(http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/sm_Tortricidae.html#49.062) is shown below, 
along with one of my own garden visitors. 
 
 

 
 
We have produced micro-moth identification guides to cover the GMS core species 
and regional supplements for the additional species on each area’s list, and these 

http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/sm_Tortricidae.html#49.062
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are available to download from the GMS website and Facebook Group. They could 
be useful for inexperienced moth recorders who would like to get to grips with a few 
micros, even if you are not a member of the GMS – feel free to use them as you 
wish. 
 
The new GMS 2015 season began on Friday 6th March, and the latest date to begin 
trapping was Monday 30th March to stay within the protocol for taking part (at least 
27/36 weeks, with no gaps of more than 3 weeks in a row), so unless you have been 
trapping anyway in your garden, it is probably too late to take part this year. 
 
The role of co-ordinator for Scotland for 2015 has been taken over by Audrey Turner, 
so please contact Audrey on unicorn64@btinternet.com for further information if you 
would like to take part next time. We have a Yahoo group, Facebook Group & 
Facebook Page as well as an annual conference and quarterly newsletters (let 
Audrey know if you would like to be added to the mailing list, even if you don’t want to 
take part in the scheme). The vast majority of our members also send their records to 
the Butterfly Conservation county moth recorders (something we actively encourage); 
everyone is welcome from beginner to seasoned expert, and help is always 
available. 
 
Heather Young 
GMS Co-ordinator 
e-mail: heather.young@tiscali.co.uk 
http://www.gardenmoths.org.uk/ 
 

Speckled Wood Survey 2015 
The Speckled Wood butterfly is continuing its expansion in all directions.  It is 
expanding outwards from its ancient refuge populations from Moray and Argyll, and 
being joined by in-comers migrating north from England and even from Northern 
Ireland!  Following on from last year’s very successful online and postcard survey we 
have decided to extend the survey through 2015 and our online recording facility 
went live on 1st March.  We are still awaiting our first sighting so keep your eyes 
peeled and please let us know if you spot one!  Send us your records by postcard or 
email to scotland@butterfly-conservation.org or via real-time online recording on our 
website!  See your records mapped in front of your eyes – simply go to 
www.butterfly-conservation.org/scottishspeckledwood  

 
Speckled Wood – Peter Eeles 

mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
mailto:heather.young@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scottishspeckledwood
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BRANCH EVENTS 
 
The following are all the Branch events that have been confirmed to date, in this 
newsletter, just so everyone can see what is happening Scotland-wide.  There really 
is an incredible amount going on right across Scotland and you are all very welcome 
to come along.  
 
These events are of course also to be found on our excellent Branch websites which 
are kept regularly updated as new events are added: 
 
Highlands & Islands:  
http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html  
South & West Scotland: 
http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html 
East Scotland:  
http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html 
 
And don’t forget to check out their Facebook pages too! 

Highland Branch Events and Field Trips 2015 
2015 events at a glance 
Sat May 2 or Sat 9             Kiltarlity: Moth trapping for Barred Tooth-striped. 
Sat May 16 & Sun 17         Various locations: Cairngorms National Park Nature  
                                               Festival 
Sun May 17                       Glen Orrin, near Muir of Ord: Field trip for Pearl-

bordered Fritillary 
Sat May 23                          Glen Marksie, near Contin: Field trip for Pearl-bordered 

and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries      
Sat May 30                            Loch Arkaig: Allt Mhuic BC nature reserve Family Fun 
                                               Day 
Sat May 30 or Sun 31         Polmaily, near Drumnadrochit: Field trip for Pearl- 
                                               bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper 
Sun May 31                            Glen Nevis, Fort William: Moth and butterfly surveying 

field trip with a focus on Chequered Skipper and Pearl-
bordered Fritillary 

Fri June 19 & Sat 20             Kiltarlity: Moth trapping for Pine-tree Lappet 
Sat June 20                            Dundreggan, Glen Moriston: Moth trapping & butterfly 

field trip. Moth targets are Bilberry Pug, Welsh 
Clearwing & Rannoch Looper 

One day between Thurs Dalwhinnie: Field trip for Mountain Ringlet 
July 2 and Tuesday 7       
 
Sat July 11 or Sun 12           Rosemarkie: Field trip for Northern Brown Argus  
Sat July 18                            Grantown on Spey: Field trip for Northern Brown Argus 
Friday July 24 to Sun 2        Silverdale, Cumbria. Long weekend away for High  
or Fri Aug 1 to Sun 3            Brown Fritillary 
                                               
Sat Aug 1 or Sun 2               Glenborrodale, Ardnamurchan: Field trip for Purple 
                                               Hairstreak 
Sun Aug 2 or Mon 3              Glenborrodale, Ardnamurchan: Moth trapping 
Sat Sept 12                            Polmaily, near Drumnadrochit: Scrub-bashing work  
                                               party 
                 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html
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Kiltarlity Moths 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  Barred Tooth-striped – a very rare and localised species 
associated with ash trees. 
Date:  Either Saturday 2 May or Saturday 9 May, date to be decided nearer the time 
dependent on weather forecast. 
Time:  10am 
Meeting place:  Kiltarlity Garden Centre NH 502401 (OS sheet 26 – Inverness & 
Loch Ness).  Turn off A833 for Kiltarlity village at Brockies Lodge Hotel NH515419. At 
end of Kiltarlity village, turn left at Post Office Brae and follow signs to Garden 
Centre. 
Park in the Garden Centre car park.   Follow signs to moth trapping location in the 
Garden Centre. 
Description:  Moth traps will be set on Friday evening in the Garden Centre and 
other likely areas in the vicinity for Barred Tooth-striped. All traps will be brought into 
the Garden Centre on Saturday morning. 
Approx duration:  3 hours.  
Any other information:  Tea and coffee will be provided. 
Leader name: Malcolm Harvey 
Leader contact details:  Address: Clach Bhan, Loaneckheim, Kiltarlity, Beauly, 
Inverness-shire, IV4 7JQ. 
Tel. 01463 741328  E-mail: malcolmi.harvey@btinternet.com 
 
Cairngorms National Park Nature Festival 
Sat May 16 & Sun May 17.  See CNPA website for details. 
 
Glen Orrin 
Organiser: BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
Date:   Sunday 17th May  
Time:   10:30 am 
Meeting place:  Car park at NH474514 (OS sheet 26 – Inverness & Loch Ness). 
From Marybank on the A832 take the minor road south for 1.5 miles to Aultgowrie. 
On the south side of the bridge turn west for 200 yards to a small car park for visitors. 
Description:   We have been counting the Pearl-bordered Fritillaries here every year 
since they were first found in 2009. This year, after your fantastic scrub clearing 
efforts we would like you to join us. There is a short uphill section to get onto the 
track, followed by a gentle climb to the start of the forestry. Hopefully good numbers 
of PBF to be seen plus day flying moths 
Approx duration:  4 hours depending on weather. 
What’s needed:  Lunch, boots and waterproofs. 
Any other information:  We have always called this area “tick hill”, so be warned.                                           
Leader name:  Margaret Currie 
Leader contact details:  Tel 01349 877223 moths.vc106@btinternet.com 

 
Glenmarksie 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries 
Date:  Saturday 23rd May 2015 
Time:  10:30 am 
Meeting place:  Turn off A835 about 1km NW of Contin, signposted Loch Achilty. 
Single track road for approx. 4 miles to Luichart Power Station. Park just beyond in 
vicinity of bridge. Grid ref NH393571, OS sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness). There 
are two small car parks further on which we may be able to access. 

mailto:malcolmi.harvey@btinternet.com
mailto:moths.vc106@btinternet.com
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Description:   A walk mostly on tracks with some short steep uphill sections. 
Through woodland to the open hillside where both PB and Small PB Fritillary have 
been recorded. The open area is excellent for day flying moths such as Mother 
Shipton, while the ponds lower down have several species of dragonfly.  
Approx duration:  4-5 hours depending on weather. 
What’s needed:  Suitable footwear as we will be going onto the hillside. Lunch.                   
Any other information:  For anyone who cannot walk far it would be possible to 
drive up to the dam, (Mon-Sat only), but there is still a steep section of track to walk 
beyond the dam. If undertaken the complete circuit is approximately 3 miles. 
Leader name:  Margaret Currie  
Leader contact details:  Tel 01349 877223 moths.vc106@btinternet.com 

 
Allt Mhuic BC Reserve Family Fun Day 
Sat May 30. Probably 11am to 3pm. Details yet to be finalised but there will be plenty 
of games and activities for the whole family, along with guided walks etc. See 
Forestry Commission Scotland website for details nearer the time. 
 
Polmaily Butterfly Walk, near Drumnadrochit 
Organiser:  BC Highland & Islands Branch  
Target Species:  Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper 
Date:   Saturday May 30 or Sunday May 31 
Time:   10.30  
Meeting place:  The end of the forest track into Polmaily, about 2 miles west of 
Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref NH 484304 (OS sheet 26 – 
Inverness and Loch Ness) 
Description:  A visit to see the rewards of previous habitat management undertaken 
by members of Highland branch. 
Approx duration: Up to 4 hours 
What’s needed:  Bring a packed lunch 
Any other information:  Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or the Sunday 
will be decided nearer the time, dependent on the weather forecast. Please phone 
Mark a few days beforehand for the final decision. 
Leader name:  Mark Wynn (Branch Chairman) 
Leader contact details:  01463 729977   markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk 

 
Citizen Science Moth Trapping & Butterfly Surveying – Glen Nevis 
Organiser:  Nevis Partnership & Butterfly Conservation Scotland 
Date:  Sunday 31 May 
Time:   10.30am 
Meeting place:  Woollen Mill car park at the entrance to Glen Nevis, Fort William. 
Grid ref NN 113742 (OS map 41 – Ben Nevis) 
Description:  Learn about surveying for moths, butterflies and the plants that they 
feed on with a focus on Chequered Skipper and Pearl-bordered Fritillary. 
Approx duration:  Until lunchtime 
What’s needed:  Sensible footwear, warm clothes and a sense of humour! 
Leader name:  Tom Prescott 
Leader contact details:  Tel: 01540 661469.     Mob: 07979 785665.  
tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  

 
Kiltarlity Area Pine-tree Lappet Moth Survey 
Date:  Friday June 19 and Saturday June 20 
Time:  8.30pm till late 
Meeting place: Car park of Brockie’s Lodge Hotel, Kiltarlity. Grid ref: NH514418. OS 
sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness). 

mailto:moths.vc106@btinternet.com
mailto:markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Description: Further targeted trapping to ascertain the status and distribution of 
Pine-tree Lappet moth.  
What’s needed: Bring your own moth traps if you have them. 
Any other information: Depending on the number of people, traps and generators, 
we will split into groups to trap as many different local sites as possible.  
To help effective co-ordination of the survey please inform Tom Prescott beforehand 
if you plan to attend. 
If you cannot attend but would like to look for this moth at another time during its 
flight period (latter half of June to mid- July), please also get in touch with Tom who 
will help arrange sites and access permissions. 
Leader name:  Tom Prescott 
Leader contact details:  Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665   
E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  

 
Dundreggan Forest (Trees for Life), Glen Moriston, Butterflies and Moths 
Organiser:  Butterfly Conservation Highland Branch & Trees for Life 
Target Species:  Bilberry Pug, Welsh Clearwing, Rannoch Looper. 
Date:   Sat 20 June or Sun 21 June 
Time:   10:00 am 
Meeting place:  Dundreggan Forest public car park. OS Grid Ref: NH332146 (OS 
sheet 34 – Fort Augustus). 
Description:  Meet at the car park. We will walk up to the lodge (approx 300m) to 
look through moth traps that have been set out at several sites around the forest area 
the night before. Bilberry Pug was discovered nearby last year at only the third 
Scottish site so is one species that we are hoping to see. After that, in the company 

of Doug Gilbert the Dundreggan Forest Operations Manager, we will look for 
butterflies and day flying moths plus anything else of interest. Welsh Clearwing has 
regularly been recorded at Dundreggan and we will attempt to find these. 
Approx duration: 3 to 4 hours 
What’s needed:  Suitable footwear and clothing for variable weather, insect 
repellent, packed lunch, plenty of sunshine. 
Any other information:  In the event of particularly bad weather being forecast we 
may postpone the event to the following day, therefore if you are intending to come 
along please make contact a couple of days beforehand to confirm the final date. 
Leader name & contact details: Mike Taylor 
Tel: 01479 831060, Mobile: 07753 607287, Email: mst.taylor@btinternet.com 
Trees for Life contact: Doug Gilbert - Office: 01320 340242 

 
Dalwhinnie for Mountain Ringlet 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  Mountain Ringlet 
Date:  One day between Thursday 2 July and Tuesday 7 July, date to be decided 
nearer the time dependant on weather forecast. 
Time:  10.30am 
Meeting place:  Lay-by at the junction of the A889 and the Glen Truim minor road 
just north of Dalwhinnie. Grid ref NN 640859 (OS sheet 42 – Glen Garry). 
Description:  A walk onto the lower slopes of Meall Liath. The same trip in 2014 was 
successful in seeing Mountain Ringlet. 
Approx duration:  Into the afternoon 
What’s needed:  Stout footwear, waterproofs (just in case) and a packed 
lunch/refreshments. 
Any other information:  The trip will run on either the Saturday or the Sunday 
depending on the best weather forecast. So you will need to phone Mark a couple of 
days before the weekend to find out which day he’s going for. 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:mst.taylor@btinternet.com
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Leader name:  Mark Wynn 
Leader contact details:  01463 729977  markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk 

 
Rosemarkie Cliffs, Black Isle 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  Northern Brown Argus and Grayling 
Date:  Sat July 11 or Sunday July 12, date to be decided nearer the time based on 
weather forecast. 
Time:  10.30 
Meeting place:  Parking is available at the northern end of the sea-front road in 
Rosemarkie. Grid ref NH 738577 (OS sheet 27 – Nairn & Forres) 
Description:  We will walk north along the shore-line cliffs. When we did this trip in 
2014 we saw an amazing twelve species of butterfly, including the target species. 
Approx duration: Approx 5 hours, until mid-afternoon. 
What’s needed:  Stout footwear and a packed lunch. 
Any other information:  The trip will take place either on the Saturday or the 
Sunday, dependant on weather forecast. Therefore you must contact Mark a few 
days before the weekend to find out which day it’s going to be. 
Leader name:  Mark Wynn 
Leader contact details:  01463 729977    markwynn@highland-butterfies.org.uk  

 
Butterflies in Grantown-on-Spey 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  Northern Brown Argus, Ringlet, Dark Green Fritillary & any day 
flying moths 
Date:  Saturday 18th July 2015 
Time:  10.30am 
Meeting place:  A layby on a minor road just south-east of Grantown-on-spey at the 
south end of the Old Spey Bridge, grid ref NJ039262.  There is more parking at the 
end of this minor road at NJ041262.  To get here head out of Grantown on the A95 
and cross the Spey Bridge.  After a couple of hundred metres there is a turn-off on 
the right signposted for Nethybridge.  Don’t take this road but take the next turning 
on the left part-way around a bend.  Follow this road when it curves to the right and 
the meeting place is about 150 metres further on.  
Description:  There is an interesting meadow just across the Old Spey Bridge with a 
variety of wild flowers along the edge of it beside the Spey.  We can also walk back 
along the minor road where there are a couple of areas which are home to the 
Northern Brown Argus.  Depending on the weather and enthusiasm of the party, it 
would also be possible to walk a short distance south along the Speyside Way to 
where I’ve seen Six-spot Burnet previously. 
Approx duration: 3 to 4 hours, maybe longer. 
What’s needed:  Packed lunch, stout footwear 
Any other information:  There are also a couple of other interesting sites nearby 
which could be visited if time permits. 
Leader name:  Audrey Turner 
Leader contact details:   
Mobile; 07450 548862  Home; 01479 811517 email;  unicorn64@btinternet.com 

 
Silverdale, Cumbria 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  High Brown Fritillary 
Date:  Either Friday 24 July to Sunday 26 July OR Friday 31 July to Sunday 2 August 
Description:  This is a long weekend trip leaving early Friday morning and returning 
late on the Sunday. Attendees will stay at Challan Hall B&B  

mailto:markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:markwynn@highland-butterfies.org.uk
mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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(see http://challanhall.co.uk ) and visit several sites around the Silverdale area. Last 
year’s trip, which ran earlier in the season to see Duke of Burgundy, was a great 
success and so it was decided to run it again this year but later in the season to see 
different species of butterflies and moths. 
This is a beautiful area and well known for its wildlife. Up to 29 butterfly species per 
day can be seen at this time of year. 
In order to book the accommodation, Mark needs to know how much interest there is 
in this trip by the time of the Highland Branch AGM on April 11. If you are interested 
in going or need more information please contact Mark as below. 
Leader name:  Mark Wynn 
Leader contact details:  Tel: 01463 729977   E-mail: markwynn@highland-
butterflies.org.uk  
 
Purple Hairstreak at Glenborrodale, Ardnamurchan 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:   Purple Hairstreak 
Date:  Sat Aug 1 or Sun Aug 2, date to be decided nearer the time based on weather 
forecast 
Time:  3pm 
Meeting place:  RSPB Glenborrodale reserve car park (grid ref NM 601609 OS 
sheet 40 – Loch Shiel), one mile west of Glenborrodale on the B8007 Salen to 
Kilchoan road. 
Description:  We will walk through the reserve looking for butterflies (e.g. Speckled 
Wood, Dark Green Fritillary and Scotch Argus) and anything else of interest, such as 
Golden-ringed Dragonflies. Then, late afternoon/early evening we hope to see Purple 
Hairstreak butterflies as they habitually gather in the tops of oak trees. 
Approx duration:  4 - 4½ hours, finishing around 7 to 7.30pm 
What’s needed:  BINOCULARS, essential for looking into the treetops for Purple 
Hairstreaks. Midge repellent. Welly boots are recommended because the path can 
be wet and muddy even in the summer. 
For the Purple Hairstreak we need a sunny evening as well as patience and a good 
eye. 
Any other information:  Purple Hairstreaks were only discovered in Highland in 
2003 though because of their elusive nature, they may well have been previously 
overlooked.  They are currently confined to the oakwoods of Ardnamurchan and 
Morvern. Do not expect great views. Even if the weather is good i.e. sunny, their 
habit is to flutter around high up in the treetops and they rarely descend to lower 
levels. 
Remember to contact Liz a couple of days before the weekend to find out which day 
the event is going to be run. 
A moth trapping event is scheduled for the following morning – see details below.  
Leader name:  Liz Macdonald 
Leader contact details:  01972 500700 or 07543 545276.  liz@adelphidistillery.com 

 
Moths at RSPB Glenborrodale, Ardnamurchan 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  Whatever is there. 
Date:  Sunday Aug 2 or Monday Aug 3 (Bank Holiday) 
Time:  10am 
Meeting place:  RSPB Glenborrodale reserve car park (grid ref NM 601609 OS 
sheet 40 – Loch Shiel), one mile west of Glenborrodale on the B8007 Salen to 
Kilchoan road. 
Description:  A look through moth traps run the night before. When we moth trapped 
here in June 2014 we recorded 76 moth species (58 macro-moths and 18 micro-
moths). 

http://challanhall.co.uk/
mailto:markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:liz@adelphidistillery.com
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Approx. duration: Up to lunchtime 
What’s needed:  Midge repellent! 
Any other information:  The exact date of this event will be decided nearer the time 
because it will tie in with the Purple Hairstreak field trip (details above) which is 
weather dependant. 
Leader name:  Pete Moore 
Leader contact details:  01479 872261 or 07866 578079 
theconfused@btinternet.com  
 
Polmaily Work Party, near Drumnadrochit 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Date:  Saturday 12 Sept 
Time:  10.30am until about 4pm 
Meeting place:  The end of the forest track into Polmaily, about 2 miles west of 
Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref NH 484304 (OS sheet 26 – 
Inverness and Loch Ness) 
Description:  Another session of cutting back and clearing trackside vegetation to 
improve the habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper. 
Approx duration:  5 or 6 hours but you are welcome to join in and leave whenever 
you want. Every little helps so if you only do an hour that will still be very useful. 
What’s needed:  Bring lunch and wear old clothes. If you have them bring work 
gloves, secateurs, bow-saws and loppers. If you don’t have them they will be 
provided. 
Any other information:  This will be the fifth Polmaily work party. Previous ones 
were good fun, well attended and with plenty of cake! 
Leader name:  Tom Prescott 
Leader contact details:  Tel: 01540 661469.     Mob: 07979 785665.  
tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  

South & West Scotland Branch Events 2015 

Talk to SWT Glasgow Branch - The Fascinating World of Butterflies 

22nd April 19:15-21:30  

A short AGM, then Jo Davies of the Glasgow Branch of Butterfly Conservation talks  

about  identifying  common  species of moths and butterflies in Scotland and their 

reproductive strategies. 

Meet at Hyndland School, Airlie Theatre. Contact Moira Wadsworth 0141 3396066  

Branch New Members Day/Recording & ID Course 

9th May 10:00-16:00 

Whilst especially aimed at new members it is open to all. 

Glasgow Museums Resource Centre, 200 Woodhead Road, South Nitshill Industrial 

Estate, Glasgow G53 7NN 

Green Hairstreak Walk 

17th May 13:00  

A visit to possibly the most accessible reasonably sized colony in the immediate 

Glasgow area  & which only came to our attention last year. Numbers will be limited 

to avoid potential damage to a sensitive environment - if there is enough demand we 

will add a 2nd walk & adjust timings. 

Meet at the far east side of B&Q car park, Strathkelvin Retail Park, Kirkintilloch Road, 

Bishopbriggs, East Dunbartonshire G64 2TS 

mailto:theconfused@btinternet.com
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Mabie Forest nr Dumfries Butterfly Walk  

23rd May, time tbc. 

One of Butterfly Conservation's 3 Scottish Reserves walk lead by local transect 

recorder Owen Figgis with hopes of seeing Pearl-bordered Fritillary. 

Meet in car park DG2 8HB (off A710) 

Dingy Skipper Walk  

30th May, 13:30 

Little Mill Bing, Rankinston, Easy Ayrshire. Sam Lord (plus Jo Davis?) leading. 

Meet on the 'main road' through Rankinston opposite the Community Centre, 

Littlemill Place, Rankinston KA6 7HB from where a path leads to the bing. It is about 

10-15mins walk to the bing. 

Bat & Moth Evening  

12th June, 20:00 

Ross Hall Park, Glasgow with Glasgow City Countryside Rangers 

Ross Hall Park, Crookston Road, Glasgow, G53 5RL 

 

Mid-summer Moth Mania  

19th-20th June 

Inchcailloch in Loch Lomond (ferry from Balmaha) 

details tbc with Loch Lomond NNR Ranger service 

2 part event - Friday evening, for those of you with moth trap setup & stay overnight 

on the island. Rare chance to trap in interesting habitats. If interested please get in 

touch so that we can organise accordingly.  

Saturday morning public event to let people observe as we identify & record the 

catch. 

Unfortunately the interior of the island is bad for ticks so please take appropriate 

precautions. 

 

Butterfly Walk Muirshiel  

28th June 13:00  

Meet at Muirshiel Visitor Centre, Calder Glen Road near Lochwinnoch, Renfrewshire 

PA12 4LB 

Butterfly Recording & ID course, Irvine  

18th July 10:00  

Marking the launch of the Big Butterfly Count for 2015 we are running a course with 

the RSPB Garnock Valley Futurescape. 

Harbour Arts Centre, 114-116 Harbour Street, Irvine, Ayrshire KA12 8PZ 

Birkshaw Forest nr Lockerbie Butterfly Walk  

1st August, time tbc.  

A visit to the only known site for Essex Skipper in Scotland. Also has Large & Small 

Skippers as well as many more common species. 

Parking is very limited so car sharing strongly recommended - please get in touch to 

arrange. 
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Lochwinnoch Family Event, Castle Semple 

5th August, 13:00  

Details tbc 

Lochlip Road, Lochwinnoch, Renfrewshire, PA12 4EA 

Bat & Moth Evening, Botanic Gardens, Glasgow  

4th September, 20:00  

Bat & Moth Evening (with Clyde Bat Group) 

730 Great Western Road, Glasgow, G12 0UE  

In addition we will, of course, be supporting other nature events/organisations with 

walks, talks, courses & stalls at public events. 

Dumfries & Galloway Sub-Group Events 

Mabie Forest Reserve 
23rd May (Target Species - both Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries) 
Details are still being finalised for this butterfly walk which will be led by Owen Figgis, 
who undertakes the Transect at Mabie. We hope to get Forestry Commission to allow 
us to take vehicles closer to the Reserve Site, and if this can be arranged car sharing 
from the main car-park will probably be necessary.  This is the Flagship BCS 
Reserve; 25 butterfly species have now been recorded at Mabie as well as Forester 
Moth. 

 
Birkshaw Forest  
1st August (Target Species - Essex Skipper) 
A visit to Birkshaw is becoming a regular event, and as last year it will be a Field Trip 
in conjunction with Glasgow Natural History Society. This is the only site in Scotland 
where this species anomalously occurs (it is also absent from Wales and most of 
Northern England). With a chance of Small Skipper as well, for Butterfly Tickers it is a 
trip not to be missed! 
 
For both these above events, if you are interested in attending please contact Susan 
and Richard at dandgbutterflies@gmail.com or phone 01387 730301 for full details. 

 
Butterflies and Moths at RSPB Mersehead 
The Group is participating with the RSPB’s ‘Gardening for Wildlife Course’, which 
focuses  on Bees and Butterflies, on Saturday 11th April at Mersehead RSPB 
Reserve, Southwick, Dumfries, 11.00 – 2.00pm. This activity is part of the Dumfries 
and Galloway month long ‘Wild Spring Festival’ beginning 4th  April.  
 
The RSPB is really going for moths this year by holding fortnightly Mothing sessions 
at Mersehead (9.30-11.00 am, appropriately caffeine fuelled as these are enticingly 
billed as ‘Mocha and Moths’). These optimistically began on 13th March and will run 
throughout the season until 21st August (there is one on Friday 10th April, the day 
before the Wildlife Gardening Course). Other (BCS relevant) activities at Mersehead 
include Bats, Moths and Toads on 20th June (8-10pm)  and Butterfly Walks on 27th 
June and 25th July, the latter coinciding with Butterfly Conservation’s ‘Big Butterfly 
Count’. Please note that these are RSPB led events (by Kirsty Griffiths) so a charge 
applies, £5 Adults, £2 Children, but half price to both RSPB and (specially 
negotiated!) BCS  Members. Details are available at mersehead@rspb.org.uk    
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East Scotland Branch Events 2015 

Lothian Field Trips, 2015 
Sunday, 31 May. A trip to North Berwick Law, where we hope to find Wall Brown and 
Speckled Wood. Meet at the car park at the Law off the B1347 Haddington Road, grid 
ref. NT553842 at 10.30.  
Contact: Samantha Ranscombe, 07810057129, or Richard Buckland 01313320615, 
or 07748271565 (mob). 
 
Sunday 21 June. A trip to the Bell at Whiteadder Reservoir to try and see Northern 
Brown Argus and Dark Green Fritillary. Meet at the car park at the western end of the 
Reservoir on the B6355 out of Gifford, (NT667633) at 10.30.  
Contact: Richard Buckland r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk. In the afternoon we will go 
on to some other local sites to see them there as well.  
 
Sunday 12 July. A trip to Auchencorth moss to see Large Heath. Meet at the 
entrance to Auchencorth farm (NT571201) at 10.30.  
Contact: Richard Buckland 0131320615, or 07748271565 (mob).  We may go on to 
another moss in the afternoon, for those who are extra keen.  

 
Perthshire Events 2015    
Sunday, 26 July, A butterfly identification day at RSPB Loch Leven (Vane Farm). 
New members particularly welcome.  Colin Whitehead will be present fresh from the 
very successful ID day at Vogrie Country Park last year. He will be talking on ID skills 
in the morning, followed by a walk to put them into practice in the afternoon. Coffee 
and lunch provided, but please book in advance to let the organisers plan properly.  
Meet at 10.30 at Vane Farm.  
Contact: Cathy Caudwell, 01828 686709.  
 
Saturday 8 August. Laird's Loch and North Ballo Hill.  A joint meeting with BC & 
Dundee Naturalist's Society to see Dark Green Fritillary and possibly do some moth 
trapping as well. Meet at the car park at Tullybaccart (grid ref. NO263360) at 10.30. 
This is ~12km N of Dundee on the A923 to Coupar Angus.  
Contact, as above.  

 
Borders Events 2015 
Sunday 31 May  A Borders Nature Festival event at Paxton House. A butterfly walk 
with target species of Speckled Wood and Orange-tip and if weather permits moths 
from an overnight light trap. 
Meet at 2.00pm at Paxton House (grid reference NT922520, postcode TD15 1SZ). 
There will be butterfly-themed activities for youngsters after the walk, finishing at 
4.30pm. Charge £3 per child, £5 per adult (this includes the £4 annual grounds pass) 
and £15 family tickets. 
Booking advised  - please email allison@paxtonhouse.com.  
Contact:1. Paxton House allison@paxtonhouse.com 01289 386909  
             2. Barry Prater  barry@myzen.co.uk  018907 52037  
             3. Iain Cowe orb@lammer.orangehome.co.uk 01890 818314,07775 747838 

 
Friday 5 and Saturday 6 June  Moth trapping and moth breakfast at Whitmuir, West 
Linton; a Borders Nature Festival event. Light traps for moths will be set up at 
9.00pm. on the Friday with  the contents being identified the following morning at 
9.00 am. This is a joint event between Butterfly Conservation and Whitmuir the 
Organic Place. Breakfast will be available in the farm shop.  
Whitmuir Farm is by the A701 about halfway between Leadburn and Romannobridge 
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(postcode EH46 7BB and grid ref NT191510).  This event is free and suitable for 
families.   
Contact: 1. Reuben Singleton 07783 047398 reuben@tweedecology.co.uk.   
              2. Pete Ritchie pete@whitmuirtheorganicplace.co.uk. 

 
Sunday 7 June Berwickshire Coastal Walk for butterflies and moths; a Borders 
Nature Festival  event. This is a walk south along the Berwickshire coastal path to 
visit a colony of the Small Blue butterfly.  Some of the areas off-track are steep and 
rocky, so please have suitable footwear.  
Meet at Burnmouth Village Hall at 11.00am. Turn off the A1 at Burnmouth and the 
village hall is on the right just after crossing the railway line bridge. Accessible by bus 
routes 235 and 253. Children should be accompanied by an adult and it's best not to 
bring dogs as they disturb the wildlife. Finish around 3.00pm.  
Contact: Iain Cowe; orb@lammer.orangehome.co.uk.  01890 818314, 07775 747838  
 
Sunday 14 June  Moths with the North Northumberland Wildlife Watch Group; a 
Borders Nature Festival event. The event will run from 2pm to 4pm at Hunting Hall 
Farm when youngsters can discover moths in last night's light-trap, followed by 
butterfly-themed activities. Tea and cakes too! 
Meet at Hunting Hall Farm, about 2km NE of Lowick village in N Northumberland 
(grid ref NU028410, postcode TD15 2DP) . Free if you're a member of the Wildlife 
Watch group, otherwise a charge of £2.50 per child. Children must be accompanied 
by an adult; the site is wheelchair accessible if advised before. 
Contact: Harvest Harris-Jones harvest643@btinternet.com 01289 388867.  
 

Saturday 27 June  Flowers, Butterflies & Moths at Thornielee; an event arranged by 
the Scottish Wildlife Trust, Central Borders Group. An easy afternoon walk from 
2.00pm to 4.00pm along paths with adjacent meadows rich with wild flowers, 
butterflies and day-flying moths.  Wonderful views of the Tweed Valley and also the 
site of the Muckle Mou’d Meg sculpture.  
Meeting Place: Thornielee Forest Car Park, NT402366, just off the A72 between 
Clovenfords and Walkerburn at 2.00pm. 
Contact: Malcolm Lindsay, malcandles46@talktalk.net 01896 753425  
 
Sunday 16 August  Tima Water for the Scotch Argus.  A walk to find the Scotch 
Argus butterfly. Meet at 10.30 am at car park by the Tima Water at NT276135. Take 
the B7009 then the B709 from Selkirk towards Ettrick (approx. 16 miles).  At Ettrick 
follow the B709 to the left across the Ettrick Water and follow the Tima Water. If 
anyone wants to share transport there is a large car park in Selkirk near the square, 
where you can meet. Bring lunch and suitable footwear. 
Contact: Sarah Eno, saraheno@riseup.net.  
 

Friday 4 September  Mothing @ Harestanes  - a Family Moths evening at 
Harestanes Countryside Visitor Centre. Come along at 8.00 pm to join a moth expert. 
Finish around 10.00 pm. Ages 8+, under-16s must be with an adult. Adult £3, Child 
£2. No dogs. Booking: Essential. The Visitor Centre is near Ancrum at grid ref 
NT641244 , postcode TD8 6UQ. 
Contact:   Harestanes Countryside Visitor Centre, harestanes@scotborders.gov.uk. 
01835 830306 

 
Aberdeenshire Events 2015 
Unless otherwise stated, events are open to adults & accompanied children under 16 
& are free of charge. Bring stout footwear & appropriate clothing for weather 
conditions. Sun protection may be required on daytime events & close-focus 
binoculars are useful. For moth nights, warm clothing, sunglasses/wide-brimmed hat, 
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midge repellent & torch are recommended. Please check Butterfly Conservation East 
Scotland Branch website for updates (additional events may be added):                   
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/events_aberdeenshire.html 

Saturday 16th May 10.00am – 12noon  
WINGED WONDERS OF THE NIGHT 
Encounter the amazing diversity of moths and learn about their roles in nature. We 
will unveil last night’s live moth trap catch to see some spring-flying species found in 
the area.  
Booking Essential – Tel: 013398 80868 or email: 
marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
Meet at Burn o’ Vat Visitor Centre, near Dinnet  
Event organised by Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service in partnership with SNH 
& Cairngorms National Park Authority as part of Cairngorms Nature Festival.  
 
Saturday 16th May 2.00 – 4.00pm  
WINGED WONDERS OF THE DAY 
Discover our native butterflies and find out how you can help them. We will take a 
short walk (up to 2 miles/3km) to look for butterflies and other insects, including the 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary, a speciality of the Cairngorms.  
Booking Essential – Tel: 013398 80868 or email: 
marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
Meet at Cambus O’ May Forest Walks car park, near Ballater 
Event organised by Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service & Forestry Commission 
Scotland in partnership with Cairngorms National Park Authority as part of 
Cairngorms Nature Festival.  
 

Saturday 30th May 10.00am – 12noon 
MAKE TIME FOR MOTHS 
We will open up light traps set in Drum Castle walled garden & the old wood last 
night to discover the marvellous moths of all shapes, sizes, colours & patterns at rest 
inside.  

More Information – Tel: 0844 493 2161 (National Trust for Scotland) 

Meet at Drum Castle walled garden, near Drumoak (parking & admission 

charges apply; NTS members free) 
Event organised by Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service & NTS. 
 
Sunday 19th July 12.00pm - 4.00pm 
MOTHS & MORE AT DUTHIE PARK ENVIRONMENT DAY 
Come and visit the Butterfly Conservation stand at Duthie Park Environment Day. We 
will show live moths from overnight trapping plus have children's activities and free 
leaflets to take away.  
Our stand along with those of other organisations will be on the old bowling green in 
front of the Rangers Office, Duthie Park, Aberdeen.  
More Information - Tel: 01224 580165, email: ArGill@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
 

Thursday 23rd July 10.00am – 12.30pm 
MOTHS IN THE MORNING 
Discover the marvellous moths caught in the live traps set up overnight in the woods 
on the Muir of Dinnet National Nature Reserve, followed by a search for day-flying 
moths and butterflies as time allows. Find out how you can take part in this year’s Big 
Butterfly Count. Under 18’s must be accompanied. 
Booking Essential - Tel: 013398 81667 (Muir of Dinnet NNR Manager) 
Meet at Burn o’ Vat Visitor Centre, near Dinnet  
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Event organised by Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service & Scottish Natural 
Heritage. 
 
Friday 24th July 8.30pm – 12.00midnight 
A WILD NIGHT AT KINCORTH! 
Enter the mysterious world of night creatures! This will include setting up sugar and 
light traps to attract moths – which we will release unharmed after identification - and 
using detectors to pick up ultrasound of hunting bats.  
Booking Essential – Tel: 01224 897400 (Aberdeen City Council Rangers) 
Meet at Kincorth Local Nature Reserve car park off Abbotswell Crescent, 
Aberdeen. 
Donations welcome. Event organised by Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service & 
Aberdeen City Council Ranger Services. 
 

Thursday 30th July 2.00 – 4.00pm 
BUTTERFLY BONANZA – NATURE EXPLORERS CHILDREN’S EVENT 
Discover the colourful world of butterflies and moths in Glen Muick. Come along and 
take part in the Big Butterfly Count as well as storytelling and games.  
Booking Essential – Tel: 013397 55059 (Balmoral Estate Rangers) 
Meet at Church Square car park, Ballater 
Event organised by Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service & Balmoral Estate 
Ranger Service.  
 
Friday 7th August 8.00 – 11.00pm & Saturday 8th August 10.00am – 12.30pm 
INTRODUCTION TO MOTH & BUTTERFLY RECORDING 
An identification workshop for all in Duthie Park, with an evening of moth trapping & a 
morning spent emptying moth traps followed by a butterfly walk, weather-permitting. 
Booking Essential – Tel: 01224 664164 or 
email: nesbrec@aberdeenshire.gov.uk (North East Scotland Biological 
Records Centr) – check their website for more details nearer the time: 
www.nesbrec.org.uk) 
Meet at Duthie Park, Aberdeen (exact location given on booking). 
Event organised by NESBReC & Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service in 
partnership with Duthie Park Ranger Service. 
 

Friday 14th August 8.00pm – late 
NIGHT HUNTERS AND THEIR PREY 
Get up close and personal with bats and moths. Come and dispel all your fears of 
these intriguing animals.  
Booking Essential – Tel: 013397 55059 (Balmoral Estate Rangers) 
Meet at car park by Visitor Information Centre, Crathie 
Event organised by Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service & Balmoral Estate 
Ranger Service as part of Ballater Victoria Week. 
 

Friday 11th September 7.00pm – late  
BATS, MOTHS & STARS AT BATTLEHILL 
Discover how to use smelly mixtures and bright lights to attract moths and contribute 
to this year’s national ‘Moth Night’ survey, plus bat detectors to locate and identify 
bats. A local astronomer will also be on hand with a telescope to view the wonders of 
the night sky (or demonstrate what would otherwise be visible if it is cloudy)!  
Booking Essential – Tel: 013398 80868 or email: 
marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
Meet at Battlehill car park, Huntly 
Event organised by Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service & NE Scotland Bat 
Group. 
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Saturday 12th September (times TBC) 
NOCTURNAL MOTH ADVENTURES 
Join staff and local recorders for an evenings' moth-ing at St.Cyrus National Nature 
Reserve in conjunction with National Moth Night 2015. Almost 500 species of moth 
have been recorded here. Under 18’s must be accompanied. 
Booking Essential - Tel: St Cyrus NNR Manager (SNH) on 01674 830736  
Meet at The Old Lifeboat Station, St Cyrus NNR, St Cyrus, near Montrose 
Event organised by Scottish Natural Heritage. 

 
Fife Events, 2015 
29/30 May 
Moth Trapping in Devilla Forest, followed by a general butterfly walk if the weather is 
suitable. 
Meet 9.30 pm on the Friday to see moths arriving at the traps and again at 10am on 
Saturday to check what was found overnight. Then move on to look for butterflies in 
the forest clearings. Parking at NS966886. 
Contact: Duncan Davidson 01383 730446 
 
12/13 June 
Moth Trapping at Falkland Palace 
Meet at the Palace gates at 10pm on Friday and again at 10am on Saturday to see 
the catch.  
Contact: Duncan Davidson 01383 730446 
 
Mothing Events led by SWT 
It is essential that you contact Tim Brain for SWT events, on 01577 840317 to 
confirm times and that the event is going ahead. 
 
Friday 23 May – Cullaloe Wildlife Reserve. Meet in the car park at 9.30pm.  
Grid Reference NT186871 
 
Friday 29 May - Bankhead Moss Wildlife Reserve. Meet in the car park at 9.30pm.  
Grid Reference NO447103 
 
Friday 19 June - Barnyard’s Marsh Wildlife Reserve. Meet in the car park at 
10.00pm. Grid Reference NO485022. 
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