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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!! 

 

 

  

 

Contributions to our newsletters 

are always welcome. 

Please use the contact details 

below to get in touch!   

If you do not wish to receive our 

newsletter in the future, simply 

reply to this message with the  

word ’unsubscribe’ in the title - 

thank you.  

http://www.facebook.com/bcscotland
http://www.twitter.com/BC_Scotland
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Dates for your Diary 
 
Urban Butterflies Get-together, Edinburgh - Saturday, 11th February 2017 - See P10 for details 
 
Scottish Recorders’ Gathering - Saturday, 18th March 2017 
For everyone interested in recording butterflies and moths, our Scottish Recorders’ Gathering will be held at 
the Battleby Conference Centre, by Perth on Saturday, 18th March 2017.  Topics will include transects and 
butterfly monitoring, progress with the Moth Atlas, collaboration on nature reserves, and the lepidoptera of 
Orkney, with speakers from Scottish Wildlife Trust and Orkney Records Centre, plus Professor Tom Brereton 
and Dr Zoe Randle from our Dorset HQ.  All welcome - more details will follow in the New Year. 
 
Flanders Moss Moth Training Day - 25th March, 2017 
Flanders Moss, ten miles west of Stirling, is one of the largest lowland raised bogs in Britain as well as being 
one of the most intact bogs in Europe.  It is not surprising therefore that this is recognised by it being desig-
nated as both a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC), as well as 
being a National Nature Reserve (NNR).  In addition, the moss is particularly notable for its moths with 282 
species being recorded, of which 45 are considered rare, scarce or local in Great Britain.  This includes Ran-
noch Brindled Beauty, Argent & Sable and the micro-moth Lampronia fuscatella.  However, the current status 
of these species along with Marsh Oblique-barred, Silvery Arches and Great Brocade on Flanders as well as 
some of the adjacent mosses (Ofference Moss, Collymoon Moss, Killorn Moss and Shirgarton Moss) that 
make up the SAC, is unclear. 

We are therefore holding a Moss Moth Training Day at Flanders in partnership with Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) on Saturday 25th March to provide identification, survey and monitoring tips for the key species with 
the aim that attendees will then use this information to help survey and monitor them on some of the mosses.  
The details for the day are still being planned but it will involve an indoor element followed by a field trip to 
one of the mosses to look for the beautiful, bizarre and elusive Rannoch Brindled Beauty with its wingless 
female. 

 

 

 

                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you want to get involved, or for more information and/or to book a place, please contact Tom Prescott  
tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  Tel: 01540 661469,  Mob: 07979 785665 
 

 

Highlands & Islands Branch AGM - Saturday, 8th April 2017 

Our Highlands & Island Branch will be holding their AGM on Saturday, 8th April at Charleston Academy, In-
verness.  For more info see www.ow.ly/FOsk306R8CW   
 
 
 
 
 

Rannoch Brin-
dled Beauty 
(male) 

Rannoch Brindled Beauty (female) 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Dates for your Diary 
 
Small Blue Week - 27th May to 4th June 2017 
In collaboration with Tayside LBAP and several other groups active in the conservation of this charming little 
butterfly, we are planning a Small Blue Week of action 27 May to 4 June 2017. More details soon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gardening Scotland  - 2nd to 4th June, 2017 
We are delighted to be having a stand again this year in The Living Garden at Gardening Scotland which 
runs from 2nd to 4th June this year at The Royal Highland Centre, Edinburgh – for more info go to 
www.gardeningscotland.com  
 
Scottish Members’ Day - Saturday, 7th October 2017 
Our annual Members' Day is an informal chance to meet like-minded butterfly and moth enthusiasts and chat 
and hear about the wonderful highlights of the season.  We will be holding our 2017 Scottish Members’ Day 
at the Battleby Conference Centre, by Perth on Saturday, 7th October.  More info will follow in due course. 

 
 

Winter Workparties 
 

Conservation Work Party at Wester Moss, near Stirling - Sunday, 8th January 2017  

For more info go to http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-3453/scotland-wester-moss-work-party.html 
 
Bog Squad Work Party at Black Moss, West Lothian - Sun, 29th January 2017 - The Bog Squad is back! 
For more info see: www.bogsquad.weebly.com  
 
Urban Butterfly Work Party at Cumbernauld - 11th March 2017  To improve the habitat for Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillaries.  See P10 for details 
 
Saving Our Beautiful Snout at Dun Dubh Wood, Aberfoyle - 12th March 2017 - see P4-5 for details 
 

 

BC Events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check our website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as well as your local Branch 

website for  

up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 

Highlands & Islands - www.highland-butterflies.org.uk 
South West Scotland - www.southwestscotland-butterflies.org.uk 
East Scotland - www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.gardeningscotland.com
http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk
http://www.southwestscotland-butterflies.org.uk
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk
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Branch News 

South West Branch 

S.O.B.S 
Saving Our Beautiful Snout 

Work Party - Dun Dubh Wood, Aberfoyle - 12th March 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until the discovery of the Beautiful Snout in June 2013 by David Smith, it was thought to be an English and 
Irish species. The moth was then trapped by MV light in the garden of Jane and Arthur Jones at the  
Narrows, Loch Ard near Aberfoyle. It has now been found at two other sites nearby and especially at Dun 
Dubh Wood, where the moth breeds. The wood is an old Oak wood with a strong well established under 
growth of Blaeberry, the moth’s larval food plant. This sheltered layer of Blaeberry is considered a crucial 
requirement in the Moth’s ecology.  

Two very successful work parties have been arranged; clearing the immediate 
eastern end of the wood (the only confirmed breeding site in Scotland for this 
moth). An extensive trapping session in July using MV and actinic traps in the 
wood in early July recorded a total of 30 individuals, as well as four Blaeberry 
Pugs. More than 50 other species were recorded including Lychnis, Triple-
spotted Clay and Pinion-streaked Snout, making the wood an important eco-
system in its own right. Further survey work is being planned at other  
promising sites in the adjacent area with similar ecosystems. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above is last October’s work team about to enjoy the finest chocolate brownies in Scotland 
(allegedly!) during a well-earned lunch break. Right pictured you can see the Blaeberry undergrowth and in 
the background the Rhododendrons which are threatening it and needs more work to clear it moving west-
wards through the wood. 
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Branch News 
The next work party is organised for Sunday, 12th March 2017, 10.30 am until 3.30pm, meeting in the public 
car park in Aberfoyle from 10.00 am. Jacket potatoes, tea, coffee, cake and biscuits will be provided.  Wellies 
(or stout working boots) together with warm waterproof clothing are needed and a pack lunch and cold drinks 
if you require. 

Interested in volunteering for the day! 

Please contact Paul Mapplebeck on 01505 348024, mobile 07527 957835 or email at paulm3@ntlworld.com 
for further details of the meeting point, etc, and availability of transport from Paisley, Glasgow and Stirling. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
New Book Offer 
The 9th of February 2017 will see the launch of a fully revised, updated and  
restructured edition of the Field Guide to the Moths of Great Britain and Ireland  
See: http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/field-guide-to-the-moths-of-great-britain-and
-ireland-9781472930309/ 

The Glasgow & SW Scotland Branch will have its usual "probably the cheapest 
in the UK" offer on this & it's a win, win offer as not only will you save money but 
the retail profit comes to the Branch (rather than Amazon, W.H. Smith etc.) & 
thence into lepidoptera conservation. To indicate interest & for details of price, 
delivery etc. please contact events_gswsbc@hotmail.co.uk  

P.S. having spoken to the publisher there is currently no plan to revise the  
Concise Guide to the Moths of Great Britain & Ireland. 

 

 
 
 
Glasgow & SW Scotland Branch Events 2017 
We are currently planning our events schedule for 2017. If there is anything that you would particularly like to 
see us do then please send suggestions to events_gswsbc@hotmail.co.uk  

Similarly, if you are interested in volunteering to help at events then please do get in touch, again on 
events_gswsbc@hotmail.co.uk  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:paulm3@ntlworld.com
http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/field-guide-to-the-moths-of-great-britain-and-ireland-9781472930309/
http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/field-guide-to-the-moths-of-great-britain-and-ireland-9781472930309/
mailto:events_gswsbc@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:events_gswsbc@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:events_gswsbc@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/field-guide-to-the-moths-of-great-britain-and-ireland-9781472930309/
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Branch News 

East Branch 
Find a Hibernating Herald  
In recent weeks a few of us have spent 
some time searching suitable dark places 
across south-east Scotland and have 
found over 600 Heralds so far. This is  
several years-worth of records across 
Scotland. It’s been great fun searching as 
well as a highly successful way of finding. 
They shelter in outhouses, cellars, ruined 
buildings, caves and mines. Our single 
site total record is 89 which is apparently a 
Scottish record, at least of those recorded 
in the NMRS database. 
 
We would like to encourage you to get out 
and find some more hibernation 
sites?  Counting the moths and recording 
the site ‘habitat’?  There are lots of things 
that we might be able to look into and  
consider, not least how do these moths 
find these locations in such great  
numbers!  Also, I’m sure that there are many Atlas squares that could gain a new species.  
 
The easiest way to enter records is by joining the Hibernating Heralds Activity: <www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/join/
hibernating-heralds>. Alternatively, post a photo and location details on our Facebook page 
<www.facebook.com/hibernatingheralds/>.  You can see progress so far here: <http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/
activities/explore?group_id=858&implicit=f>. 

 
If you need any additional incentive - at three sites (albeit two within 
200m of each other) we have discovered a total of seven Tissue 
moths.  Previously considered as an ‘occasional stray’, I think Roy 
Leverton may even promote it to a ‘low density resident’ on the  
Scottish List. 

Heralds can be found at any of the types of locations mentioned 
above. If you want further information about what we have done and 
how we have found sites then please ask. The largest numbers have 
been found in underground buildings, caves and mines (almost all 
within 15-20m of the surface), but useful records anywhere that has a 
stable temperature and some humidity.  

Some of these locations can be dangerous and you should take appropriate precautions.  These conditions 
are often favoured by bats. If you plan to investigate these types of locations then please contact your local 
bat group  (see http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/find_your_local_bat_group.html#Scotland)  or if you know of 
someone with an SNH bat licence to find out whether there are bats there and, if so, whether you can join 
them on one of their monitoring visits. Otherwise, please also contact one of us or the BC Scotland Office for 
guidance about best practice in this area. You must be careful not to intentionally or recklessly disturb any 
bats as disturbance during their hibernation can affect the survival chances of these protected species.  If you 
do inadvertently find any bats then you should leave promptly and your local bat group would be delighted to 
know  or contact Anne Youngman at the Bat Conservation Trust  ayoungman@bats.org.uk 01786 822107. 

Katty Baird  & Mark Cubitt 

hibernatingheralds@eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk 

http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/join/hibernating-heralds
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/join/hibernating-heralds
http://www.facebook.com/hibernatingheralds/
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/activities/explore?group_id=858&implicit=f
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/activities/explore?group_id=858&implicit=f
http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/find_your_local_bat_group.html#Scotland
mailto:ayoungman@bats.org.uk
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Branch News 

NMRS Atlas efforts for a vice county in south east Scotland… 
Over the last ten years, individual and county moth recorders across the depth and 

breadth of Scotland, and indeed the UK, have been focussing on achieving an accurate 

representation for the 10km squares in their respective vice counties for the National 

Moth Recording Scheme’s Macro Moth Atlas. For some vice counties this effort has 

been evenly distributed across the whole ten years since the NMRS was launched in 

2007. For others there has been quite a catch-up period in the last few years to beat the 

deadline of the end of 2016 for records to be included in the seminal publication. For 

East Lothian it has certainly been the case of the latter.  

 

The two maps below show the spread of recording locations in the county database. 

The first map is to the end of 2012 and the second to the end of this year. You will see 

that it has been a remarkable transformation in those four years. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This has been achieved through some fantastic 

team work both in terms of new recorders joining 

the county’s moth-ing community and the huge 

efforts that they have expended. The number of 

recorders making significant contributions,  

particularly over the last three years has jumped 

up significantly.  

 

From an Atlas viewpoint the best measure is probably the number of species  

recorded in each of the thirteen 10km squares that have significant areas within 

the vice county. The focus for our efforts for the last few years was on eight of 

these squares. The others had good coverage; three of the squares have been 

monitored by Colin Davison in Midlothian (NT37) and Barry Prater in Berwickshire 

(NT76 & NT77), within VC82 by Jeremy Wilson trapping in his garden in NT46 

and John Harrison recording as warden of the Aberlady Bay LNR in NT48.  

   

     Large Twin-spot  Carpet  

           by John Harrison 

Obscure Wainscot by Mark Cubitt 

Tissue by Mark Cubitt 
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Branch News 
Considering records since the year 2000, from a base where none of these eight squares had more than 75 

species, and five squares fewer than 20, the recording team have managed to get five of them to more than 

200 species, three of the others to over 150 and the final remote one to 137.  

 

This is a fantastic effort and, beyond those  

already mentioned, Mike Thornton, Donald 

Smith, Colin Davison, Malc Quirrie, Katty Baird 

and myself have added individual totals  

ranging from 50 to over 400. Another 70  

observers, too many to mention here, have 

contributed to the overall total of 2774 atlas 

dots across the thirteen squares or which 60% 

(1644) have been in the last four years. 

  

Since the NMRS began in 2007 there have been 120 new macro moth 

species added to the East Lothian county list, over 40 of these have been 

since 2012. There was one Scottish first, the Large Twin-spot Carpet from 

Aberlady, the almost as astonishing Obscure Wainscot from Jeremy’s  

garden in 2014 and then remarkably three of them in a reedbed at  

Aberlady this year. Other notable new species include The Tissue,  

Northern Arches, Plain Pug, Southern Wainscot, Red Twin-spot Carpet 

and Bedstraw Hawk-moth. 

 

This is a short review of the efforts of a small vice county with respect to 

the NMRS Macro Moth Atlas. Similar efforts will have been made across 

the country, so as well as acknowledging  all of the recorders in East  

Lothian, we would like to thank all of you who have been contributing as 

much, if not more, to the Atlas in your own vice counties and also to those 

other vice counties that you may have visited. 

Mark Cubitt 

County Moth Recorder for West and East Lothian 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bedstraw Hawk-moth by Evelyn Macrae 

 Beech-green Carpet by Mark Cubitt 
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Survey Updates 

Scotland Results 2016 
Butterfly numbers remained at a low ebb in Scotland but the common white species bucked the trend. The 
majority of species studied as part of big butterfly count saw their Scottish populations rise this summer in 
comparison to 2015, but most were still below the counts in previous years. 
 
The Green-veined White proved to be the most abundant Scottish butterfly, with numbers up by 452% in 
comparison to last year. The Small White saw its numbers rise by 150% and the Large White also  
experienced an increase of 114%. 

The Speckled Wood, which has become much more widespread in Scotland over recent decades, enjoyed a 
good summer. The butterfly’s numbers were up by 106% compared with 2015 to reach its highest levels in 

Scotland since big butterfly count began. 

Scottish participants saw an average of just eight butterflies per count this summer, slightly up on last year 
but well below the 11 per count spotted in 2013. 

Species such as the Ringlet, Meadow Brown, Small Tortoiseshell and Red Admiral all struggled with  
numbers falling in comparison to 2015. Interestingly, Scotland was the only UK country where Red Admiral 
numbers decreased year-on-year. 
 
               Scotland’s top 10 looks like this:  

                Green-veined White 
                Ringlet 
                Small White 
                Meadow Brown 
                Speckled Wood 
                Small Tortoiseshell 
                Six-spot Burnet 
                Large White 
                Common Blue 
                Red Admiral 

 
For full details of the UK survey go to http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/2016mainresults  

 

Orange-tip Postcard Survey 2017 
2017 marks the 20 year anniversary of Butterfly Conservation 
Scotland’s first Orange-tip butterfly survey. That first survey was 
repeated ten years later in 2007, and found that Orange-tips had  
expanded throughout much of the Highlands but hadn’t yet 
reached the most northerly parts and some of the islands. Since 
then Orange-tips have been recorded from more islands, and from 
the north coast, but there are still significant gaps.  

We’d love everyone to get involved by submitting your records of 
Orange-tips – wherever you see them! 

The easiest way to do this is by using the online Orange-tip   
survey: www.butterfly-conservation.org/scottishorangetip 

If you’re at our Recorders’ Gathering in March  there will also be some postcards to take away and distribute 
in your local area. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

             Green-veined White - wgell 

http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/2016mainresults
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scottishorangetip
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Project Updates 
Urban Butterfly Project  - Calling for Volunteers in North Lanarkshire 

In November I met with the biodiversity staff from North Lanarkshire Council and Cumbernauld Living  
Landscape at Saint Maurice’s Pond in Cumbernauld. While it’s surrounded by urban infrastructure, including 
a motorway and a high school, it is home to a population of Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, as well as little 
gems like Common Blue and Small Copper butterflies.  

The site is fairly healthy, but there are a few jobs that we need volunteers to help with to benefit the  
Fritillaries. Of greatest concern is that the rushes and reeds are becoming very dominant at one of the places 
where Marsh Violet (the food plant of the caterpillars) is found. Each year the dead stalks of these plants are 
left, but have been building up and swamping the violets. In agricultural ecosystems these would be removed 
through grazing by animals, but at this site we’re asking volunteers to come along to cut and remove the 
dead rushes and reeds.  

I am organising a work party to come to St. Maurice’s on 11th March 2017 to improve the habitat for Small 
Pearl-bordered Fritillaries. Can you help? We’ll provide all the tools and training needed, and it will be a 
chance to meet other butterfly enthusiasts and make a difference to the populations of this beautiful butterfly. 

I am also organising a work party to undertake some site improvements at one of the best sites for butterflies 
in central Scotland – Kingshill at Allanton, just south of Shotts. This will most likely be some removal of  
invasive scrub plants, and be in late February. 

 If you’re interested in coming to help, please contact Anthony McCluskey on amccluskey@butterfly-
conservation.org (ADD PIC OF SPBF) 

Calling all Volunteers, Members and Recorders in Edinburgh and surrounds 

Have you ever thought you’d like to get more involved in Butterfly Conservation’s work in your local area? 
Now’s your chance! There will be a special gathering of butterfly and moth enthusiasts from Edinburgh and 
the surrounding area on Saturday 11th February. The purpose of this gathering is to bring together anyone 
interested in butterflies and moths and to let people know about new and existing opportunities to get  
involved with our work.  

You can find out how to get involved in butterfly recording and monitoring (including transects and single-
species surveys) from local experts who really need more help in the area. 

There will also be more information on some of the habitat creation and maintenance priorities for the year 
ahead, where you can come and get your hands dirty helping butterflies.  

Finally, you can also find out how to become more involved in the promotion of our work through having  
displays at local fairs, getting involved in events, or even giving a talk on butterflies to a local group. 

The event will run from 10-2.30 at one of the rooms in the City of Edinburgh Methodist Church, Nicolson 
Square, Edinburgh. There will be the option to drop-in for part of the day only if you are unable to make the 
whole day. For more information and booking, please contact Urban Butterfly Project Officer Anthony 
McCluskey on amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 

Going to Dizzy Heights to provide Rooftop Homes for Butterflies 

In November our Urban Butterfly Project Officer, Anthony 
McCluskey helped launch ‘A Square Metre for Butterflies’, in 
which Butterfly Conservation has partnered with Edinburgh  
Living Landscape and Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh to  
create an aerial network of rooftop habitats for Scotland’s  
butterflies. 
The launch took place at the international headquarters of 
Glenmorangie in Edinburgh. The whisky distiller is taking three 
species of plants which are used by butterfly caterpillars,  
including Common rock-rose for the Northern Brown Argus. The 
Scottish Parliament building at Holyrood will also be involved with 
the project in the capital, providing new homes for  
Edinburgh’s butterflies. 

Northern Brown Argus - Barry Prater 

mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 
Several other properties are now lined up to have these plants on their roof gardens and green roofs. Staff in 
the properties will be given some training and leaflets on butterfly ID and recording, and encouraged to send 
in their records. 

Anthony McCluskey 

  

 

-

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Bog Squad set to return in 2017! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are pleased to announce that the Bog Squad team of volunteers will be returning to continue their  

peatland restoration activities in early 2017.  Our first work party will be at Black Moss in West Lothian on 

Sun 29th Jan and more dates will be announced soon.  

(Please contact David Hill peatproject@btconnect.com or on 01786 447753 for more info). We would like to 

thank all those who’ve supported us on our journey so far and we hope to see some old and new faces in the 

New Year! 

The Bog Squad project is supported by Peatland Action            
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Project Updates 

Lanarkshire’s Large Heaths and Mosses – restoring precious peatlands 
 

In 2017 we will be embarking on an ambitious new project which seeks 

to revive the fortunes of a series of important peatland sites clustered 

to the north of Lanark in South Lanarkshire. The Large Heath butterfly 

is present on several of these mosses, although there is little known 

about how it is faring or indeed whether the habitat is even in good 

enough condition to sustain viable populations long-term. Sadly the 

Large Heath has continued to decline across the UK with an estimated 

58% loss in distribution between 1976 and 2014. This landscape-scale 

project aims to secure these vital habitats for this elusive butterfly.  

 
The project will see contractors and volunteers carrying out specialised restoration works to a number of the 
peatland sites. There will also be an extensive survey and monitoring programme aimed at improving our 
knowledge of the various sites’ Lepidoptera and evaluating the health of the peatland habitats.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    The Lanarkshire’s Large Heaths and Mosses project is supported by EcoCoLIFE  

Wester Moss  

There will be a volunteer work party at Wester Moss near Stirling on Sunday 8th January. 

We are planning to pull some small pine seedlings and remove some cut scrub from the western fringes of 
the bog. These measures will help speed up the restoration of this lovely moss. We will be meeting at 10am 

at the mining museum car park in Fallin village near Stirling. 

The work suits all abilities, but you will need a steady footing as we will be working on and walking across 

uneven and boggy terrain. If you would like to come along please contact David Hill at  

peatproject@btconnect.com or on 01786 447753.                                                                           

 Our work at Wester Moss is supported by EcoCoLIFE and the Inner Forth Landscape Initiative  

 

 
For more information about Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s peatland restoration activities please visit: 

Our blog:  www.bogsquad.weebly.com  

Our website: www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad  

Contact us:  Email: peatproject@btconnect.com  Phone: 01786 447753 

Large Heath by Jim Black 

mailto:peatproject@btconnect.com
http://www.bogsquad.weebly.com
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad
mailto:peatproject@btconnect.com
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Conservation News 

 

National Macro Moth Recording 
 
The Atlas recording period is drawing to a close and all those involved in targeting the areas of low recording 

to better represent macro moth distribution for the National Moth Recording Scheme can rightly feel proud. 

The two distribution maps on this page need little explanation of how four of the final years of the atlas period 

have transformed the representative moth distribution across Scotland. There is a key on the map, but the 

change from a pale slightly mottled impression to a bold dark Scotland speaks for itself using the currency of 

number of species recorded. 

The chart shows for each 10K square in Scotland the number of macro moth species recorded for all dates in 

the National Macro Moth Recording Scheme database up to December 2016. (Note that for most vice  

counties this will be for data to the end of 2015.) The Atlas itself will be composed of these data and the  

additional data submitted for 2016. So if you have any moth record data then please get it to your County 

Moth Recorder as soon as possible. 

 
I’m sure that there will be much written about the atlas over the coming months and years, but having just  
received an extract from the central NMRS database I thought it was worth sharing a view of our collective 
achievement. The East Scotland Branch’s Maps & Flight Times web page has the charts shown by species, if 
you would like to delve further. 

 

Mark Cubitt 

County Moth Recorder West & East Lothian 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/mothflighttimes.html


14 

Conservation News 

Northern Brown Argus - Kincraig Point, Fife 
(Overview 2013-2016 on the fortunes of the Northern Brown Argus at Kincraig Point, Earlsferry, Fife) 

Kincraig Point is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and an outstanding example of undisturbed  

calcareous grassland. It has an abundance of wild flowers in spring and summer. A particular feature is the 

extensive amount of Common Rock-rose (Helianthemum nummularium), which is the food plant of the 

caterpillar of the Northern Brown Argus butterfly. With dry, south facing, sheltered slopes, Kincraig Point is 
the most important site in Fife for the butterfly. 
 
Whilst there are many records of the butterfly at  

Kincraig, in order to monitor it more closely a single 

species transect was established in 2013, with Duncan 

Davidson, Butterfly Recorder for Fife. 

The transect is in six sections along the Fife Coastal 

Path, starting at the eastern end of Kincraig Point at 

sea level, climbing up to the top of the cliffs and  

continuing to the western end just beyond where the 

path starts to descend again. 

The cliff face comprises a series of limestone outcrops 

and steep slopes that are heavily populated with  

Common Rock-rose. The lower slopes, particularly  

below Section 2, are mainly rank grass tussocks and bracken, with shorter vegetation including Rock-rose on 

the upper slopes. The Rock-rose extends on to the cliff top and on either side of the Path in Sections 1, 2 

and 3. The path in Sections 4 and 5 veers further away from the cliff edge and cuts through a more meadow 

like habitat. Section 6 returns to the cliff top again. 

There are two distinct Northern Brown Argus colonies at Kincraig, the ‘east’ colony inhabits sections 1, 2 and 

3, and the ‘west’ colony Section 6. Butterflies seen in Sections 4 and 5 may be considered as overflows from 

the two main colonies. 

The transect route is walked weekly during the flight period (mid-June to mid-August) on a ‘warm and sunny 

day’. 

2013 was a lovely summer and a very good year for the butterfly:  107 were recorded, over an eight week 

period from 25 June to 12 August. I found them in each of the six sections, with the greatest abundance in 

sections 2 and 3.  

However, in August vandals set fire to dry scrub half way 

along the foot of the cliff below section 4. A strong south-

erly wind fanned the flames which spread to the top of 

the cliff face. The plume of thick, dark smoke could be 

seen from several miles away. I did not see  

another Northern Brown Argus in Section 4 until 2016. 

2014 was more challenging, culminating in the coolest 

August since 1993. Only around half the numbers of 

Northern Brown Argus were recorded than in the  

previous year.  

The flight period was from 11 June until 7 August over a 

nine week period and in total, 58 were recorded. 
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Disaster struck on 2nd October when vandals started a series of 

fires along the top of the sand dunes beyond the end of the golf 

course. Because September had been a dry month and a 

strong southerly wind was blowing, the fire spread unhindered.  

Virtually 90% of the grassland to either side of the Coastal Path 

of Section 1 to 3 was completely burnt to the ground. The cater-

pillar of the butterfly overwinters at the base of the food plant 

before re-emerging in spring, and it was feared that the entire 

‘East’ colony would be lost. 

In early 2015 I attended a meeting of Elie and Earlsferry  

Community Council who supported putting up signs indicating 

the presence of the butterfly at Kincraig. Permission and  

willingness to assist was gained from local landowners including 

Elie Golf Club, Shell Bay Holiday Park (Abbeyford Leisure) and Fife Coast and Countryside Trust.  

Sponsorship was provided by Calnex, Butterfly Conservation (East Scotland branch) and the Community 

Council. The signs were designed and printed by West Port Print in St Andrews. 

We put the signs up at each access point to the Coastal Path in the spring of 2015. Abbeyford Leisure also 

promoted butterflies to their visitors with additional signs at Ruddons Point. A butterfly and moth trapping 

event was held at Shell Bay Holiday Park on 8th July, with over 20 visitors attending. 

The survey season in 2015 was difficult. The weather was cooler and cloudier than one would have hoped 

for. I did not see a Northern Brown Argus until my 7th week of surveying, when 3 appeared in Section 6. In 

total only 17 Northern Brown Argus were recorded over an eight week flight period from 30 June to 13  

August. The conclusion was that despite the low numbers seen, the butterfly had survived so far and that  

future monitoring would be essential. 

As the summer progressed it was apparent that some of the areas burnt by the fire were showing signs of 

regeneration, although bare patches of basalt gravel were obvious at the sides of the path. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 has been the year of rejuvenation at Kincraig with spectacular stands of wild flowers especially Viper’s 

Bugloss, Agrimony and the low growing scented white coastal roses. Even in the areas worst affected by the 

fire there are signs of Rock-rose regenerating and Bird’s-foot trefoil re-colonising.  

 

Eight consecutive days of haar and rain in mid-June held back emergence, and gale force winds on 7th  

August ended the season sooner than expected. However, 41 Northern Brown Argus were recorded in  

Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 over a seven week period between 25th June and 1st August. 
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The best single day was on 19th July when 19 Northern Brown Argus were seen on the transect, plus another 

3 outside the route. i.e. more than in the whole of 2015. 

It is most encouraging that the butterfly has managed to survive the devastation to its natural habitat caused 

by the fire and that the recovery of the population continues. 

Sadly, damage caused by another small fire was found in mid October, at the western end of the cliff path, 

some 100 metres beyond the end of Section 6. It is unlikely that this will have harmed butterfly numbers, but 

it just shows how fragile the cliff environment is. 

Year totals 

 
 

Year Peak in any one week 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Finally, the Common Blue butterfly  
virtually disappeared from the transect  
after the 2014 fire, but made  a strong  
recovery in 2016, possibly aided by  
the profusion of Bird’s-foot Trefoil  
re-colonising the bare soil.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Common Blue year totals 

 
Hamish Johnston 

 

Section: 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total 

2013 11 36 36 5 2 17 107 

2014 13 13 18 - - 14 58 

2015 2 4 1 - - 10 17 

2016 6 9 5 10 - 11 41 

Section: 1 2 3 4 5 6 

2013 6 9 12 2 2 6 

2014 4 5 5 - - 9 

2015 1 2 1 - - 3 

2016 4 3 2 4 - 7 

Section: 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total 

2013 4 4 1 2 - 2 13 

2014 7 1 1 - - 1 10 

2015 1 1 - - - - 2 

2016 3 1 6 2 3 6 21 
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A Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey - Loch Curran, Perthshire 
NO045596, Kindrogan, Perthshire 

Since 2011 I have been carrying out a Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey at Loch Curran (NO0460) in 

Perthshire in July and August. I rarely see any butterflies there. However since the site is some way from the 

nearest road, I enjoy a walk of some 4 kilometres to get there, and the butterflies I see on the way are the 

compensation! The route I take starts at the Log Cabin Hotel outside Kirkmichael. I follow a forest track up 

the hill at NO045596, overlooking the abandoned Mains of Glenderby. Each year I am amazed by the num-

ber and variety of butterflies seen there. The trees on the left hand side of the track were felled some 10 to 

15 years ago, the site is south facing, sheltered and provides a wonderful open habitat for butterflies with 

grassland and plentiful nectar. 

On 24th July 2015 I recorded over 170 butterflies including 117 Ringlets, 10 Meadow Brown, 5 Small Heath, 

18 Common Blue, 17 Dark Green Fritillaries, 5 Green-veined White and 1 Red Admiral. The colony of  

Common Blues, which is located at the top of the track, increases each year. It is on a south facing bank 

studded with Birds Foot Trefoil, but the butterflies can be seen flying throughout the site. 

 
The Dark Green Fritillaries soar up and down the hillside, occasionally stopping to nectar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In August 2015 I met one of the fishermen at Loch Curran, the site of my WCBS survey, who told me that 

their lease had expired after 40 years. He also said that the site on the hillside was due to be replanted in the 

near future. 

I contacted Graeme Findlay the Environment Manager at Tay Forest District last November. I explained the 

importance of the site for general countryside butterflies - nothing particularly rare or uncommon but then 

how often do you see so many in a relatively short distance in the middle of a Forestry Commission  

plantation? 

He was really helpful and assured me that ‘this important local habitat area would be taken into account in 

the replanting design’ and that a site visit would be carried out prior to any work being planned. 
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He also passed me on to Gareth Mason, the Environment Ranger. I spoke to him in early 2016 and he  

confirmed that the design had been amended to include glades along the edge of the forest track, with broad-

leaf trees at the foot of the hill and conifers in the middle. We agreed to meet at the site in late July. 

The best forecast day was 27th July - and we met on the dot of 1.00 at Loch Curran. The day was cloudy with 

sunny periods but the sun came out as we arrived at the top of the hill and the Common Blues, Dark Green 

Fritillaries and Ringlets put on their best display. 

The hillside slopes gently from top to bottom, with steeper sections - these will be left unplanted, as will areas 

at the top of the forest track. Contractors would be asked to avoid driving over the grass margins as far as 

possible. Gareth also offered to arrange for the seedling Sitka Spruce that are beginning to overshadow the 

Birds Foot Trefoil at the top of the hill to be brush cut in late autumn 2016. He could not have been more 

helpful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was obvious when I carried out my August visit that the ‘mounding’ had taken place, and that areas had 

been left which will be open spaces. Replanting should start in the next 2 to 3 years. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And after that, monitoring of the site can continue and we will be able to see whether or not the intervention 

in the planting scheme has resulted in the continuation of the site as a butterfly haven. 

Hamish Johnston 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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What’s that buzz? – Polli:Nation Project Update 
It’s been a busy year for the UK-wide HLF funded Polli:Nation project http://www.polli-nation.co.uk/about/  
The successful school clusters were selected back in January 2016 and we now have 15 clusters in Scotland 
comprising 60 schools all working to improve their school grounds increasing the abundance and diversity of 
pollinating insects.  They are based in:  
 
West Fife                               Carse of Gowrie                             Callander 
Glenrothes                             Inverness                                       Girvan 
Glasgow North East              Speyside                                         West Lothian 
Kilwinning                              Watten & Thrumster                       Hamilton 
Larkhall                                  Caithness                                       Hyndland. 
 
The schools are now starting to implement practical changes after having learned more about pollination and 
conducting initial baseline surveys https://www.opalexplorenature.org/polli-nation  of pollinator habitat and the 
species present.  A whole host of exciting developments are planned from butterfly and caterpillar planters in 
Glasgow North East to a pollinator-themed art installation in Larkhall.  A school in Inverness is looking at  
having a meadow-topped shed roof whilst a school in West Fife is hoping to establish a traditional orchard.  
There will be wildlife ponds, bog gardens, nut trees, edible gardens, meadows, vertical planting, species rich 
hedgerows and much more besides.  
  
A big aspiration of the project is that these improvements for pollinators don’t end at the school perimeters 
but that the message will be disseminated to the local communities and affiliated groups.  In this way there is 
the potential for whole areas to be improved for pollinators including access paths, gardens and walk-to 
greenspaces. 

As a partner of the project, Butterfly Conservation members could really 
be a great asset to any project schools local to them.  Please let me know 
if you have relevant support (e.g. surveying, identification,  
planting, practical conservation volunteering, fundraising etc.) that you 
would be happy to share with schools near you or if you know of any local 
community initiatives to which Polli:Nation schools could link. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clare Rooney                                                      
Polli:Nation Project Officer for Scotland 
crooney@ltl.org.uk 
01786 465934 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Modelling dream grounds at Carse of Gowrie Planning the grounds at Carnock Primary 

School 

https://www.opalexplorenature.org/polli-nation
mailto:crooney@ltl.org.uk
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Conservation News 
 

Butterfly Monitoring Comes of Age! 
 
In November the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme 
(UKBMS) celebrated 40 years, the scheme having  
monitored changes in the abundance of butterflies 
throughout the United Kingdom since 1976.  
 
Butterflies are uniquely placed amongst British terrestrial 
insect groups to act as indicators of the state of the  
environment, having rapid lifecycles and a high sensitivity 
to environmental conditions. The robust, scientifically  
validated (and enjoyable!) method of monitoring allows 
assessment of the impacts of climate change and the  
effectiveness of policy initiatives to conserve biodiversity.  
 
Trends in butterfly populations are now compiled from a 
network of over 4,000 locations across all years, with  
nearly 2,500 sample locations monitored in 2015, and can 
be calculated for most species every year.  Almost all of 
these sites are monitored by volunteers.  

Around 80% of the data collected is now being used to  
inform site management or provide feedback. Over 150 
scientific papers have been published using UKBMS data 
and it has produced important insights into almost all  
aspects of butterfly ecology. For the latest published 
trends, go to http://www.ukbms.org/docs/reports/2015/
Country-level%20Summary%20Tables%202015.pdf 

The method is now being used across Europe, and further afield, and an estimated 850,000 km are walked 
every year! And this year for the first time, butterfly monitoring data was incorporated into the Global Living 
Planet Index www.livingplanetindex.org 

The UKBMS is run by Butterfly Conservation and the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, in partnership with 
the British Trust for Ornithology, the Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Forestry Commission,  Natural 
England, Natural Resources Wales, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, and Scottish Natural Heritage. 
But at the heart of the UKBMS are the amazing volunteers who take part year after year, providing the data 
for the scheme. 
 

Paul Kirkland 

 

Grace Martin at Greenhead Moss by Julie Stoneman 

http://www.ukbms.org/Methods.aspx
http://www.ukbms.org/Obtaining.aspx
http://www.ukbms.org/docs/reports/2015/Country-level%20Summary%20Tables%202015.pdf
http://www.ukbms.org/docs/reports/2015/Country-level%20Summary%20Tables%202015.pdf
http://www.livingplanetindex.org
http://www.BTO.org/
http://www.jncc.gov.uk/
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/
http://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/?lang=en
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/
http://www.snh.org.uk/

