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Urban Butterfly Project 

Recorders’ Pack 

Urban areas can be havens for butterflies, which often make their 

homes in our parks, gardens, allotments and nature reserves. We 

want your help so that we can find out more about the species living 

in towns and cities. This information will enable us to improve our 

conservation work for these and other important insects. It’s also a 

lovely way to spend an afternoon, and doesn’t take more than a few 

hours over the spring and summer. 

The Urban Butterfly Project is supporting the recording of more 

butterflies in urban areas of Scotland. Glasgow alone has more than 

20 species of butterfly within just a few miles of the city centre. 

Beautiful species like the dainty Green Hairstreak and intricately 

patterned Small Pearl-bordered fritillary can be on your doorstep.   

If you want to start recording butterflies with this project, get in touch 

using the details below. If you haven’t already got your free copy of 

our identification guide to the butterflies of Scotland’s towns and 

cities we’d be happy to send you one too. 

Now, pack a picnic, and get recording! 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland 

Balallan House, 24 Allan Park, 

Stirling, FK8 2QG 

01786 447753 

Scotland@butterflyconservation.org 
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There are three ways to submit records to the Urban Butterfly Project: 

iRecord online: iRecord is a free online service used for recording wildlife. 

Records submitted by the public can be collected, checked by experts, and 

used to support research and conservation work.  

iRecord Butterflies app: The app is free to download and is available for 

tablets and smartphones on Android and Apple devices. See page 8 for a 

guide to using the app. If you are using the app, please let us know that 

you are doing so by emailing Scotland@butterfly-conservation.org. That 

way we can ensure that your records come to the Urban Butterfly Project. 

Paper forms: We appreciate that not everyone has access to the internet 

or smartphones, so we can send a paper form for you to fill in and return. 

Of these methods for submitting records, the best method to 

use is the iRecord online website. There we have created a 

special area for receiving records directly relating to the 

butterflies of urban areas of Scotland. 

How to record butterflies in the Urban Butterfly Project 

Step 1: Choose a site. Choose an urban greenspace you would like 

to survey for butterflies. Examples include parks, nature reserves, 

allotments, gardens but you can go anywhere you wish. 

Step 2: Record butterflies. Visit your site on days with good 

butterfly weather. This is usually sunny, without any rain and little 

wind. Record the butterflies you see anywhere at your site: you don’t 

have to stick to a certain route.  

Step 3: Submit records. You can record on a notebook or recording 

form and send them to us using the methods described below. 

Aim to visit your site three times: spring, mid summer and late 

summer are good periods to visit as it helps to cover all the species 

that might occur. 

Feel free to record butterflies outside of your usual site, as all 

records are gratefully received.  
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Getting started 

Visit iRecord: www.brc.ac.uk/irecord  

Click ‘Create new account’ if it is your first visit, otherwise enter your username 

and password 

Go to Record and it will show a menu. Click Activities (see below).  

Recording butterflies using iRecord online 

On your first visit to iRecord, you will need to create a free account. This only 

needs to be done once, and allows you to save your records and survey sites. 

If you have any problems using iRecord, please contact us and we will be 

happy to assist. 
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 Click ‘Browse all activities and search for ‘Urban Butterfly Survey’. When 

that appears, click the star icon     under ‘actions’ to add it to your activities. 

  

Click the ‘What butterflies did you see?’ box 

This means you won’t need to search for 

the survey in future, and it will appear 

under the ‘My activities’ tab. 
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 First deal with ‘What did you see?’ tab by entering date. The recorder 

name will be filled in automatically. 

 Enter the species: as you begin to type the common name (e.g. 

Small…) a list of species will appear. See example below. Click the 

species (e.g. Small white) 

 Enter the level of certainty from the drop-down menu 

 Enter quantity (if you didn’t record numbers, just enter ‘1’) 

 Enter the sex if you know it for sure (not always possible for butterflies; 

otherwise just leave as ‘Not recorded’) 

 The ‘Stage’ will usually be adult, unless you can identify from caterpillar 

or egg. 

 Enter any comments you wish 

 When you have entered all species, click the ‘Where was it?’ tab 

What did you see? 
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 Location:  enter a location name yourself—e.g. Robroyston LNR or 

Glasgow Green 

 Enter grid reference if you know it OR search for the place on the map  

 Use zoom in or out to have a closer look. Drag the map around by 

clicking it and dragging to find the correct location.  

 Once you’ve found the square where you recorded the butterflies, click 

that square on the map and it will automatically input its spatial 

reference. 

 Note: the system automatically uses a ‘100m square’ - a square that is 

100m around each side. If you want to be really accurate you can click 

within that square to obtain a ‘10m square’, but that is not necessary for 

this recording scheme.  

 It is likely that some of your records will be obtained outside of the 100m 

square you have clicked. For the purposes of this recording scheme it is 

okay to use the same location information for records outside of the box 

you’ve clicked, as long as it is on the same site. 

 Select the habitat information (not absolutely necessary) 

 To add more species, click the ‘What did you see?’ tab again. Do NOT 

click the back button—it will delete your data! 

 If you are ready to submit your records, go to the ‘Where was it?’ tab and 

click ‘Submit’. Your records will be submitted and there is nothing 

else to do, but see the next page for guidance on how to delete or 

amend your records. 

Where did you see it? 
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If you have made a mistake, go to ‘Explore’ and ‘My records’ 

 Click on the pencil icon at the far right side of the record you are 

interested in to edit this record. 

 To delete the record, click the red X beside the species name. To alter 

the species, click the pencil. Click ‘Submit’ when you are finished. 
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Step 1. Download and install free iRecord Butterflies app from App Store 

(Apple devices) or Play Store (Android) 

Step 2. Open the app. The first time you use it you will be asked to 

create an iRecord account or log in with your details if you already have 

one. 

You will then be presented with the front page, as shown in the image 

below. It has three options to choose from: 

ID/Record a butterfly: Should be chosen 

if you want to submit a record for a single 

species of butterfly at one location. It 

allows photos of the butterfly to be sent 

with your record.  

Survey an area: Is used for recording 

multiple species from an area on a single 

visit to the area. 

Butterfly guide: is a comprehensive ID 

guide with photos, maps and information 

 

Recording butterflies using the iRecord Butterflies app 

This guide has been created to help volunteers who are recording 

butterflies with the Urban Butterflies Project in Scotland using the 

iRecord Butterflies app.  

If you are using the app to record butterflies in urban areas of Scotland, 

please let us know by emailing Scotland@butterfly-conservation.org. 

This is to ensure that your records contribute to this project. 

In the Urban Butterfly Project, we are keen to receive records of all the 

butterflies at a site. So the most appropriate option to choose is to 

Survey an area.  
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First give the location a name - in 

this case we are using Robroyston 

Local Nature Reserve in Glasgow, 

and have named the location 

‘Robroyston’ 

 

Choose the approximate size of the 

survey area: 

Point location: for example a 

garden or other small area 

100m x 100m : an medium-sized 

area, up to 100m x 100m. For 

example an allotment or large 

garden. 

1km x 1km: a larger area, such as 

a park or nature reserve 

 If you are currently at the site you are 

surveying,  tap Get my current location 

 If you want to input results from a site that 

you are no longer at, choose Enter using 

map. If you chose this, you will be 

presented with a map of the UK and 

Ireland. (pictured right). You can zoom to 

your location.  

Surveying an area 

Surveying an area can be done in three steps: 

Step 1: identifying the area you are surveying or have surveyed. 

Step 2: recording the species you have seen 

Step 3: submitting the records 

Step 1: Identifying the area 
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Here we have zoomed in to Glasgow. 

When you have zoomed in and are close to 

the site location, tap the ‘Satellite’ icon (top 

left hand of screen) to see aerial 

photographs to help you locate the site more 

easily 

 

 

Tap the ‘Satellite’ icon (top left hand of 

screen) to see aerial photographs to help 

you locate the site more easily. You can 

keep zooming after this to get a closer look. 

 

 

Tap the screen at the approximate location you 

were recording. The blue pin will appear. If you 

want to choose somewhere else, just tap the 

other location. 

Tap Use chosen location to select this as your 

survey site 

 

 

Step 1: Identifying the area (continued) 
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To record that you have seen a 

species, tap the photo of the 

species.  

If you are unsure, you can check the 

species information and photos by 

tapping the info or gallery buttons. 

Use the Filter button to help with 

identification, as the species shown 

can be filtered by colour, size and 

patterns. 

When you have chosen a species, 

you can record the number you saw 

by tapping the + or — icons. The 

number seen is displayed in the green 

circle to the upper left of the photo of 

the species.  

To add more species, tap the Add 

species to survey button again 

Step 2: Recording the butterflies you have seen 

You will then be taken to the Survey 

screen where you can enter the 

species you saw or are seeing at the 

site you chose. 

Select the date (it automatically 

chooses that day’s date: change it if 

you need to) 

Tap the Add species to survey 

button 

You will then be shown a list of butterfly species. The most likely species 

for that location and date are shown first, but more can be shown by 

scrolling down and tapping the Show additional button.  
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When you have entered all of the species 

you want to record. Tap the Send icon at the 

top right hand corner.  

You can then: 

Send now: sends the records straight away 

Save and send later: stores your records for 

sending at a later date 

 

 

If you have saved records and want to send 

them, tap the list icon at the top left hand 

corner of the home screen. 

This will bring up a panel (see image below) 

 

 

Tap My Sightings and then select individual 

surveys to send or tap the Send all button to 

send them all.  

 

Step 3: Sending your records 

And that’s it! You have submitted records of butterflies for a site. These 

records will then be checked, and verified records will be sent to the 

National Biodiversity Network. These records help us to understand how 

butterfly populations are faring, and can directly influence our 

conservation work. Thank you!  


