Spring

Newsletter
Butterfly

Conservation April 2015
Scotland

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter

Contributions to our newsletters are always welcome T please contact Shona at
sgreig@butterfly-conservation.org or the postal address below. If you do not wish to
receive our newsletter in the future, simply reply to this message with the word
6unsubscr i bietfankiyou. t he titl e

Scotland Team (Paul Kirkland, Tom Prescott, Shona Greig, Sara Green, David
Hill)

Butterfly Conservation Scotland

Balallan House, Allan Park, Stirling, FK8 2QG

t: 01786 447753

e: scotland@butterfly-conservation.org

w: www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland

nJoin us on Facebook!

By joining us on Facebook, you can keep up to date with the latest news and

sightings! Send us your photos and | et us know
cheer up your newsfeed and compare notes with others passionate about
butterflies, moths and the natural world! Be friends with us at

www.facebook.com/bcscotland

Recorderso G&thering 201

We had a fantastic turnoutat our annual Scottish Recordersbo
March, held at Battleby Conference Centre, near Perth. We had a great day of

butterfly and moth talks and presentations. As usual, at lunchtime,t he O0Li ve Mot hso
session was very popular despite the poor weather, and we were cheered up by a

wonderful display of butt er f 'y and moth inspired craft from
see her work below! A big thank you to all our speakers and to Scotia Seeds, the

British Dragonfly Society and Anglian Lepidoptera Supplies for their help in making

the day such a success!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Scotl _a n @i Nature Festival i 23-24 May 2015, Levenhall Links,Musselburgh

Come and visit us at our stand! Scot |l andds BI G nature festival
Birdfair) is back 23-2 4 May, Levenhall Links, Mussel bur gh!
wildlife lovers and families entertained all weekend. This award-winning festival has

gone from strength to strength i boasting a packed programme covering everything

from specialist wildlife talks, wal ks and dem
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storytelling, puppet shows, bug bioblitz, pond
dipping, willow weaving and loads more ways - ,5'
to give your intrepid wildlife explorers a really g, [

wild day out! e ﬁ

lan
This year RSPB has teamed up with East SCOt - d S

Lothian Council and have a fantastic new blg ndture
venue, renowned for its open spaces and

wildlife, overlooking the Firth of Forth and part feStlval

of the John Muir Way. Over 100 exhibitors  LevenhallLinks, Musselburgh
offer something for everybody from the latest  23-24 May 2015

wildlife technology, fantastic science, art,
books and much more.

Visitors can enjoy locally sourced artisan food and drink, and a farmers market in
association with Scotland Year of Food and Drink, and live entertainment. For more
information or to buy tickets please visit
www.bignaturefestival.org.uk<http://www.bignaturefestival.org.uk

(adutsA12, Children A2, Under 506s free).

Royal Highland Show 2015

|l t s S h eRoyal Highland Show, Edinburgh (18" to 21st June)

Butterfly Conservation Scotland are delighted to have been invited to have a display

stand in the RSPB marquee at this yearo6s Royal
for everyone at the Show and if you fancy a d
and say hello. For more info just go to http://royalhighlandshow.org

(We are on the lookout for Emperor Moth caterpillars to show off at our events i if
any of you regular moth trappers can help with this, please contact the Stirling office!)

Moth Night 2015 (10" to 12" September)

Moth Night(s) will take place this year on 10th to 12™ September and the theme this
year is Migration. The aim of Moth Night is to raise awareness of moths among the
general public, and also to target particular species. The full results of Moth Night
will be published in the journal Atropos. Check for local moth events at
www.mothnight.info

bigjbutterflyfcount

17th July - 9th August

See www.bigbutterflycount.org

Scotti s h Me mb eir Satiirddy 219" October 2015
OQur annual Scottish Membersd Day wil/ be held
Perth on Saturday, 10" October 2015. More information will follow in due course.

BC Branch events in Scotland

As this is the Spring issue and the start of the recording season, we have listed at the
end of this newsletter all the Butterfly Conservation Scotland Branch and related
events that have been planned to date for 2015.
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BRANCH NEWS

East Branch

Branch Committee

Apithanny Bourne has now joined the branch committee as our Young Persons
Development Officer. Apithanny stays in Aberdeen and has close contacts with the
universities there and she is exploring ways of encouraging students and other much
younger people to get interested in butterflies and moths, for example through
butterfly-themed library events with story-telling, etc. If you have skills which could
contribute to this vital work to develop future wildlife enthusiasts, do get in touch with
Apithanny (apithanny@hotmail.co.uk) or

Helen Rowe (helen.rowe@aberdeenshire.gov.uk).

Another potentially interesting opportunity to engage with younger people is the
University Moth Challenge being set up by A Focus on Nature (AFON) i the network
for young conservationists - with the simple aim of recording as many moths as
possible on university land. The Challenge aims to encourage students to take an
active interest in moths and contribute to national recording schemes. AFON aims to
start the Challenge this year, commencing in April and running to the end of the year.
AFON can provide support and advice and prizes will be given to the winning teams,
which have been kindly donated by partners and sponsors.

We are in discussion with universities at Aberdeen and St Andrews and are hoping
that this will develop over the year, so if you have contacts with other universities and
could encourage them to take part please let Apithanny know and also ask them to
get in touch with the AFON co-ordinator Simon Phelps at
simonphelps310787@yahoo.com.

Butterfly ID Day at Loch Leven

Sunday 26"July 10.30 am - approx. 3.30pm at RSPB Vane Farm reserve at Loch Leven.
The day will introduce members to the skills needed to identify butterfly species with
a view to taking part in recording or surveying. New members are particularly
welcome to come along, as is anyone else wishing to hone their skills and meet new
people. Colin Whitehead will talk on identification followed by a walk outdoors to look
for butterflies and practice skills. Coffee and lunch will be provided but please book
in advance so we know how many are needed. Contact: Cathy Caudwell 01828
686709 for further details.

Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey

While many of the random 1km squares allocated to the branch are already being
surveyed, quite a few opportunities remain to get involved with this survey. As well as
throwing up some unexpected and exciting records, recent data analysis has shown
that population trends from the survey correlate well with those determined from the
much more intensive and demanding butterfly transects which are carried out across
the UK.

10km square | nearby place 10km square | nearby place

NJ 7956 Turriff NT9263 Eyemouth
NO7368 Laurencekirk NT5156 Lauder

NO5258 Brechin NT3257 Gorebridge
NOO0460 Pitlochry NT1940 Peebles

NO3936 Dundee NT1930 Peebles

NOO0251 Pitlochry NT1925 Megget Reservoir
NN6350 Glen Lyon NT2628 Mountbenger
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NN9140 Amulree NT2823 Mountbenger
NN8414 Muthill NT4221 Ashkirk
NTO0372 Broxburn NT6027 St Boswells
NTO574 Broxburn NT2607 Tima Water
NT1174 Kirkliston NT3808 Hawick
NT6565 Cranshaws contact is Richard Buckland

The table shows the squares currently needing surveys - a look at the relevant OS
map coupled with an aerial view (e.g. Google Earth) will very quickly show the sort of
terrain and habitats within each square and how easy access is likely to be. Some
look as though they could be quite productive with discoveries waiting to be made,
such as NN9140, which is near Apu!ree:
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Richard Buckland (r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk ) co-ordinates the WCBS for the
branch so get in touch with him for more details and advice on how to go about the
surveys, which require just two summer visits and so they are not very demanding.

Some Recording Suggestions for 2015
Those who came to the Recorders Gathering in March were offered a very wide
choice of recording and survey work across the country.

The real priorities for East Branch remain those species of butterfly and moth
identified in the branch's Regional Action Plan (RAP) which is available on the
website here: http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/actionplans.html

Some species have organised survey and monitoring programmes you can join in
with:

Small Blue:

Aberdeenshire - contact Rose Toney Rose.Toney@hutton.ac.uk

Angus - contact David Lampard dlampard@clara.co.uk

Borders - contact lain Cowe orb@lammer.orangehome.co.uk

Pearl-bordered Fritillary:

Deeside - contact Helen Rowe helen.rowe@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Large Heath:

areas where the Bog Squad are working (Ayrshire to Fife) - contact Paul Kirkland
paul.kirkland@btconnect.com

Northern Brown Argus:

Lothians & Borders - contact Richard Buckland r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk
Kentish Glory:

contact Helen Rowe helen.rowe@aberdeenshire.gov.uk or

Brian Stewart bjstewartl@btopenworld.com
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Sword-grass:
some spring searches planned in the Loch Rannoch area - contact Steve

Whitehouse stevewhitehouse1l23@btinternet.com

Small Chocolate-tip:

following his successful searches in the Borders - contact Teyl de Bordes
Whitmuir@aol.com

For other priority species the best contacts are your local area organiser and VC
Moth Recorder who should all be able to advise or talk to Tom Prescott
tomprescott@btconnect.com.

Away from these priority species, many of which can be tricky to find either because
of scarcity or habitat remoteness (or both), there are plenty of other opportunities to
do some really valuable recording work. For example:

Speckled Wood - following its rapid spread northwards from the Borders through
much of East Lothian over the past five years it seems poised to leap across the
Forth to Fife and indeed, one individual was spotted at the Fife coast in 2014. So it
would be very useful if wooded areas along that coast could be checked. Successive
generations are on the wing from April to October, with peak numbers occurring in
late summer, around August.

Day-flying Moths - a good number of moths fly by day and can also be found
nectaring at flowers. Some of these species have been relatively under-recorded in
recent years or appear to have surprisingly limited distributions - have a look at the
moth maps and dates on the branch website. Two species with apparently similar
grassland habitat requirements which could be focused on are Mother Shipton and

Burnet Companion.
Mother Shipton

Created 17/12/2014 Produced by DMAP

%

Created 17/12/2014

Caterpillars can also be found feeding by day, such as the lichen-eating Common
Footman, which has always been found in a few parts of Scotland but now seems to
be consolidating and extending its distribution quite rapidly, so is likely to be
discovered at many more sites in the near future.
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To contribute to general moth recording for the forthcoming Atlas, there's no easier
place to start than your garden, but you might want to be more adventurous and try
sites (and habitats) further afield. Consult your local VC Moth Recorder who will be
able to guide you on strategies to maximise the value of any recording you embark
on. Whatever you decide to do, it's almost guaranteed that you'll be able to contribute
'dots on the maps'.

Barry Prater

Notes from the Borders

TWIC (The Wildlife Information Centre, which is the local records centre for the
Lothians and the Borders) is holding its Spring Conference on Saturday 25" April at
Newtown St Boswells. The theme of the conference is Arrivals and Departures: The
Changing Face of Wildlife in the Lothians and Scottish Borders and one of the talks is
from lain Cowe "The State of Butterfly Species in South East Scotland". With so
much happening to butterfly ranges and distributions in the area it will be good to
hear details of these changes. More information on the conference here
http://www.wildlifeinformation.co.uk/news.php. Note that the booking deadline is
Friday 17th April.

I will be circulating suggested sites to be checked this year for some of our more
important butterfly species - Large Heath, Scotch Argus, Small Pearl-bordered
Fritillary, Green Hairstreak, Small Blue - if you want to be sure to be on the mailing
list for this, please contact me directly barry@prater.myzen.co.uk.

On the moth front Borders lepidopterists are hoping, during 2015, to improve
coverage of poorly recorded 10K squares and poorly recorded good habitat sites.
Several of us are also arming ourselves with pheromone lures with which we will be
searching for Large Red-belted Clearwing on areas of birch clearance and for
Currant Clearwing in gardens and allotments.

Barry Prater & Malcolm Lindsay

South & West Scotland Branch

Forester Surveys in Argyll: Results in 2014 and Surveys 2015

Forester is a UK BAP priority species, being confined in Scotland to the Argyll coast
and to parts of the Solway coast including the Butterfly Conservation Reserve at
Mabie Forest.

There are three main areas with records in Argyll (Figure 1): around Oban; on the
island of Seil; and around Kilmartin. Although a fourth area around Taynuilt is now
accumulating records.
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Figure 1 Distribution of Forester observations in Argyll (VC98) and location of sites surveyed in 2014

Following some initial survey work in 2013 at just three sites, survey work in 2014
occurred at nine sites (Figure 1): seven known; and two new.

| recorded site and vegetation data within a 5m radius of a Forester observation to
characterise the habitat of Forester in Argyll.

There were four site characteristics: Soil moisture, Shelter, Aspect & Slope. With
aspect, | was interested in testing the hypothesis that Forester sites are south-facing
because a few Forester sites in Argyll are also Transparent Burnet sites which are
always south-facing: So | had four categories of aspect: SW; S; SE; or other.

For vegetation abundance assessments, | used a simple scoring system:

O - absent 17 1to3plants 271 4to 10 plants 371 more than 10 plants

The plant species surveyed were the larval foodplants, Common Sorrel and Sheeps
Sorrel. And thirteen flowering plants: Meadow Buttercup; Tormentil; Wild Thyme;
Ragged Robin; Dandelion; Birdsfoot Trefoil; White Clover; Red Clover; Field
Scabi ous; De wuisl; 6 sHeBaitth SBceadbsitor a w; Mar s h

Results

2014 was certainly a good year for Forester in Argyll: | saw a total of 52 and |
recorded site/vegetation data from a total of 35 data-points around a Forester during
the surveys.

Soil Moisture gave a very clear result with 88% of data-points having a damp
classification. The limited literature on Forester does suggest that damp rather than
wet is the habitat of Forester.

Shelter also gave a clear result in that only one data-point was very sheltered. Data-
points were all open and far away from trees/shrubs although Bracken was a feature
of some sites.

Slope also gave a clear result with 83% of data-points on a slope. Sixty-three per
cent were moderate/gentle slopes compared with 20% steep slopes. Seventeen per
cent of data-points were flat.

Thi
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Aspect gave an interesting result although it was not statistically significant: 69% of

data-points had a southerly aspect which suggests that the higher temperatures on

south-facing slopes favour Forester. But 6% had exposed west-facing aspects which

indicates that a south-facing aspect is not essential.

Now on to the vegetation assessments. Common S
known larval foodplants, also gave clear results. Ninety-four per cent of data-points

had Common Sorrel and 26% of data-p oi nt s had Sheepobs Sorr el
probable that Common Sorrel rather than Sheep!
Scotland.

Some flowering plants were much more abundant than others. Tormentil, Meadow

Buttercup, Heath Bedstraw and White Clover were most common. It was certainly

true that the 35 data-points were herb-rich so perhaps the specific species involved

does not matter: the evidence from this survey and others is that the presence of

nectar plants is important. Ten of the 52 Forester | saw were nectaring which shows

that Forester need to nectar which supports the view that herb-richness is a

characteristic of the habitat of Forester.

Two habitat types

These results enabled me to identity two different habitat types for Forester.

On the basis of the much higher number of Forester | found in one of the habitat

types, | have called one primary and the other secondary. But this is based on a

survey of just nine sites so these data might be a misleading sample. More survey

work is certainly required.

The primary habitat type is damp grassland. So | constructed the following
description wusing the r es withtgsassland @vmastly iopen, (
gentle to moderate slopes and south-facing aspect s f avour hi gher popu
The secondary habitat type is very different. The description | constructed for this

habitat type is Aflat or fairly flat and the
rushes dominating the sward together with abundant Co mmon Sorr el 0.

A variation of the primary herb-rich grassland habitat type is herb-rich knolls which

are slightly raised i no more than half to 1 metre high i which may be small and

round with a diameter of less than 1m or long ridges more than 10m in length.

Tormentil, Heath Bedstraw and Wild Thyme are characteristic of these knolls.

Il n summary, it would appear that Foresterds ha
and exacting. This would suggest that Forester is probably significantly under-

recorded in Argyll and that the appropriate management for Forester is probably

quite straightforward: extensive cattle or sheep grazing to prevent Bracken & Scrub

developing with a break over the summer months when Common Sorrel and

flowering plants need to thrive.

Surveys 2015

More survey work is certainly required to firm-up these preliminary results and to see
if new colonies can be discovered. Surveying lower parts of south-facing slopes in
particular and fields which are notably herb-rich may yield new colonies.

Also, further data on the flat mire type Forester habitat is required to see if this can
be more clearly defined or discover if it encompasses a range of wet mire types,
possibly with drier herb-rich areas nearby.

A survey form is available to download from the Surveys page of the Glasgow and
SW Branch website.

Andrew Masterman



Anania coronata in Renfrewshire

In July 2012, | caught the micro moth Anania
coronata in my garden trap in Glasgow (right) At
that time, it was thought to be the first for VC76.

| caught another
in 2013 (left), and
again in 2014.
However, Paul
Mapplebeck and ,
Scott Donaldson also caught specimens in 2014,
suggesting it is now resident in the area.

This prompted an attempt by myself to trace its
advance into Scotland,as it hadno6ét been see
until 2005, when it started appearing along the Solway coast.

After a tip from VC77 Recorder Richard Weddle regarding a moth recorder called

John Morgan who trapped in the 806s and 906s i
check ed Johndéds records and found the moth |istec
coronata (it also historically went under the prefixes Phlyctaenia and Pyrausta).

John Morgan had recorded it no less than 12 times, astonishingly with an earliest
record of 1984!

After another tip off, | contacted Nicola Maclintyre at Paisley Museum, where | had
hear d t hmdthcdllection Idad been kept after he passed away.

She looked for the moth in his collection and sent me the photograph below of 5
specimens, the top left one being the1984 record i not just the first for VC76, but the
first for Scotland!

7z

Unl ess anyone knows better ééé

Please keep an eye out for coronata in June and July this season.
Gary Williamson



Dumfries & Galloway Sub-group

Environment Fair 2015

Once again the Local Group had a presence at the Dumfries and Galloway
Environment Fair, this year held at the Crichton Campus on March 14. It was a
chance to both chat with BCS members and to promote Butterfly Conservation with
members of the public. Despite not being in the Town Centre the Fair was well
attended (750 people through the door by early afternoon) and as usual children
were the most enthusiastic (who all seem to be intrigued with Caterpillars!). We even
had an opportunity to put the case against Peat Extraction and for More Wildlife
Resourcing with the local MSP who stopped by the stall (hnever miss an opportunity to
lobby a politician, provided no undercover reporters present!). Thanks to Scott
Donaldson who came down especially from Glasgow Branch to lend support (and
bring some banners).

Our stand at the Environment Fair - Susan Woods

New County Moth Recorder

Keith Naylor, who has been CMR for several years, has decided to stand down to
focus his attention on other interests. He spent a great deal of time and energy on
gathering records from current recorders and historical sources, computerising and
verifying them and creating a well organised dataset. His sterling efforts well and truly
put local moth recording on the map (e.g via the local mothing website
www.dgmoths.org.uk).

Fortunately we do have a new county recorder

(Pun?). Alison Robertson, who is taking over, has been a keen local moth-er for 7
years. She is also a knowledgeable all-round naturalist and wildlife recorder with an
interest in birds, botany, orthoptera, and much else including football (and very useful
to have next to you as a panel member on a quiz night).

Alison will be the new contact point for sending in records and for general moth
enquiries, and will be supported by other experienced local recorders and the D&G
Environmental Resources Centre who will all assist with verification of records and
maintaining the local mothing website.

Contact details are: mothrecorder@dgerc.org.uk or alison.dgmoths@gmail.com
For postal contact please use: Alison Robertson, c/o DGERC, Studio 1, Hillend Mill,
Kirkgunzeon, Dumfries, DG2 8LA.

Susan and Richard

D&G Sub-Group

dandgbutterflies@gmail.com Tel: 01387 730301
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CONSERVATION NEWS

One Year of The Bog Sguadéé.with another year

I 't s n o we ybae snce tlerBog Squad began its quest to improve lowland

peatl and habitats across central Scotl and. I n
volunteers come along to our work parties and
hours of work. From installing ditch blocking dams to discovering new colonies of

Large Heath butterfly itds been a highly succ
celebrate we recently held a Bog Squad Birthday Lunch at Langlands Moss so that

we could say thank you to everyone for their help and support over the last year. As it

happened, it was a glorious day of sunshine which allowed the opportunity for

everyone to get out on the bog and have a look at the success of our endeavours so

far.

Happy dammers at Langlands Moss i Sara Green

And wedbve recently had the fantastic news tha
ensure that the Bog Squad wil!/ continue for an
our restoration efforts over the next year as well as doing some more recording i
maybe therearemor e unknown Large Heath colonies out t
Our first work party of our 2™ year will be held at Langlands Moss on Sunday 19"

April where we will be continuing with our ditch damming work.

There will also be a special one-off work party on Saturday 16" May at a fen peatland
in Angus where we will be installing some small peat and plastic dams. The site is
protected for its rich botanical interests which include a range of scarce wildflowers
such as Lesser Butterfly Orchid. Transport from Stirling will be provided for this work
party for those interested in coming along.

If you are interested in coming along to either day please get in touch, we are always
looking for helping hands! Why not check out our blog for more information &
updates: http://bogsquad.weebly.com

Or get in touch with us via: peatproject@btconnect.com or 01786 447753. David Hill
(Peatland Project Officer)
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Kincraig Point SSSI Fibamage

Kincraig Point is part of the Firth of Forth SSSI that stretches across much of the
south Fife coast. It is located immediately to the West of Elie and its steep slopes are
home to one of the best expanses of Common Rock-rose anywhere in Scotland. As
a result it contains the strongest of only a handful of Northern Brown Argus colonies
in Fife.

In early October 2014, there was a major fire in the area and press reports suggested
that the alleged deliberate act had all but wiped out the butterfly colony there.

| visited the area with Hamish Johnston on 2nd November 14.

The Northern Brown Argus transect is in six sections along the Fife Coastal Path,
starting at the eastern end of Kincraig Point at sea level, climbing up to the top of the
cliffs and continuing to the western end of the cliffs, just beyond where the path starts
to descend again.

The cliff face comprises a series of limestone outcrops and steep slopes that are
heavily populated with Common Rock-rose. The lower slopes, particularly below
section two, are mainly rank grass tussocks and bracken, with shorter vegetation
including Rock-rose on the upper slopes. The Rock-rose extends onto the cliff top
and on either side of the path in Sections 1, 2 and 3. The path in Sections 4 and 5
veers further from the cliff edge and cut through a more meadow-like habitat.
Section 6 returns to the cliff top again.

The fire has affected the cliff face and cliff top on sections 1, 2 and 3. Areas to the
west of Section 3 are untouched. Vegetation appears to have been completely
destroyed along the path, with only bare earth remaining. The majority of the slopes
below the path are in a similar state.
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Some a

End of section 3

The picture above shows a
greenish tinge to large areas
that were burnt. On first sight,
it looks like the vegetation has
survived, but in fact this is due
to new growth. There is a
surprising amount of
regeneration evident on what
is effectively just bare earth.
One of the more distressing
aspects of the fire damage is
the substantial numbers of
burnt out snail shells across
the whole of the cliff face, a
few of which can be seen
amongst the new growth.

reas on the cliff face a{ﬁpear to have escaped damage, particularly on the

edges of rock outcrops. In these patches, there is still a lot of healthy Rock-rose.
Start of section 3
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